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From the Deputy Principal
What a privilege it has
been to be acting deputy
principal this term! From this
perspective, I have come to
see how truly blessed we are
at Hastings Christian School
with the calibre of our staff.
Our students are surrounded
by a dedicated team of
Christian educators who
consistently go above and
beyond the requirements
Acting Deputy Principal
of the teaching profession.
Angie Pratt
I can confidently write that
the love and care that your
children receive here at Hastings Christian School is
unparalleled. Often, it is not until students and parents
step outside of the familiar school environment that
they realise just how special our school environment
is. Make sure to read the article of one of our Alumni,
Sam Whitton.
The adage, “It takes a village to raise a child,” comes
to mind. The power of an HCS education lies in
relationships that develop between your children
and their teachers. I have certainly appreciated the
numerous Christian teachers who have spoken God’s
truth into the lives of my own children. Their influence
has given my own children, and many others I am
sure, a solid Christian foundation to launch themselves
into life. It is no accident that relationship and truth
are central to our school mission statement. “To walk
students through all fields of human thought and
endeavour, discerning and celebrating Truth”. The
idea of “walking” speaks of a life-long relationship that
develops between students and teachers.
Authentic relationships are a rare commodity in
today’s climate. Relationships are vitally important
to children’s (particularly teenagers’) mental health
and well-being. At the end of last term, our teachers
were privileged to listen to Josh McDowell talk about
Generation Z. These digital natives are the kings
of contradictions. They are the most connected
generation, yet they are characterised by loneliness.
They have enormous opportunity but are plagued with
crippling anxiety. In many ways it was not surprising
to hear that relationships and a Christian worldview
are key for this generation. It is no mistake that God

Himself is in perfect relationship with our Lord Jesus
and the Holy Spirit and that he has adopted us into this
relationship. Ephesians 1:3-14.
As your precious children head into the examination
season, pressures to succeed and make choices build
and so does their anxiety. Please do talk to them about
this. Giving them opportunities to engage in face to
face relationships with their peers and other adults
may also help to fortify them against comparisons
with the fake digital world. Real people do have bad
days and they are not always on holiday! While there
is no perfection in relationships, your children are
truly blessed to have an opportunity to build authentic
relationships with Christian adults who genuinely love
and care for them.

Science Fair 2019

Firstly, I would like thank 18
of our students, year 7 to
year 13, who participated
in the Quiz competitions
at
intermediate,
junior
and senior levels, held at
Karamu High School on
the 15th of August. A huge
congratulations to the year 7 and 8 team of Sara Joji,
Lucy Smith and Scarlett Fothergill who came second
at their year level to win a prize. It is also worth
mentioning that the other year 7 and 8 team came
4th. Well done to all our students who got involved in
this competition.
Secondly, I would also like
to thank the 12 students,
year 7 to year 12, who
were involved in the
technology challenge held
at the EIT. The senior team,
Josiah Robinson and Max
Harris, blitzed the field of
contestants with 3000 points for their crane that held
up to the force of a mass being lowered to the ground.
Scientists Robert Hooke and Sir Isaac Newton would
have been proud of these boys! Well done.The junior
team, Jack Wellwood and Bradley Eldershaw came
second in their challenge. A proud effort. Well done
boys.Our students represented the school well and
are a credit to their families. David Penman - HOD
Science

Holiday Tutorial Schedule Y11-13

Holiday Tutorial Schedule
Monday 7th October
11SCI
10.00-12.00pm

Tuesday 8th
October
11ART
10.00-3.00pm

Wednesday 9th
October
13BIO
9.30-11.30pm

Thursday 10th
October
11MAT
10.00-12.00pm

Friday 11th
October
13CHEM
9.00-10.00am

12ART
10.00-3.00pm

11HIS
10.30-12.00pm

12PHY
10.00-12.00pm

12MAT
9.00-10.00am

13ART
10.00-3.00pm

12BIO
12.00-2.00pm

12ENG
12.30-2.00pm

11BUS
9.30-11.00am

11MUS
1.00-3.00pm

12CHEM
10.00-11.30am

13MWS
1.00-3.00pm

13MWC
10.00-12.00pm

13ENG
10.00-12.00pm

11ENG
11.00-12.30pm

Benchmark Exam Schedule Y11-13
YEAR 11
am
9.00-12.00
pm
1.00-4.00
YEAR 12
am
9.00-12.00
pm
1.00-4.00
YEAR 13
am
9.00-12.00
pm
1.00-4.00

