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From the Deputy Principal
Dear Parents,

Welcome to our first 
newsletter for 2019. As 
a staff, we look forward 
to the privilege of 
teaching your children 
this year and we are 
excited about how we 
can challenge and 
encourage them to do 
their very best. Classes 
have now settled into 

good routines and it is great to see the students focused 
and engaged in their studies. We have a number of 
new students in the secondary area and we warmly 
welcome them to our school:

Matthew McMinn-Collard Year 9
Aashna Anish   Year 9  
Ruby van Maanen  Year 9  
Joseph Kara   Year 9
Daniel Martin   Year 9
Benjamin Barry  Year 10
Mya Lamborn   Year 10

It gives me great pleasure to celebrate with you the 
fantastic achievements of our students in the NCEA 
examinations last year. Our overall NCEA pass rate 
was 89%, with a University Entrance (UE) pass rate 
of 80%. We were also thrilled to receive 3 scholarship 
passes.

 

To explain the UE pass rate a little more, it requires 
a student to achieve 14 credits over 3 subjects at 
level 3 (Year 13). Because it measures success over 
a number of subjects, it is often regarded as a more 
reliable statistic. The graph below shows how well 
we have performed compared to similar decile rated 
schools and as you can see, we have almost double 
the pass rate of these schools!

Enjoy reading through the newsletter! We would like to 
encourage you to contact us at the earliest opportunity 
if you have any questions or comments regarding class 
work or homework expectations. We look forward to 
partnering with you this year in the education of your 
children. 

Kind regards,

Gerald Feyter
Deputy Principal
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HCS Similar Schools (Decile)

Year 11 
Merit
Rachel Akkerman, Zane Eldershaw, Ethan Huston, 
Stacey Koster, Jayde Badger, Marlies Meinsma, 
Charlotte Sanko, Brienna Scott, Justin van den 
Hout, Caleb Velvis, Alice Wellwood

Excellence
Isabelle Walker

Year 12
Merit
Arrien Mallory, Sarah Nieuwland, Hayley Scott

Excellence
Anna van den Hout

Year 13
Merit
Aileen Eldershaw, Alice Feyter, Sarah Gedye, 
Eleanor Major, Anika Meinsma, Annah Oxley, Anna 
Parsons, Alanah Pratt, Anton Wiehahn

Excellence
Johanna Palmers
Campbell Walker

Scholarship
Alanah Pratt (Biology), Campbell Walker (Physics), 
Alice Feyter (English)

%
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Meet our Student Leaders
William Clark
Head Boy

Why did you decide to apply 
for student leadership?
To encourage others in their 
walk with the Lord. To share 
my personal experiences that 
I have gained over the last 13 
years here at the school.

What have been some of the highlights in your time 
at HCS?
Personal relationships I have built with the staff.  The 
Tongariro Crossing and the latest year 13 camp have 
to be highlights for me.

What do you intend to do next year?
I’m thinking of doing a Bachelor of Communications 
degree OR playing cricket in Europe as an overseas 
professional.

What is your main goal as a student leader this year?
To be a relatable person that other people can come 
to freely and openly.

Anna van den Hout
Head Girl

Why did you decide to apply 
for student leadership?
It was a good opportunity 
for me to gain in confidence 
and make a difference for 
our high school . Also to be 
more inclusive and have more 
interaction across groups.

What have been some of the highlights in your time 
at HCS?
Our success with the YES programme last year, the 
Duke of Ed tramps, the house video competition and 
having a really cool year group.

What do you intend to do next year?
I actually have no idea but am considering a gap year 
or studying a Bachelor of Arts degree.

What is your main goal as a student leader this year?
Using our devotions, so that they not only challenge 
but encourage students to personalise what they 
hear.

Teacher Profile
Andrea Wilburn has 
been teaching art at HCS 
since 2011 and hails 
from Portland, Oregon, 
USA. She is now firmly 
entrenched in New Zealand 
culture and is getting to 
grips with the Kiwi lingo.  
Andrea has taken on the 
challenge of training our 
house leaders.  The school 
prides itself on student 
interactions and what better 

place to see this then during house activities.  We can 
thank Andrea for her leadership of these students and 
the  awesome events we have had. Andrea has a 
Bachelor of Arts and a Diploma of  Teaching.  She has 

demonstrated through the years how capeable she is 
of getting students to produce some wonderful peices 
of art, many of which are displayed throughout the 
administration block.   Andrea enjoys the outdoors and 
has participated as a teacher in the Duke of Edinburgh 
tramps.  She enjoys weekend walks and tramps with 
her friends.  As her family are a long way from NZ, she 
regularly visits 
them and holds 
them dear.  She 
is a dedicated 
and enthusiastic 
teacher and is 
an asset to HCS.

