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“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2
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School Mission Statement
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating
Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour.
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I recently had the opportunity to visit four Wellington schools. It
was good not only to be a ‘fly on the wall’ but also to hear, from An extract from our soon to be released ‘What is an HCS Edueach of the principals, the journey they had been on in helping cation’ document helps to make my point.
grow their respective schools.
The following week I was at a conference where Nick Pole, the
new CEO of the Education Review Office (ERO), was one of the
keynote presenters. Nick shared a list of ‘sustainability factors’ that are considered essential if schools are to function effectively. The list included things like:






Culture of high expectations
Capability building
Powerful networks and linkages
Improvement orientation

Put simply this means that for schools to be great they need to
work hard to help kids and staff excel and for the parent community to be actively involved and on the same page! By all
these measures each of the schools – and our school - would be
considered to be doing well.
In our context we have an amazingly capable and dedicated
staff that are committed not only to student improvement, but
their own professional development. Equally we have an active
parent community as evidenced by the many ways that you all
support the work in the school.
But the question is that ultimately how we should define or sustain success? Something is missing here. While each of the
schools I visited were distinct, their common philosophy left God
out of the picture and placed man (children) squarely at the
centre. Colossians 2:3 says that ‘in (Christ) are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge’

We find our model and inspiration, of course, in the character of
God, the very One who makes sense of it all. At every opportune
turn, then, we encounter and celebrate Him and His work. His
truth becomes especially apparent when we situate learning in
the context of big questions - Who am I? What is authority?
How can we know something for sure? Is a snowflake beautiful?
Does it matter? How and why are people and societies both
beautiful and broken? We have found that posing such questions, both systematically and spontaneously, is an excellent way
of cultivating a spirit of inquiry and wonder, and of making clear
to students that life can be understood as a great conversation,
one that spans continents and millennia, and one that invites
thoughtful, fresh engagement.
Ultimately, in an age of perpetual and confusing change, an
excellent education centred on Jesus Christ, and unified by unchanging, authoritative truths is an education that will truly future-proof students as well as any human work can. They will
recognise that although the seen world ebbs and flows, the unseen does not. Cultivating this appreciation and the sense that
life and learning are eternally meaningful and under the care of
a beautiful God will help to ensure that students are prepared
not merely for a living, but for life.
Yesterday the staff spent the afternoon with Dr Bev Norsworthy,
head of teaching and learning at Bethlehem Tertiary Institute in
Tauranga, in order to be better equipped to provide this kind of
education for your children.
Gavin Clark
Principal

Notices:
Welcome

We welcome the Fuata’I family back from Australia.
and started with us last week.

Welcome to another new student. van Niekerk who
started in today and his parents Harry & Dandelion.
HCS Open Events
We have an open evening for the secondary school on Monday 25th of June from 5.30pm-7.00pm and an open afternoon for the primary school on Wednesday 27th of June. If
you know of any families who may be considering our school,
please invite them along!
Primary Parent Teacher Interviews
Bookings are now open for primary parent teacher interviews.

Tuesday 3 July 3.30pm-5.30.pm & 6.30pm-8.30pm

Wednesday 4 July 3.30pm-5pm
Please go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the event
code dvj5h
If you are unable to attend, you are always welcome to make
an appointment to see your child’s teacher.
Uniform
As advised in 2016, this year is the last year for transition
from our old uniform items to our new ones. From 2019 all
students will need to be in the new uniform items. A letter
will come home soon explaining all the details along with an
order form as new items will need to be ordered this year so
as to have them in time for the start of 2019.

Reports
Primary reports will come home next week and secondary at
the end of the term.
Author Visits
Last week we had a
number
of
authors
come to HCS to talk to
students about their
books. Wardini visited
Year 9 English and Kitty
Brown and Tim Tipene
visited
the
primary
school.
Friday pizza lunches
Pizza lunches (Hawaiian & Beef & Onion) are $1
each and can be ordered and paid for outside the
staffroom on Friday mornings. Any queries, please
see Daphne Hawken.
School Fees (Attendance Dues)
Please make sure these are up to date.
emailed home at the beginning of the term.
Life Education
Caravan
It was lovely to have
the Life Ed Caravan
visit last week.

BOT Meeting
Here’s Mrs Carey
The BOT will meet again on Monday 2nd of July at 7.30pm in class outside the carthe staffroom.
avan.

