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27 November 2019 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and cele-
brating Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their 

unique gifts to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. 
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Notices 
Farewell & Welcome 

• At the end of this year we will say farewell to Andrea Wil-
burn.  Andrea will be taking a year’s leave to go home to 
the USA to spend time with family.  Next week we also say 
goodbye to our student teacher, Victoria Bull who has been 
here from the USA completing her teacher training.  We are 
thankful for the time Victoria has spent here in the math 
department and we wish her all the best for the future. 

• We are pleased to welcome two new staff for 2020.  Mere-
dith Robert will join us to teach some science and maths in 
the secondary school and Kirsten Anderson will be teaching 
Art.  

 
Change of Primary Start Date for next Year 
The first day of school for Year 1-10 students will now be Thursday 
30th of January 2020.  This has changed for the primary school 
from Wednesday 29th due to the need to move our teacher only 
day to accommodate an international speaker that we have ar-
ranged for that day. 
 
Wednesday 29th Jan  Teacher Only Day 
Thursday 30th Jan  Y1-10 students start 
Friday 1st Feb   Y11-12 students start 
Monday 3rd Feb  Full school in attendance   

Have you seen the ‘marshmallow chal-
lenge’ conducted on toddlers? It’s the one 
where children are offered a marshmallow 
and told that if they could refrain from eating 
it for 15 minutes, they would get two marsh-
mallows instead. In the early 1970s, Stan-
ford researcher Walter Mischel and col-
leagues put the challenge to 92 children 
aged three to five, and the follow-up studies 
and results 20 years later confirm what the 
bible makes clear; self-control is a crucial 
character trait. Mischel’s follow-up studies found evidence to suggest 
that the longer students waited for their marshmallow as young chil-
dren, the more likely they were as adults to be:  

• Attentive. 

• Verbally fluent. 

• Academically successful. 

• Socially competent. 

• Better able to deal with frustration and stress. 
Self-control is a fundamental part of learning in the classroom. If stu-
dents can maintain focus and block out potentially exciting but handi-
capping short-term distractions, they can benefit from sustained im-
provement in their knowledge. 
 In speaking of the importance of teaching our children self-
control, John MacArthur wrote; This is an especially vital lesson for 
those of us living in the internet generation. We are daily assaulted 
with images and advertising designed to appeal to the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and sinful human pride (1 John 2:16) and the only 
way to remain pure in the midst of such an assault is by exercising self
-control over our thought life. 
 Statistics on screen time paint a bleak picture of the very real 
challenge faced by parents seeking to teach their children self-control. 
Keep in mind that the following stats are nearly 10 years old: 

• Children ages 8-18 spend 7.5 hours using entertainment media 
each day 

• Approximately 4.5 hours watching TV 

• Approximately 1.5 hours on the computer  

• Over an hour playing video games 

• Compared with 25 minutes per day that children spend read-
ing books 

Current Barna research confirms the threat that parents feel  when it 
comes to technology. 44% thought that raising kids today is more com-

plicated than it was when they were kids due to the influence of tech-
nology. 65% believe that technology is the reason that parenting is 
more difficult today. Topping the list of reasons given for the conviction 
that technology makes parenting challenging were the following: 

• Balancing physical activity with online activity 

• Limiting children’s time with and use of technology 

• Filtering content that children watch read or play 

• Finding time without technology 

• Monitoring / worrying about my children on social media 
Technology, while undoubtedly making our lives easier on the one 
hand, has also created a myriad of challenges on the other. To call 
screen time and social media ‘weapons of mass distraction’ is not to 
overstate the issue. In the book ‘The Tech-Wise Family’ Andy Crouch 
puts it well when he says; The proper place for technology won’t be the 
same for every family, and it’s not the same at every season of our 
lives … Technology is in its proper place only when we use it with in-
tention and care. If there is one thing I have discovered about technol-
ogy, it’s that it doesn’t stay in its proper place on its own; much like my 
children’s toys … it finds its way underfoot all over the house and all 
over our lives …if we aren’t intentional and careful…’ 
  Someone once said that the answer to the challenge of keep-
ing a balance with technology isn’t found with technology. Instead it 
involves teaching, mentoring and supervising our children. However, 
despite the fact that we may have a plan and be intentionally helping 
our children to develop self-control with technology it is still good to 
have a back-stop.  
 The good news is that HCS has signed up with Family Zone in 
order to further enhance a safe physical and emotional environment for 
our students. Family Zone provides a broad suite of cyber safety ser-
vices which help school communities keep kids safe online. They pro-
vide tools for both the school and families to use to gain visibility and 
management over children’s internet access, regardless of internet 
connection. In short their service does the following: 

• Removes adult content for safe searching. 

• Manage use of social apps and in-app purchasing. 

• Sets routines for what, when and how long they can access, 
 
We have arranged a parent meeting on Wednesday the 4th of Decem-
ber in order to find out more. Colin Hogg, the general manager of Fam-
ily Zone, will be there to explain how to take advantage of this software 
for your family.  
 

Gavin Clark 

Prizegiving 
Tuesday 10th of December will be prizegiving evening for 
the whole school. 

• It will be held at 7pm at Riverbend Bible Church on 
Te Aute Rd. Students should arrive in school uniform 
(no polar fleeces please or leave with parents for 
evening) by 6.45pm (assemble in Kauri Lodge next to 
main auditorium)  

• Students from B6, B4 and B3 will be able to go and 
sit with their parents or leave at the inter-mission 
break 

• School magazines will be available to collect follow-
ing the conclusion of the evening. 