Year 11 Art



Year 13 Camp
Year 13 camp, what a way to start the new school year. 
Wednesday morning, we arrive, all eight of us, weary 
eyed from the first early start we’d had since exams. 
Now we had only heard good things about the camp, so 
our expectations were pretty high, however by the end 
of camp all were exceeded. Following the roll of a dice, 
we set off. Two cars, three teachers and eight students. 

After a two-hour car ride we finally made it to Ted’s 
lakeside batch in Taupo. Let me just say the view of 
the lake was spectacular. Not one of us wasted a 
single moment before hitting the water. Some of us 
enjoyed a nice calm kayak while others were being 
tossed around on a biscuit behind Ted’s boat. Some 
of us even tried wake boarding and water skiing. To 
our amusement most of us fell on our face however, 
Lana persisted, got up and made it look easy. 

Later that day we were split into two teams where we 
competed in different team building exercises. We 
were neck and neck by the end of it so, as a tiebreaker, 
we had a gruesome relay. Running, kayaking and 
swimming. As you would expect we were all pretty 
exhausted when it was time to pack up and head to 
the camp ground. Upon our arrival we looked at each 
other and said surely this isn’t right. We appeared to 
be at a resort rather than a camping ground. There 
was some big fancy pool, nice as kitchens and even 
clean bathrooms so we were shocked to find out that 
this was the right place. After quickly pitching our 

tents we headed to the pool and wow was it nice. 
It was heated, it had jets and it even had an island 
bar. Crazy right? We must have been in there for a 
solid two hours because when we got out we felt like 
shrivelled prunes. Shortly after that it was lights out. 

Day two began with a quick breakfast, a tent pack 
down and a slightly amusing inspection of our sun 
burns before setting off to the Waitomo caves. After 
another long car ride and some very competitive 
volleyball at one of our pitstops, we arrived. We 
were all excited and a bit nervous for the black 
water rafting. It was something which we had only 
heard legends about from previous years groups yet 
never experienced for ourselves. Let me tell you the 
caves did not disappoint. It wasn’t some fast-paced 
exhilarating activity but an awe-inspiring experience, 
one in which we will never forget. The glow worms and 
rock formations truly astounded us and once again 
reminded us of how brilliantly beautiful God’s creation is. 

The amazing activities we had experienced and the 
time we spent together as a class was fantastic, but 
what really made the camp truly memorable were 
the devotions. Each teacher shared an incredible 
message to encourage us and prepare us for 
not only the coming year but what comes after, 
messages that we can carry throughout our lives.

Arrien Mallory



Student Opportunities

Anna Spends Holidays in Sao Paulo
Anna van den Hout won a trip to Brazil through the Young 
Enterprise Scheme after attending an Entrepreneurs 
in Actions event in Wellington last year. The 9 day trip, 
sponsored by the Latin American Centre of Asia Pacific 
Excellence, was in December last year for eight New 
Zealand students so they could learn about Brazilian 
start-up businesses in Sao Paulo. They spent a part 
of each day visiting local businesses, many with NZ 
connections, demonstrating excellence and ingenuity. 
For Anna two businesses stood out, Leitissimo and 
Natura. 

Leitissismo (a Brazilian word play on milk and delicious) 
used local milk from grass fed cattle to produce dairy 
products including, milk, yogurt and ice cream. (Anna 
claims the ice cream was very good) The company is 
headed up by a Kiwi with dairy experience, who told 
the group that due to lack of grazing land in Brazil most 
milk is imported, making their product unique.

Natura is a cosmetics firm who also owns the more 
well know Body Shop. Anna was impressed by the way 
this company cared for their employees. The company 
providing a pool, gym, manicures, haircuts, child care 
and the like for their workers. She wondered with all 
the distractions if any work got done.

They took time exploring the vibrant, busy and noisy 
city, enjoying the food, (lots of meat!) music, and 
colourful murals covering many city walls and buildings. 
It seemed more like an all-day party than a city.

Anna really enjoyed experiencing the unique Brazilian 
culture and the friendly and helpful people she met. 
She thoroughly recommends the experience and is 
telling other students to watch out for this opportunity 
if it comes up again.



While most of us were having a relaxing summer 
break, William Clark has been playing a serious 
amount of cricket!

He has now played three games for Central Districts A 
as well as debuting for the Hawke’s Bay Men’s Team 
scoring 35 with the bat against Poverty Bay.