Monday 14th
October

Tuesday 15th
October

Wednesday 16th
October

Thursday 17th
October

Friday 18th
October

11ENG

11SCI

11MAT

11BUS

11FAF

11MUS

11ART
11HIS

11GRA

11THM

Monday 14th
October
12ENG

Tuesday 15th
October
12MAT

Wednesday 16th
October
12CHEM

Thursday 17th
October
12PHY

12BIO

12ART

12THM

12HEC
12GRA

Monday 14th
October
13CHEM

Tuesday 15th
October
13MWS

Wednesday 16th
October
13MWC

Thursday 17th
October
13BIO

13MUS
13ART

13ENG

13THM

13HEC

Friday 18th
October

Friday 18th
October

Meet our Student Leaders
Atalia Thompson - Cultural Prefect

What aspects of culture are you particularly passionate
about?
I enjoy the expression that culture gives me and how
we are able to convey who we are with our own culture.
I believe that culture is a unique God-given flavour.
What is your main goal as a cultural leader this year?
My main goal for cultural leader this year is to help
improve the band, meaning getting new songs running
through every couple of weeks. I would like to have
more events held at school to do with cultures around
the world and even our own cultures in New Zealand.

Arrien Mallory - Cultural Prefect

What aspects of culture are you particularly passionate
about?
I find in culture and music, students are able to express
themselves freely and explore their creative side. They
can find out who they are outside of an academic and
sports environment which in my opinion is something
everyone should try.
What is your main goal as a cultural leader this year?
I hope to enhance all cultural aspects of the school
whether it be through art or music and acknowledge
the students who are involved in different cultural
activities outside of school. I also hope to leave behind
a strong team of musicians that are able to lead the
whole school in worship next year.
Why do you think it is important for students to become
involved in culture/ cultural events?
I think it challenges all students because there is no
point in life where there is no more to learn. There
are always new skills and techniques to be learnt
and I think it’s healthy for all students to persevere
in developing these skills. This is something we can
apply to all parts of life.

Sophie Clark - Sports Prefect

Why did you decide to apply for student leadership?
I remember always looking up to the leaders in the
high school. I have coached different sports at this
school for five years and decided that this was another
opportunity to serve and give back to the school.

Arrien

Atalia

Sophie

Josiah

What aspects of sports are you particularly passionate
about?
I am very passionate when it comes to sport. The
aspect of fun and laughter with friends and team mates
is something that initially drew me to sports. However,
as I’ve gotten older, the aspects of competition and
seriousness that come with sport are something that
I also love as it has taught me endurance and also
sportsmanship. I am extremely passionate about the
skills you get from working with new people who aren’t
necessarily your close friends.
What is your main goal as a sports leader this year?
My main goal as one of the sports leaders this year
was to help the students here at HCS to see how fun
sport can be. Sport is not only beneficial for one’s
physical health but is also a major character building
thing. More student participation and adult help, is
something that would also benefit the students here at
HCS in the long run.

Josiah Robinson - Sports Prefect

What aspects of sports are you particularly passionate
about?
I think one of my favourite aspects of sport is how
much diversity and different choices there are
under the term ‘sport’. Whether it be primary school
volleyball, professional rugby, or mucking around with
your friends on bikes up the peak, there is something
for everyone and I like that.
What is your main goal as a sports leader this year?
My main goal as sports leader this year is to help every
student here at HCS to see how fun sport can be. This
is something, I think, that would not only be beneficial
for our school as a whole but individuals as well.