• On Tuesday morning 10th Dec we will have a prac-
tice with everyone down at Riverbend. Parents are 
asked to drop their children directly down to River-
bend at 9.00am. Orchestra and band members will 
be contacted about their practice time. We will need 
some help from parents transporting students back to 
school around 10.30 (especially those needing car 
seats). We will phone app the details next week. 

• School will start at 9.00am on Wednesday 11th and 

finish at 12.45pm. 



 
OfficeMax Stationery for 2020 
We’ve collaborated with OfficeMax to make back to school 
easy!   Your child’s school stationery list is already online 
at myschool.co.nz. Simply search for our school, select your child's 
class and/or subject lists and follow the instructions on the website. 
 
BOT 
The Board of Trustees will meet on Monday 2nd of December at 
7:00pm in the staffroom. 
 
Marae Visit 
E1 & E3 travelled over to Taradale on Friday 22 November to the Te 
Poho Tangiianui urban marae.  We were welcomed on with a 
whakatau (mini pōwhiri) and then learnt about some of the history of 
the marae and the Christian values it embraces.  The kids tried their 
hands and weaving as well as creating their own tukutuku panels 
and generally enjoyed the relaxed and welcoming 
environment.  Thanks to all parents who made it possible. 
 
Itinerant Music Lessons for 2020 
Mrs Feyter sent an email home last week to parents regarding 
itinerant music for next year.  Please reply to the email if you would 
like your child to learn an instrument through this system. 
 
UNSW Mathematics Assessment 
Well done to the following students for some great results in the 
recent UNSW Maths Assessment. 
 
High Distinction:  Isabelle Y4 (Top 1% of NZ!) 
Distinction:  James Y5, Matthew Y5, Jasper  Y6,  
Credit: Eliakim Wilkinson Y4, Jack Y4, Darcey Y4, Jonte Y4, 
Christopher  Y6, Elske Y9, Anouk Y10, Richmond Walker Y11 
Merit: Larissa Y6, Joseph Y9 

Boxing Achievements 
Giants Boxing academy had their awards last week which featured 
a few of our students.   

• Josiah  won the supreme award which is the Manny 
Pacquiao trophy. He also won the seniors outstanding 
athlete and the living our values award. 

• Jack  won most improved junior and bout of the year. 

• Pearl won most improved girl. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Camp 
The year 10s had 
a great few days 
at camp last 
week. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Zone Cyber Safety  
Information evening  

Monday 4th December at 7:00pm  - E Block 
We have recently signed up with Family Zone who 
will provide very comprehensive protection and 
control over the use of the internet at school. We 
have also signed up for a package that allows you 
as parents the same level of control at home over 
all devices. This comes with no cost to you.  
 
To find out more please see the email that was 
sent home last week.  We strongly recommend 
you attend the meeting which will be hosted by 
Colin Hogg who is the general manger of Family 
Zone. 

Whole school swimming day 

This is on Thursday 5th of December at the Frimley 
Pools.  Parents, please drop your children off at 
10:30am at Frimley Park by the rose gardens (staff 
will be there from 9:30am if you need to drop them 
earlier) Parents to pick up children at 2:30pm. 
Students should come wearing house coloured 
clothing (no face paint please) and bring togs, tow-
els, lunch (no food available at venue), drink, hats 
and sunscreen. Parents are 
welcome to come down to 
watch any time of the day, tod-
dlers can swim but you will 
need to pay for their entry. 

Check out our drone photo of the new H-Block in front of the 
technology classes and the proposed site (red dots) for the new 

gym/hall! 

B4 Trip to Hohepa Farm 

https://www.myschool.co.nz/


 
 
  

Uniform Shop  
The uniform shop is open 

every Tuesday from 
2:30pm-3:30pm  

4-8 November 
Victoria B1, Iziah B1, Phoebe  

E3, Heidi B3, Matthew E1, 
Tyson B2, Emily B6, Rena  

B6, Reuben  E2 

11-15 November 
Finn  E3, Caleb  E3, Summer  

E3, Lukas E1, James B1, Ashley  
B3, Arlo  B6, Alethea  E2, Pipi 

B4 Karli B2 

 

Start Dates 2020 
Wednesday 29th January – Teacher Only Day 
Thursday 30th January – Year 1-10 start 
Friday 31st January – Year 11-12 start 
Monday 3rd February – Whole school in attendance 

Pupil of the Week 

What’s Happening this 
Term 

November 
28th Y10 EIT trip 
29th Interschool Athletics 
29th Leavers Dinner  
 
December 
5th Swimming Day at Frimley 
6th Planned Year 9 Trip 
9th Planned Year 9 Trip 
10th Prizegiving  
11th Last day (12:45pm finish) 

28 Oct-1 November 
Jaimee E3, Laiden B4, 

Jesse  B2, Ava B3, CJ 
E2, Lily  E1, Pearl E1, Adriaan E1, Charlotte E1, Fo-

mai B6, Emma  

18-22 November 
Jasper  B2, Scarlett  B1, 

Charlie  E3, Jemima E3, 
Noah  E2, Dominique  

E1, Daniel  B4, Joshua  
B4, Micah  B4 