William played in two national tournaments in 
December/January. He was a member of the Central 

Districts Under 17 team and the Central Districts 
Under 19 team, both tournaments being played in 
Lincoln.  In the Under 19 tournament the CD team 
placed 3rd. In the Under 17 tournament, the CD 
team reached the final where William scored 99 with 
the bat in an unsuccessful chase against Auckland. 
During this tournament William was the 6th highest 
run-scorer with 350 runs over six games, and was the 
2nd highest wicket takers with 11 wickets.

William also plays club cricket, being a member of 
the Havelock North Men’s team who won the 55 over 
premier competition this year. 

He is currently a member of the larger NZ Under 19 
squad - the actual team to tour Australia in July will be 
named soon. 

We are very excited about William’s potential and the 
possibilities that may be coming his way! 

Sports Corner

SHAKESPEARE’S POP UP GLOBE 
Year 11-13 English Trip to Auckland
Tuesday 19th-Wednesday 20th March

After performing to an astonishing 600,000 people in 
just two years, Pop-up Globe – the world’s first full-scale 
temporary working replica of one of the greatest theatres 
in history, the second Globe – is back this summer with a 
new season of unmissable productions.



It has become tradition in the year 13 home economics 
class to start the year with a Donna Hay recipe look-
alike competition! Donna is one of Australia’s favourite 
and most trusted cooks and she just happens to have 
the most wonderful photographs of her recipes online 
so we don’t have to own all of her beautiful cookbooks! 
Each student selects a recipe and the accompanying 
photograph then re-creates the recipe in class, with 
the aim of making it as identical to the photograph as 
possible. 

This is no easy task and a lot of deliberation goes 
into choosing the recipe, sourcing the necessary 
equipment and of course, recreating the chosen 
meal or dessert as closely as possible to the original. 
We don’t use all the tricks that food photographers 
often use such as engine oil instead of maple syrup 
or shaving foam instead of cream, but this year we 
did have the expertise of Sarah Nieuwland with her 
professional camera to photograph our replicas! She 
patiently waited as students repositioned food, wiped 
spots and smears away, searched for the best light 
and generally fussed over their recipe in the hope of 
pulling off their copy-cat recreation. 

This year there were a range of recipes chosen 
and after the photographing we enjoyed a veritable 
feast!The overall winner voted by staff was Hayley 
Scott’s Molten chocolate chunk brownie with Lana 
van der Werffs’ chicken kimchi sushi coming a close 
second.Ola Tuimaualuga created the pesto and pasta 
dish, Michael Gunther made the mocha pudding and 
Jacob Lassing the pork lasagne.  

I wonder which one you would have chosen had you 
been the judge? 

Home Economics



Off to the Opera! 
NCEA music students were extremely fortunate to 
receive complimentary tickets to see a performance of 
the opera, “La traviata,” This opera is put on by Project 
Prima Volta each year during the  Art Deco Festival. 
Essentially this opera is a love story with the usual 
twists and turns, ending tragically with the death of 
the main heroine. The set design was outstanding and 
the musicians performed skillfully under the capable 
hand of well know conductor, Jose Aparicio. It was 
entertaining to see our very own secondary choir 
conductor, Joseph Christensen play the role of Baron 
Douphol and another familiar face was Villi Moore, 
former HCS student, who was one of the matadors. 
This was a great experience for our students! 

Project Prima Volta
The aim of Project Prima Volta is to promote social 
inclusion through the medium of opera. Each year 
30 teenagers from entirely diverse backgrounds are 
accepted for a year-long programme of coaching and 

mentoring culminating in their performance in a fully 
staged classical opera. Training together for up to 
eight hours a week, they work alongside international 
and homegrown industry professionals as well as local 
performers and volunteers. Their hard work culminates 
in the unique experience of creating supportive roles 
in a major opera production, during the Tremains 
Art Deco Festival. If you would like to know more 
about auditions and to register your interest, please 
contact us at: Phone: 021 074 7070 email: auditions@
primavolta.co.nz

HCS Extra-Curricular Groups
We have hit the road running with our extra-curricular 
music programme now in its fourth week. Orchestra, 
choir and band are in full swing. New members are 
always welcome and we’d particularly appreciate a 
few more boys in the choir. Joseph Christensen, our 
choir conductor, is a great role model for our boys and 
very experienced at coaching them. 

HCS Instrumental Programme
This year 71 students learn through our instrumental 
programme. It is wonderful to see music lessons 
happening on different days throughout the school 
week. Our music specialists, the majority of whom are 
also trained classroom teachers, offer a real service 
to our students with their expertise and passion for 
music. Please encourage your child to develop regular 
practice routines so that they can benefit fully from 
their lessons.

MUSIC

Year 11 Science - Stream Study


