
 
 

                 
 

                   
  

        

Term 1, Week 3 
 14 February 2018 

Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating 

Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to 
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. “B
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Hastings Christian School 

NEWSLETTER 
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 Notices: 

Welcome to the follow ing students and their families 
who are new to HCS this year. We trust that you have setteled in 
well and we’re happy to have you with us. 
 
New Staff 
This year we welcome three new staff to HCS.  Nico van der Mer-
we will be teaching in B1, Graeme Hickling has been appointed 
to the secondary graphics part time position and Anna Smith has 
joined us as a teacher aide.   

Absences 
Please use the school app to notify us of your child’s absence or 
phone through and leave a message on the answer phone.  Stu-
dents should not be ringing through their own absences.  It is 
appreciated if this is done before 9.15am.  
 
  
Student Leaders  
Congratulations to all our student leaders who were appointed to 
lead the school in 2018. We pray that the Lord will guide them in 
their roles and also use them to be a godly example to those 
around them. 
Head Boy: Campbell Walker 
Head Girl: Alice Feyter 
Deputy Boy:  Anton Wiehahn 
Deputy Girl: Eleanor Major 
Sports Prefects: Rick van der Werff & Reuben Whyte 
Music Prefects:  Zac Weir & Anna Parsons 
 
House Leaders 
Totara:  Peter Neal & Emily Stanton 
Rimu: William Clark & Annah Oxley 
Kowhai: Tom Needham & Johanna Palmers 
Manuka:  Casey Butcher & Anna van den Hout 
 
 

Welcome BBQ 
The Home & School Committee are organising a welcome BBQ 
on the evening of Friday 9th of March. Please keep this night free 
and look out for more details soon. 
 
School Communication 
The school newsletter will now be sent out once a month high-
lighting student achievement and things happening in the school 
community.  All other notices will be sent home via the weekly 
email or the school app.  Please make sure we have your correct 
email address. We have sent home two weeks’ worth of notices 
already this year so if you have not received these, please email 
us at office@hcs.school.nz    As emails are linked to our student 
management system – they go to the primary email address 
listed for each student.  Please also download the school app 
from the app store and set your subscriptions for your prefer-
ences.  The office are happy to help you with this if needed. 

Welcome back to what I pray will be another exciting year of 
learning and growth for your children.  
 
It’s a real joy to be able to welcome over 24 new students from 
11 families to our school. We also welcome two and a half new 
teachers to school this year1 Nico van der Merwe w ill be 
teaching in the primary (B1) and Graeme Hickling replaces John 
Smith as a graphics and technology teacher. The ‘half’ is Anna 
Smith who returns to HCS as a teacher aide (but really a teach-
er!) after spending four years in South Africa with her family. 
 
Last week our senior student leaders had their first official public 
engagement in their new role as they led our Founders Day as-
sembly. They did an excellent job as did Bevan Clark our 
guest speaker and one of the founding students at HCS over 30 
years ago! Bevan shared with those present (including his own 
daughter sitting in the front row) about the humble beginnings 
of our school. There were many humorous stories but the com-
pelling message that came through was the blessing of Christian 
education and of God’s goodness. 
 
We held this ceremony just two days after our nation took a day 
off to commemorate the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, so 
the significance of new beginnings and unsung heroes of these 
foundational times got me to thinking. It reminded me of the 
missionary Henry Williams, a man who was much loved by the 
maori and who was instrumental in helping to translate the trea-
ty into maori. Our school’s first principal, Mr Duncan Lennox, 
loved to remind the students about this great New Zealand pio-
neer. 
 
As I was researching Williams’s life I came across an article, 
written by two former teachers at HCS. Rob and Andrea Voss-
lamber made the following observations about Williams: 
 
Who was Henry Williams? In character he was perhaps more 
akin to Indiana Jones than to the popular caricature of a clergy-

man.  
That Williams was no distant or elitist snob is abundantly clear 
when his relationship with the Maori is considered. As a Christian 
missionary he demonstrated the blessed life of a peacemaker. 
Fisher comments:  
"Only rare individuals had the temperament to be successful 
mediators of European ideas in a Maori environment… As well as 
providing vigorous leadership for the missionaries, he acquired 
increasing mana among the Maoris. The fact that he was able to 
interfere in inter-tribal disputes and sometimes managed to ne-
gotiate a peace between hostile groups was both a cause and a 
consequence of his prestige among the Maoris. Only a person of 
considerable prestige would be invited to settle a conflict peace-
fully and it required even greater prestige to be success-
ful" (1975:149). 
"If physical courage were the measure of virtue, Henry Williams 
should long have been canonised. He could intervene between 
two fighting men. He could stand unflinching before a Maori 
chief whose taiaha (spear) was poised to kill him…As someone 
has said, 'he feared his God, and therefore had no need to fear 
man'" 
The love of the Maori for Karuwha (four eyes!) or Te Wiremu, as 
they called him, is exemplified by the memorial that they erected 
for him near his home in Pakaraka which reads: 
 

