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From the Deputy Principal
Dear Parents,

Welcome to our term three newsletter. With this term 
nearly at a close, it is a timely reminder for our senior 
secondary students to consider the importance of 
preparing well for their benchmark examinations. We 
timetable these examinations as late as possible to 
ensure students have completed the vast majority 
of their course work and can therefore use this 
examination as an accurate “benchmark” of what will 
really happen, just over a month later. It is therefore 
imperative that students are as prepared as possible. 
Inside this newsletter you will find information 
regarding holiday tutorials as well as the timetable 
for the examinations themselves. Parents, we cannot 
emphasise enough how important your role is in your 
child’s preparation. Here are some simple tips to 
encourage effective study:

• Take an active interest in what your child is 
studying. We give you the opportunity to sign off 
on revision work that your child is doing. Please 
make a point of doing this.

• Put timetables and schedules in a communal place 
like on the fridge! Refer to them regularly.

• Provide a study place, free from distractions like 
cell phones, iPads etc. Feel free to bribe, coerce, 
and praise lavishly when your child successfully 
completes a chunk of study.

• Help them by breaking their study down into 
manageable chunks. Studying non-stop for half an 
hour is actually really hard to do. Don’t set them 
unachievable targets. Regular, shorter study times 
are always more effective.

• Attendance at the holiday tutorials is critical. Our 
teachers want to see as many students as possible 
take advantage of this excellent opportunity.

HCS has had an excellent winter season of sporting 
involvement. I would like to acknowledge Victoria Clark 
for her commitment and dedication in coordinating our 
sports teams. Of particular note this season, our Senior 
A Netball team won their division (snr 1), coached by Vic 
Clark, and our 1st XI Football team won their division 
(div 3), coached by Rob Nieuwland. A big thank you 
must go to Rob Nieuwland, Duncan Eldershaw, Renee 
Ford, and Lindel Stonestreet, our parent and teacher 
coaches, who have put considerable time aside to 
take these teams on. Their effort and input has been 

much appreciated and 
vital for allowing these 
sports teams to continue 
here at this school. Whilst 
thanking parent helpers, 
I must also thank Eric 
Meinsma for his regular 
commitment in organising 
the Year 9 Ski Trip, which 
he has now done for a 
number of years. Thanks 
also go to the growing 
number of student 
coaches who have helped 
out this season. It is great to see students finding ways 
of serving others and the sporting arena is a fine way 
of doing this.

I would like to close by wishing our senior students 
all the best in their preparations for the upcoming 
benchmark examinations.

HCS Football 2018



Holiday Tutorials

Benchmark Exam Schedule

YEAR 11 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

am
9:00-12:00

11ENG 11SCI 11MAT 11BUS

pm
1:00-4:00

11MUS
11FAF

11HIS 11ART
11GRA

11THM

YEAR 13 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

am
9:00-12:00

13BIO 13MWS 13CHE 13MWC

pm
1:00-4:00

13MUS
13THM

13ENG
13ART

13PHY
13ART

13HEC

YEAR 12 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

am
9:00-12:00

12ENG 12MAT 12CHE 12BIO

pm
1:00-4:00

12HEC
12MUS

12ART
12THM

Monday 15th October-Thursday 18th October

Monday 8th
October

Tuesday 9th
October

Wednesday 10th
October

Thursday 11th
October

Friday 12th
October

12MAT
9:00-10:30
11MAT
9:30-11:00
13MWC
10:30-12:00

12BIO
1:00-2:30

12MAT
9:00-10:30

12HEC
1:30-3:00

11ENG
12:30-2:00

11MUS
9:00-10:30

11BUS
2:00-3:30

13PHY
10:00-11:30

13CHE
1:00-3:00

13ENG
10:30-12:00

13BIO
10:30-12:00

13HEC
9:00-10:30

12ENG
10:30-12:00

11FAF
11:30-1:00PM

13MWS
10:00-11:30

12CHE
10:30-12:00

11HIS
10:30-12:00

11SCI
10:30-12:00

12/13MUS
12:00-1:30

11-13ART
10:00-3:00



HCS YES Company Wins EIT Business Event

Anna van den Hout and William Clark attended the 
EIT social media workshop in July this year promoting 
their product the Lightning Lock. They were presented 
with a challenge to promote their presence at the 
Hawkes Bay farmers market on social media. Anna 
and William took two quite different approaches, 
the first  “How in the day and life of a tradie would 
our product be used”, and  secondly explaining the 
advantages of their lock on securing valuable horse 
floats among the horsey set. They won first prize in 
the challenge beating other teams from Hawkes Bay 
to win $500 presented by Stuart Nash Labour MP for 
Napier. Well done guys!