Sports Corner
Rugby- Daniel Aitken and Cole van der
Spuy Year 9
Daniel and Cole are in year 9 and play rugby for
Hastings Boys High School. They follow in the
footsteps of several of our students who have played
rugby for other schools. Hastings Boys High School
and St John’s include our students their teams.
Several past students have played 1st XV rugby for St
John’s and have gone on to play premier senior rugby
for our local clubs. Some of these boys are verging
on Hawke’s Bay representation. Daniel and Cole
play for the E grade competition at Hastings Boys’.
Daniel has represented Hawke’s Bay as an age grade
Ross Shield representative. He was asked to play for
Hastings Boys High U14 team, which is a step up for
him but has chosen not to take up this opportunity at
this stage. Both boys have aspirations of playing 1st
XV rugby in the future. We do wish them well in their
endeavours. Go hard boys. We are proud of you.

Athletics
Richmond Walker Year 11
Richmond is our amazing runner entering the East
Coast North Island Secondary Schools Cross Country
in Gisborne this June. He came an excellent 3rd place
in the senior boys 6km race. This July he entered
the 5km Under 18 North Island Club Cross Country
in Taupo and managed a credible 16th place. Just
recently on the 3-4th of August he went to Upper Hutt in
Wellington to represent Hawke’s Bay/Gisborne in the
2019 Athletics NZ National Cross Country Champs.
Richmond gained a 25th place in the 5km race. He
was the second runner to cross the finish line from
the Hawke’s Bay/Gisborne team. The four man team
finished an awesome 3rd overall behind Canterbury
and Wellington. Go Richmond!

J.E.R.F Pop-Up Restaurant
As part of an action plan to address a nutritional issue, Year 13 Home Economics students decided to
open a pop up restaurant offering REAL food made
from scratch.
They planned and prepared delicious menu choices
including butter chicken, rice and handmade naan
bread, pulled pork and slaw, ciabatta rolls, and lasagne and salad. The food room was transformed on
Fridays with colourful tablecloths, music and flowers.
Understandably the restaurant has proved to be very
popular with many students, providing a convenient,
affordable and nutritious lunch option on Fridays with
the added bonus of being able to pay and order online.
All of the meals had extra nutrients surreptitiously add-

ed in the form of lentils, carrot, pumpkin, and spinach
without a single complaint!
The class wanted to encourage students and staff to
‘just eat real food’ (J*E*R*F) that is not only filling but
also nutrient rich, in place of highly processed foods
which
lack
nutrients are
high in energy
and often over
consumed.
They just can’t
compare!

Student Opportunities
Josiah Robinson – Boxing

About 18 months ago Josiah enrolled with the
Hastings Giants Boxing Academy - a Youth Trust
Olympic Boxing programme run by Craig McDougall
who is the organiser and head coach.
Q. What do you enjoy most about the sport of boxing?
I was looking for an individual sport in which I could
push myself, both in terms of fitness and mental
awareness. The fitness is excellent, there is a lot of
variety and you never get bored.
Q. Tell me more about Craig McDougall, the head
coach.
Craig has won two New Zealand national titles. He’s
a Christian and runs the gym as a non-profit outreach
and helps lots of kids. It is one of the best gyms in
Hawke’s Bay. He really looks after his athletes well
and knows what he is doing.
Q. What does your training generally look like?
We usually start each day with a morning session at
5.30am with a 3km run that is hard out, skipping (that
when done properly is great for overall fitness and
coordination,) and a couple of hours of combinations,
bag work and sparring. Saturdays are at the track
and include longer runs and sprints.
Q. How long did you have to train before you could
compete in your first fight?
I had to train a year and a half before I could compete.
Q. How have your first two fights gone?
They were a lot more intense than training. My first
opponent was shorter and heavier than me with four
previous fights. My second opponent had seven bouts
at prior competitions. Both fighters had quite different
styles. I was successful in winning both which was
very encouraging.
Q. What are
your
current
goals in boxing?
I am aiming for
the
Nationals
and to qualify
for
a
New
Zealand Samoa
competition.