A memorial to Henry Williams 
A token of love to him from the Maori Church 

He was a father indeed to all the tribes 
A courageous man who made peace in the Maori wars 

For 44 years he sowed the Good News in this island 
He came in the year 1823 

He was taken away in the year 1867 
 
The opportunity to be able to partner with all HCS parents in the 
education of their children is something that the teachers at our 
school greatly value. Our prayer is that as we partner together 
your child will develop the character, capabilities and convictions 

Art Deco Mufti Day  



Notices: 

NCEA Results 

 Congratulations to our senior secondary students on their 
outstanding results in NCEA last year.  

 Students listed below received either merit or excellence 
endorsements, which required 50 or more credits at merit or 
excellence overall. 

 Our overall pass rates for NCEA levels 1,2, and 3 were 93%, 
100%, and 100% which is an absolutely outstanding 
achievement for all 3 levels. 

 Our pass rate for University Entrance this year is 94%, this is 
an extraordinary result and our highest ever, and a real 
testament to the hard work put in by our Year 13 students. 
The national average for UE is 60%. 

 These NCEA results reflect the huge effort put in by staff 
and students and I want to sincerely thank our staff for the 
extra hours they have put in to ensure students can achieve 
to the best of their ability.  

 Congratulations also go to Sienna Stuijt for passing 
scholarship English and Jerome Williams for passing 
scholarship Physics. These are extremely difficult 
examinations with low pass rates. 

 
Y11 Excellence Endorsement:  Sarah Nieuw land, Hayley 
Scott, Anna van den Hout 
Y11 Merit Endorsement:  Arrien Mallory, M ichael Gunther, 
Jacob Lassing, William Clark, Maisie Bromfield 
 
Y12 Excellence Endorsement: Anna Parsons, Annah Oxley, 
Alice Feyter, Campbell Walker 
Y12 Merit Endorsement: Alanah Pratt, Eleanor Major, Anika 
Meinsma, Casey Butcher, Johanna Palmers, Zachary Weir, Reuben 
Whyte, Aileen Eldershaw, Anton Wiehahn, Esther Huston 
 
Y13 Excellence Endorsement: Jerome Williams 
Y13 Merit Endorsement: Grace Doak, Jessica Henderson, 
Jack Sanko, Katie Rolls, Ben Kloosterman, Shiree Stonestreet, 
Sienna Stuijt, Lukas van der Werff 
 
Scholarship Results:  Jerome Williams (Physics) and Sienna 
Stuijt (English) 
 
 
Music Notices 
1) Choir starts THIS Friday , 8:00 am in F1, Music room. New 
members are welcome. 
2) Orchestra starts on Monday, same time and place. 
3) Instrumental lessons have started up this week. Please make 
sure you are punctual to lessons.  Lesson tmes are up on the music 
room window. 
4) Some free tickets have been given to go and see the opera 
“Madame Butterfly” performed on Monday afternoon, the 19th. This 
is an amazing opportunity! I am giving the choir and NCEA Music 
students first option. Transport is required, adults can stay but 
there is a cost, please message Mrs Feyter if you can help. A notice 
with further details has gone home. 
 
 
 
 

Athletics Day 
This house event will be held on Thursday 1st of March. Parents will 
be asked to drop off/pick up students from the Hastings Sports 
Stadium that day.  B4 & B3 students will have athletics at school. 
Please keep an eye out in the email notices for more details in the 
next couple of weeks.   
 
Mitre 10 Tough Kids  
This event is on Thursday 8th of March.  B1 & B2 will be attending 
as classes.  Other students are welcome to enter separately.  
Notices with more details will come home next week. 
 
Scholastic  
Catalogues went home last week (B1's will go home as soon as we 
receive them). Orders can be made online up until March 20 or by 
dropping completed order form and cash in to the office by March 
1st. Every order placed earns HCS 20%. Contact Kirsty Morton for 
further information 0221654419 
 
From Hastings Community Dental Clinic 
Dear Parents and Caregivers. The dental team at Hastings aim to 
have every child examined annually. However, partly due to the 
large amount of appointments not kept, we are finding it difficult to 
achieve this. Please, if you receive an appointment time that does 
not suit, let us know as early as possible so we can reschedule for 
you. Your school is aware that we have to see the children during 
school hours, just as other specialists do. If you have moved 
recently, please make sure you have updated your address with us, 
or the school, as we get your contact details from the school. If you 
wish to discuss your childrens dental care, please call us on 873 
4860. 
 