In August, the YES group had a stall at the Napier 
Farmers market which generated a lot of interest.  In 
the school holidays they will be travelling to Gisborne 
to attend the Poverty Bay AMP Show and then they 
will also be showcasing their product at the Hawke’s 
Bay AMP Show.

Student Opportunities
Anna van den Hout Wins Trip to Brazil

Anna successfully applied to attend Entrepreneurs in 
Action  (EIA) which was held over four days in June 
this year. EIA is an event organised through the Young 
Enterprise Scheme which our school is involved in. It 
is a privilege just to be selected and applicants are 
required to send in a video application. 

Over the course of the days the students were put 
into teams of eight and given two challenges. The first 
challenge required them to find innovative ways for 
Genesis Energy to retain existing customers and grow 
new ones. Anna’s team came up with a solution where 
businesses could invest in solar panels for their own 
use and sell some of the electricity back to the power 
company. They also came up with a solar panel rent-
to-own scheme for domestic customers ensuring they 
had their custom for, at least, the length of the payback 
time. Her team took out first place for this challenge.

Challenge one was just the warm up for the main 
event. Challenge two required the teams to invent a 
market entry strategy for fencing solutions for farmers 

in South America for 
sponsor Agrismart. Anna’s 
team initially focused 
on Chile with a similar 
sized economy to New 
Zealand which resulted 
in team members calling 
and interviewing Chile’s 
minister of finance. They 
eventually settled on the 
larger market, with even 
greater potential, of Brazil. 
Their solution involved 
electric fencing that did 
not lose charge and the ability to shock very long 
distances from the energiser unit. Encouraged by their 
initial success they were up till 3am the morning before 
the final working on and polishing their presentation. 
The hard work was worth it, her team also won this 
challenge, winning a trip to Brazil in December and 
a $7000 scholarship to Massey University. Anna was 
ecstatic with the win and overwhelmed with the prizes. 
Well done Anna. We are very proud of you.



Service Day
It is truly more blessed to give than to receive. 
Students experienced the joy of giving their time and 
effort to help others during our biannual Service Day.

It was a bright day for being outdoors and anticipation 
was high. Students did not get to choose their 
event or their tasks but accepted their jobs with 
good grace. Thanks to the parent helpers Mrs 
Scott and Mrs Walker, for helping with transport. 

Mrs Pratt and Mrs Lassing took one team to help 
with tree planting beside the Karamu Stream, 
aided by the Council.  Mr Philipsen and Miss 
Wilburn took another group to the Havelock North 
Community Gardens to help tidy up the  gardens.  
At Stoney Creek Ranch, toilets, windows and floors 
were cleaned, beds made, leaves raked, firewood 
chopped and stacked in the overall spring clean. 

In the cooking room, Mrs Major and her team made soups 
and juice from donated produce to give to Nourished 
for Nil, the charity on Karamu Road which gives away 
meals each day to people in need. They rescue food 
that might otherwise be wasted. The team also made 
muffins for the opening of the Community Food stall 
that Mrs Oxley set up outside school, which is a free 
stall with donated produce for people in the community. 

In the sewing room, Mrs Nicoll and her team recycled old 
fabrics and made them into reusable bags, and donated 
them to Boomerang Bag Hawke’s Bay to distribute, 
in a bid to reduce plastic bag use in our community. 

Another team also went to the Open Home 
Foundation for cleaning. Overall, the teachers 
were impressed with the students’ willingness to 
serve with joy and some slightly off-key singing!



Teacher Profile
David Penman 
Head of Science

Dave Penman has been 
around a while at HCS, and 
has a lot to offer with his 
broad range of skills and 
interests. Academically, 
he has a double major in 
mathematics and biology 
and enjoys the practical 
application of mathematics 
that physics and chemistry 
offers.

He is a people person who genuinely enjoys the 
company of the students and sees the good in anyone, 
and is loyal to his friends.Dave is drawn to sports and  
the camaraderie it offers, playing golf and in his own 
words “the stupid old fool still plays golden oldies ruby 
and referees.”

He is passionate about spending time in the outdoors, 
camping and fishing remote Wairarapa beaches. 
Culturally, he has natural musical rhythm and plays 
guitar wherever the opportunity arises including his 
church worship team. He is very family oriented, 
and loves spending time with his children and 
grandchildren.

The year 10 class, lead by Mrs Nicoll, completed a 
very successful market day at the end of August. Many 
weeks of planning had gone into sourcing products, 
pricing, advertising and logistics. This is an invaluable 
experience for business studies students as they plan 
for the event and deal with customers on the day.  