Youth Mission Trip
to FIJI Interview with
Jeremy Dempsey

What are the key purposes
for the Riverbend Bible
church youth trip to Fiji?
To help the team to
establish and strengthen their own faith; to help them
to see the needs of others in the world; to demonstrate
that they have a place in, and the ability to, be a part of
God’s work in the world; to help them experience the
joy of seeing lives changed through their small acts of
obedence; and to help Fijian people understand what
the true gospel is and how it brings a change in a life.
What do you hope to accomplish while you are there?
We will be running children’s programs in villages,
working with 3 churches (taking their Sunday services,
kids church and youth groups). We will be involved in
sporting activities where we will get the opportunity to
share the gospel. Serving in an orphanage and other
various outreaches. We hope to be an encouragment
to the Christians we meet and we hope to help nonChristians find peace with Christ.
Who is going?
There are 10 of us on the team, RBC youth pastor
Toby Young, Open Air Campaigner (OAC) evangelist
Jeremy Dempsey, HCS teacher & OAC Administrator
Vicki-Lee Dempsey, Paige Dempsey, Dylan Dempsey,
Edward Major, Eleanor Major, Charlotte Sanko,
Georgia Millard and Josiah Robinson.
Where exactly in Fiji are you going?
We will be staying for 3 days on the coral coast at
the Christian camp for training and preparation,5
days in Suva and 5 days in Savu Savu from the 3rd of
December to the 17th of December - 14 days.
How can we be praying for the team?
Pray for team unity; wisdom in the way we interact with
each other and cross culturally; pray for the logistics
of the trip; that God would use us to be a blessing to
others and that we would grow in our relationship with
the Lord; and lastly please pray for good weather.
You can help the team raise funds by supporting
the mufti day at HCS in term 4.

Viola du Toit - Theatre Group
Hi Viola, can you
explain what you have
been involved in?
I have been a member
of the St Aubyn Theatre
group which has been
performing a musical
tribute to two famous
song writers: Jerome
Kern and Irvin Berlin.

past few years: in Annie and also in Beauty and the
Beast. Through this involvement, I heard about the
group and that’s how it started.

How did you get
involved in this?
I’ve been a part of two
main productions in the

Where do you want to go with this?
Absolutely going to carry on this by studying a
Bachelor of Art’s at Victoria University, hoping to be
involved in whatever musical comes my way.

What sort of commitment does this involve?
Heaps! I think I have been doing at least 10 hours a
week. This last performance involved 6 shows. I want
to say though that everyone is so committed. Our
musical director is so passionate and energetic and
she is now 84! Theatre stays in the blood.

Teacher Profile - Introducing: Victoria Bull
We are privileged to have Victoria with us from
Phoenix, Arizona in the USA until the end of this year
as a student teacher. She has been working with year
nine, ten and eleven students in secondary school
mathematics classes. She is also busy with year
seven, teaching maths and science. Victoria is in her
fourth and last year of a teaching degree at Grand
Canyon University (a Christian university) in Phoenix,
looking to hone her skills on our Kiwi kids.
We all know everything is bigger in America and this
also appears to be true for Victoria. Her hometown
Phoenix has a population of 4 1/2 million people, which
is about the same population as New Zealand. Her
high school had 3000 students. She was, therefore, a
little surprised that a tour of our school only took about
five minutes!
Teaching appears to run in her blood. Her mother is
a kindergarten teacher and dad teaches PE at a high
school. Even her grandparents were teachers. Victoria
loves being with young students and she enjoys
watching and helping individuals learn, relishing those
moments when students finally get that tricky concept.
She grew up loving mathematics ( “math” as they
call it in the US). She just got it and it was always
her favourite subject. Because she was good at it,
other students often came to her for help and Victoria
enjoyed tutoring these students. It was the logical next

step to study “math” and
become a teacher of it. So
why come to New Zealand
to complete her training?
Victoria loves to travel and
her mother once applied for
a teacher exchange in New
Zealand, putting our country
on her radar. The next step
was to apply for a placement
at
a
Christian
school
overseas. Hastings Christian
School was on the list and,
thankfully, that’s where she
was placed.
Her initial impression of New Zealand was of lots of
grass, lots of trees, and lots of sheep. We are somewhat
of a contrast to Arizona which is largely desert. She
thinks we have a beautiful country and that our accent
is cool. She enjoys our staff’s fine sense of sarcasm,
which we also understand as humour. She thinks
our students are sweet and also respectful, although
she thought it unusual some children were happy to
go about with bare feet in the middle of winter. Our
students are responding well to Victoria’s input and we
all enjoy having her at our school. She is already very
much part of the team, involving herself in the life of
the school. Welcome to HCS Victoria!