School Jacket 
An optional school jacket can now be purchased from school for 
student’s years 9-13 only. It is a good quality Canterbury navy 
jacket with school logo. These jackets can be worn throughout the 
school day. A selection of sizes will be held in the school office for 
students to try on and one bulk order will be made 
week 6, Wednesday the 7th of March. The 
cost is $124.00 each. Please order at the office. 
Minimum orders must be met and we will not be 
holding any extra stocks of these. 
 
Furniture 
We have a number of student desks with green tops 
as pictured (various heights) which are surplus to 
requirements.  If you would like one or two please 
let the office know (for a small donation to school) 
They will be available for viewing and collection next 
week.  There is also a keyboard which is available 
for viewing now. 
 
Road Safety 

 All students should be using the marked crossings and 
walkways around the school when coming to/from school.  
Parents, please be a good example to your children about 
safety!    

 Please be careful when parking around the school and 
especially when backing out of angle parks. 

 No parents should be parking behind the admin block or 
stopping on the yellow lines outside the B-Block gates 

 There is a morning drop off zone (yellow parks) in front of 
the noticeboard in the main carpark.  This is for drop off 
only—no parking here please. 

 Remind your children about safety if they are biking.  Bikes/
scooters etc should be walked on the school grounds and 
footpaths outside the school gate. 

 Students (or learner drivers) should not be driving on the 
school property—please park on the road. 

 
Drama Classes 
These are due to start up on Friday at lunchtime in the multiroom 
(year 4-8).  Info was sent home to students who expressed 
interest. 
  



“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 
  
 
 
 

 

 

Term Dates 2018 

 
Term 1  31 Jan -13 April 
Term 2  30 April - 6 July 
Term 3  23 July - 28 Sept 
Term 4  15 Oct - 14 Dec (approx) 
 

What’s Happening This  
Term 

February 
16th  Navy Band Trip B1 & E2 
20th  Y11 Science trip 
27th  Secondary ID Photos 
27th-28th EPro8 
28th  Interschool Swimming 
March 
1st  Athletics Day 
8th  Mitre 10 Tough Kids 
12th-14th Y12-13 Bio Tongariro Trip 

Uniform Shop 
A reminder that the uniform shop is open every Tues-
day from 2.30-3.30pm. If you need any items, please 
fill in an order form at the office. 

Science Department Opportunities.  
“Add an experiences to your CV”. 

 
• Air Force Girls: This is an opportunity for 
year 12 or 13 girls who have a strong interest in 
mathematics and physics. Learn how to put an air-
craft together and learn how to fly in a flight simula-
tor. Learn how to plan a search and rescue exercise 
and fly in a search and rescue mission you have 
planned. Applications can be made online at 
schooltoskies.co.nz Applications close 2 March 2018. 
The proposed course dates: 18 – 25 April. 
 
• Hands on Science: East Coast Lab are run-
ning fun learning activities for 8 – 11 year olds. The 
learning opportunities are based on geological 
events; Earthquakes and Tsunamis, Science at sea, 
and Volcanoes. The events are on a Sunday but do 
offer an excellent opportunity to gain expert 
knowledge, and add this event to a CV. We have 
booked 3 places for each event. The timetable: 
 
Science at sea: Sunday, March 18 from 10am to 
noon. 
Volcanoes: Sunday, April 15 from 1pm to 3pm. 
 
If you are an interested student and parent, please 
talk to Mrs Whyte (Teacher in charge of Science 
Primary or Mr Penman (HOD Science, Secondary). 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY. 

 
 
The year 13 camp this year was really fun 
and an amazing way to start off our last 
year of school.  As a class we had such an 
amazing time but none of that would 
have been possible without those who 
organized the camp.  Mrs Clark, Mrs Ma-
jor, Mrs Pratt and Mr Philipsen came 
along with us and challenged us with 
some really great devotions.  Thank you also to Ted Palmer who let us 
stay at his bach in Taupo and use his boat and kayaks on the lake.  It 
added that extra amount of fun to the atmosphere. Although we had to 
put up tents in the rain, the positives from camp greatly outweighed the 
bad weather. Two of the top activities from camp were caving in Wai-
tomo and the team activities at the bach which caused us to think and 
listen to one another, ultimately helping our class to grow closer as a 
group.    

iWay Free Go by Bike Breakfast:   
Jump on your bikes and call in for breakfast on 
Wednesday 21st Feb. If you live in Napier, it is 
being held outside the HBRC building on Dalton 
Street, or at Albert Square in Hastings – rain or 
shine, start the day with some fresh air, warm 
food, a chat with fellow riders and a smile on your 
face! You could also be in to win a new bike and 
other goodies! 