All groups made profit at some point in the day.  Most 
groups all made an average of $100 which was well 
earned and surely well spent! With most groups being 
well prepared, and the weather being beautiful and 
clear, it made for a successful market day. 

With the carnival afternoon happening right after the 
delicious food and drinks, we’re sure this market day 
will be an amazing memory for the younger kids, and 
inspire many others to take up business studies to gain 
the same skills and knowledge we were privileged to 
receive. 

Year 10 Market Day



Science Fair
This year, HCS entered 
three challenges; The 
Quiz, Technology and 
Titration challenges.

We always have 
students wanting to be 
team members for the 
challenges and we are 
always oversubscribed 
with keen students. It is a joy to see the enthusiasm 
of our students when asking for their interest in the 
science fair.

We entered 14 teams. This consisted of 36 students 
from Y8 to Y13. I sincerely thank all participants for 
their keenness and participation in the science fair. 
Thanks also go to the students who put their names 
forward but missed out on a team. 

The highlight was our two 2nd places in the technology 
challenge.

Year groups 7-8 Technology Challenge: 
Ben Cuppen and Vincent Marinus
Year Groups 9-10 Technology Challenge: 
Josiah Robinson and Edward Major.

The boys attended the Prize giving ceremony on 
Thursday 16th August to receive a cash award and 
certificate in recognition of their place.

The quiz teams made an improvement this year with 
all year groups positioning themselves at average and 
above in competitions featuring 22 local schools. 

Josiah and Edward’s Interview: 

What did you do for the challenge?
We had to get a bucket of water over a 2.5m pole 
without touching it or the frame holding it with only 
25 sheets of newspaper 6m of string and one roll of 
cello tape.

What did you do to achieve second place?
We made a thin pole about 2m long and threaded the 
string through it and 
then made a hook 
with the cellotape 

What did you like 
about the technology 
challenge?
The prizes were cool. 
It was fun working on 
the challenge.

Ben Cuppen’s 
Interview:

What did you do for the challenge?
For our challenge we had to make a structure using 
about 30 straws, some tape and scissors to support 
a marble on a string so that it didn’t touch the ground. 
We were awarded points for how far the marble 
was from the base of the structure and how tall the 
structure was.

What did you do to achieve second place? 
We designed a square base with straws and tapes. 
All others made a triangle base. We made some 
straws come out of the back of the square base 
which we then put the scissors and tape on it to 
weigh the structure down to stop it from tipping.

What did you like about the tech challenge?
It was fun to work with a friend on this challenge. The 
prizes were great too.



Rebekah Potts 
(nee Philipsen)

What years did you attend 
HCS? 
2000-2013

Favourite memory from 
HCS?
I always had great fun joking 
around with friends in class 
(sorry teachers!).

What have you been doing since you left school?
In 2014 I moved to Auckland to study Occupational 
Therapy. I graduated in 2016 and then in 2017 I got 
married and began work as a community occupational 
therapist in South Auckland. I have now left my job and 
am moving to Melbourne, Australia, to work in a private 
hospital as a rehabilitative occupational therapist.

How did you find the transition from school life to 
entering study or the work force?  
Moving out of home and into study was really exciting. 
I had a lot more independence and got to learn more 
in my area of study as well as many more life skills. 

There’s more pressure once you’re out of school . 
You have to mature a lot and start making some big 
decisions for yourself, but it’s a great time to grow in 
your faith and dependence on God.

Can you tell us about your current employment? 
Working in the health industry is tough but can be 
very rewarding. Occupational therapy looks different 
in different settings but essentially we set goals with 
people around what every day things (occupations) 
they would like to do but can’t because of a disability, 
illness or injury and then help them achieve those 
goals through different strategies.  

In what ways has attending HCS influenced or shaped 
your decision making as an adult ?
HCS helped me to develop a strong work ethic and an 
understanding of the importance of working hard for 
the Lord. This has encouraged me to make decisions 
which may require more work but provide better results. 
It also helped me develop a Christian worldview which 
provided a great foundation to developing my faith as 
a Christian and using discernment.

What piece of advice would you give to our year 13 
students as they prepare to leave school? 
Make sure that you choose your new friends wisely. 
Friends have a huge impact on what you do and the 
decisions you make. If you hang with like minded 
friends who value honouring the Lord then you will 
be held accountable and be influenced to do what is 
right in the eyes of God. It’s easy to say or think you 
can hang out with people and not get caught up in the 
wrong things, but it’s much harder to do what’s right 
when you’re in the wrong crowd. Proverbs 13:20 says 
“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the 
companion of fools will suffer harm.”

ALUMNI

 

NCEA Art Exhibition 
and Music Performances
Friday 21st September

5:00-7:00pm Duart House

Sports & Cultural Awards
Tuesday 6th November