Alumni- Samuel Whitton
Since beginning as a new entrant and then leaving
Hastings Christian School in 2013 as a year 13
student, Sam embarked on his study of Architecture
at Wintec in Hamilton. After his study, he worked as
a structural drafting cadet for Holmes Consulting
and was promoted to “structural drafter” last year.
He has already had a successful career working on
a wide range of projects including a variety of large
commercial buildings, bridges, travel lift structures and
seawalls. For those of you familiar with Auckland, two
large commercial projects Sam has worked on are
Sylvia Park and Commercial Bay.
Sam has had many opportunities with his employer. “I
have made a simple goal to put my hand up for every
opportunity that arises that could benefit not just my
career but also my character and life in general. Some
of these opportunities have taken me out of my comfort
zone and have been very challenging”, said Sam. He
has learnt that even through the hard times, you will
always come out stronger if you persevere and try
your best. Sam says, “Life is not easy but focussing
on God can really help you get through anything. This
could mean reading the Bible, spending time with God
through prayer and attending a home group.”
Since leaving HCS, Sam has made many new
Christian and non-Christian friends. He has seen and
heard how the world lives along with all the regret and
pain that can come with it. Sam describes his time at
HCS as being in a Christian bubble. In listening to his
friends’ recounts of their school days, he has realised
how privileged he was to go to HCS. “There were just
less pressures from the worldly ways of thinking and
teachers who care about every individual student. It
also gave me a greater understanding of the Christian
faith and was always a positive environment to learn in,”
said Sam. He really appreciated the encouragement

from his teachers and how
this led to him striving on
when he struggled with
school. “HCS has definitely
shaped my life is a positive
direction,” said Sam.
“You are so blessed to be
given an education from a
true Christian school,” Sam
encourages our students.
“Do not take the school or teachers for granted.
They work hard and have a passion for not just your
education, but also your Christian journey with God.
Therefore, work hard yourselves but also enjoy your
school life.” Sam really enjoyed making friends of all
ages at HCS. He loved playing a wide variety of sports.
At times, university was challenging but Sam found
that his initial nervousness about how difficult he
would find it was unwarranted. “I found myself far
more comfortable with less competition for grades
with my new class. We were more like minded and
most of us were bad spellers with great imaginations
and problem-solving minds. This gave me a boost in
confidence,” said Sam. He has also had some pretty
awesome conversations with people about his faith. “I
aim to share about my faith at work or wherever I am.
I have learnt that you do not need to know everything
about the Bible, God or Jesus to have a conversation
about your faith,” said Sam.
Sam’s final encouragement to our present students is,
“Most of all, trust God. You will be tested and trialled
through your Christian journey, not just with school
tests and exams but with life in general. Always look
to God to help you through these times, not just in
thoughts and prayers but also through your Christian
family, church, mentors and teachers.”

WIlliam Clark - Update on his cricket trip to Australia
After some rain hindering the first couple days of play, we finally got underway against the Australian Under 19
team, four days into the tour. I personally made 25 runs however, we ended up just losing by 9 runs. The other
game was much the same however
in the fourth and final match against
Australia I managed to top score with

43. After spending a week in Brisbane we headed to
Caloundra for a week of intense training and learning. I
excelled with the bat and made 50 in the first in-house
match and then also made 30 not out in the second
match. Overall it was a tremendous experience where
I learnt a lot about my game and enjoyed a great time
in Australia with a group of great guys.Thanks for
all the continued prayers and support. I greatly appreciate it and I’m looking forward to what’s ahead.