Invoices were

Notices:
HCS School Canterbury Jackets
Due to their popularity we will be doing one more order this
year for these jackets for year 9-13 students. Cost is $124.00.
There is an order book and some sample sizes in the office.
Orders should be in before the end of this term. Minimum order
numbers need to be met to place an order – we’ll keep you
updated.
Grace Books
We are excited to be able to offer you the opportunity to view
and purchase various books on parenting during the upcoming
primary parent-teacher interviews. These books will be available
for you to order (with a 10% discount) and are supplied by
Gracebooks NZ. Please take the opportunity to peruse them.
They will be on display near most of the classrooms. Note that
there are also books on many other topics in the shop, including
those appropriate for teenagers and their concerns. We pray
that you will find this helpful.
The Big Sing Choir Festival
Every Friday morning, 8am sharp, our HCS Secondary School
Choir comes together to join in song. A third of the secondary
school are choir members! We are split up into three vocal
sections. In order to prepare for our biggest performance of the
year, The Big Sing, additional student-lead practices are held
throughout the week during lunchtimes. Our HCS choir is
passionate, dedicated and community spirited. Seeing the
strengthening of friendships through this musical forum, and the
integration of a choral culture into our high school throughout
the years of the choir being established, has added another
dynamic to a high school punching well above its weight. The
Big sing is the largest music competition in the country and over
10,000 secondary students were involved this year. This is why
our small all-comers choir was very proud to come away with
the Ministry of Youth’s “Spirit Of The Festival” award. This
award celebrates our group for demonstrating leadership,
community participation, collaboration and innovation values.
We look forward to continuing onwards and upwards from this
achievement and will next be performing in September at a
Havelock North Community Centre concert. - By Alice Feyter
From Eleanor Major
Thank you to all who brought a gold coin or more to last weeks
mufti day! I really appreciate the support and contributions.
Overall, $320 was raised and will be put towards the costs of
my mission trip to Samoa. I look forward to coming back and
letting you know how it all went and the impact our team had
on the people of Samoa.
Barefoot 7s Tournament
HCS entered two barefoot 7s teams into the Hastings
tournament held on the 24th May. The tournament was
attended by over 1,500 students, and is run purely for the fun
of the game (non-competitive).
Both teams came away with great results, but more importantly
the level of sportsmanship on display by our students, was
fantastic.

Unison fault man workers need safety gear while they are
doing their job. Safety gear is special gear. Some of the
gear they use is leather boots, fire retardant to keep them
safe or woollen jumpers, hard hats with a visor and woollen pants. They also have a long stick called a hand pole.
It is very tall. We thought it was going to fall on us. Bob
the fault man also taught us about children’s safety
around pedestals and transformers. So if you ever see a
transformer open do not touch it. Just run to the nearest
adult and ask them to dial 08002UNISON. Tell them where
you are and the number on the transformer. If you see a
pedestal lid off, then dial the number without touching the
pedestal. - Micah

New Staff Profiles
Shelley Phillips—Nga mihi nui ki a koutou
katoa, My name is Shelley Phillips, I have
lived in Hawke's Bay for most of my life and
specifically in Hastings for the last 18 years
with my husband, Jeremy. I previously
taught at Hastings Central School for 13
years before resigning after having my
daughter who is now two. Most of my teaching experience has been in the years three to six area, leading in
literacy and being involved in Ministry of Education initiatives
for motivating accelerated learning in literacy
and maximising Maori achievement in mainstream schools. My family fellowships at
Onekawa Bible Church.
Leah Stephenson—My name is Leah Stephenson. I am the teacher aide in B4 for Mrs
Carey. I have spent the last few years working with children in different settings and
enjoy getting to know each child.

The Walnut Tree
The long life - 128 years is sadly starting to show. Her
lovely emerald leaves are starting to drop. Her brunette coloured walnuts stop. She smiles as the last
winds pass her long trunk; she will never feel this
breeze again. The daisies start to
bloom around her old wrinkled bark.
This might be the last memory she
makes. She dares to close her eyes …
she might never open them again.
William

Further Notices:
Pupil Of The Week

Secondary Certificates
Joel Contributing well in his classes, through persistent effort, asking good
questions and giving good answers. Always being enthusiastic, diligent,
and interested.
Sophie Excellent bookwork, showing an interest in her learning by asking
good clarifying questions, being diligent and teachable. For considering the
needs of others.
Shalece Having a great attitude in class, working with all diligence and
perseverance, demonstrating her ownership of learning by asking good
questions.
Anne Excellent effort in her art classes producing high quality work, contributing well and keeping up with her school work.
Sarah Excellent attitude to learning, showing enthusiasm and working
diligently to achieve the highest possible results. Leading her house with
excellence. Great research and project work.
Bradley High quality homework, having an excellent attitude to learning,
showing enthusiasm and diligence in class. For asking good clarifying
questions.
Sarah Excellent attitude in her art classes, producing quality work through
a diligent effort and consistent homework. Generally sound work for assessments and for asking good qualifying questions.
Amy —Persistence, dedication and initiative in class, asking good questions and completing homework to a high standard

Uniform Shop
A reminder that the uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 2.30-3.30pm. If you need any items, please
fill in an order form at the office.

Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term Dates 2018
30 April - 6 July
23 July - 28 Sept
15 Oct - 14 Dec

What’s Happening this Term
JULY
25th
25th
27th

Rippa Rugby
Secondary School Open Evening
Primary School Open Evening

JULY
2nd
3rd
3rd-4th
6th

BOT Meeting
Dads Breakfast
Primary Parent Teacher Interviews
Last day of term

“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2

