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From the Deputy Principal
Dear Parents
Welcome to our term two newsletter. This has been
another exceptional term for us and these achievements
are showcased in this newsletter. I am exceptionally
proud of both our students and staff with their efforts
in the Big Sing, the successful sports exchange with
Cornerstone, as well as Anna, Richmond and Reuben
recieving individual awards in their respective fields.
I am excited to announce our HCS Open Evening
where we open up the secondary school for
prospective parents and students to come and see the
variety of things that go on here. This is a good time to
reflect on the distinctiveness of our school. Why would
parents consider this school? What sets us apart from
the secondary schools down the road? All schools are
busy endeavouring to provide a top quality education
with a broad curriculum. We are no exception, our
academic record to date is outstanding, catering for
students of all abilities, and this will continue to be
our primary focus. However, our distinctive is that we
acknowledge wholeheartedly that God created this
world and everything in it. Romans 1:20 says “for since
the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - his
eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly
seen, being understood form what has been made, so
that men are without excuse.” As a Christian staff, we
regard it as a real privilege that we can proclaim this
truth and use it as the foundation of our subjects. We
can be open about these truths and we enjoy the

blessing
of
working
alongside fellow believers
in the education of your
children.
Make sure to look at
the last page! The
true measure of any
school is its ability to
prepare students for
their lives beyond our
classrooms. We view this
in the broadest possible sense, not simply looking at
education from a career perspective, but looking at our
students’ ability to participate and contribute positively
and meaningfully in the wider community.
I am always surprised at how many parents I meet
that have never stepped foot inside our secondary
classrooms! Our open evening is a perfect opportunity
to do just that and I would strongly encourage you to
come along and see first hand the wonderful things
that are going on in our secondary school.
Kind regards,
Gerald Feyter
Deputy Principal

Open Evening

MONDAY 25th JUNE 5:30-7:00pm
The evening will start with a welcome and tasty fare prepared
by our senior students.
Then the journey begins… Experience first hand a taste of our positive and
unique learning environment.
You will have the opportunity to explore all that HCS offers
including student scholarships, extra curricular activities and more!

Meet our Student Leaders
Anton Wiehahn
Deputy Head Boy

Eleanor Major
Deputy Head Girl

Why did you decide to apply
for student leadership?
It is an opportunity to serve
and give back to a school
that’s given me so much. I
enjoy the interface between
students and staff.

Why did you decide to apply
for student leadership?
I have always loved the idea
of being a senior leader.
Years ago I enjoyed running
junior assembly and I wanted
to do the same in the senior
school.

What have been some of the
highlights in your time at HCS?
Pretty cool camps. Close knit class as we’ve gone
through the school.
What do you intend to do next year?
Undecided – possibly going overseas and getting
involved in voluntary aid.
What is your main goal as a student leader this year?
Make the school a fun place to be.

What have been some of the highlights in your time
at HCS?
Mainly from being scared of the teacher, to now
being comfortable with them and even sharing a joke.
Kowhai house is the best!
What do you intend to do next year?
Waikato University – secondary teacher
What is your main goal as a student leader this year?
Make the school fun, we reckon that’s the role of the
deputies. I want to be a leader who is approachable.

Student Opportunities
Anna Parsons - Speech and Drama
Congratulations to Anna Parsons who passed her
ATCL Speech and Drama exam with Distinction.
She started studying with the NZ Speech and Drama
Board when she was 10 years old and then at grade 6,
changed to studying with the Trinity College of London.
She was in a class with students from other schools in
Hawke’s Bay and enjoyed meeting people outside of
school who shared the same passion for speech and
drama.
For the examination last year, she had to memorise
and act out a scene from two plays, recite a poem
and a piece of prose from memory, and perform an
impromptu talk on a topic of the examiner’s choice.
It was a 45 minute examination. Anna recommends
studying speech and drama as it broadens your
horizons, helps you to think creatively and is really
useful for memorisation for studies, especially Year 13
speech in English class.

Debating

The Big Sing Choir Festival

Debating is now an integral part of our secondary
school. We have teams from year 9 to year 13, who
participate in the Hawke’s Bay inter-school competition,
away and at home. One debate is held per term for
the first three terms of the year, and the winners for
the year are decided on points. This year, we have 24
students involved, our highest number ever.

Every Friday morning, 8am sharp, our HCS Secondary
School Choir comes together to join in song. A third
of the secondary school are choir members! We are
split up into three vocal sections. In order to prepare
for our biggest performance of the year, The Big Sing,
additional student-lead practices were held throughout
the week during lunchtimes.

In year 9, everyone
can have a taste of
debating in English
class and the keen
students then join
the
competition.
The teams then
go on to develop
their skills, meeting
at lunchtime to
collaborate and plan their speeches. Every debate
has two teams - an affirmative and a negative team with three speakers.

Our HCS choir is passionate, dedicated and community
spirited. Seeing the strengthening of friendships
through this musical forum, and the integration of
a choral culture into our high school throughout the
years of the choir being established, has added
another dynamic to a high school punching well above
its weight.

There is a moot for a prepared debate and then for
senior debaters, a moot for an impromptu debate as
well. Debates are held during school hours, and when
we host a debate, our English classes get to be the
audience.
Debating is useful for honing students’ essay writing
skills, as they have to present a logical, well-supported
argument, which persuades the audience and the
adjudicator. They speak for five to six minutes and can
be challenged to answer POIs (Points of Information).
The points are totalled at the end and a Best Speaker
and winning team is announced.
HCS is hosting one round of the year 13 HB debates
this term and hope to clean up. Just like they did at
Cornerstone!

The Big sing is the largest music competition in the
country and over 10,000 secondary students were
involved this year. This is why our small all-comers
choir was very proud to come away with the Ministry
of Youth’s “Spirit Of The Festival” award. This award
celebrates our group for demonstrating leadership,
community participation, collaboration and innovation
values. We look forward to continuing onwards and
upwards from this achievement and will next be
performing in September at the Havelock North
Community Centre.

Eleanor off to Samoa
Eleanor will be spending all
of her July holidays (and a
week from school) serving
the work of Christ in Samoa.
For three weeks she will be
based in Apia, the capital city,
to train with the “Word of Life”
missions organisation. The first week will involve some
training and preparation for the activities to follow,
which includes, plays, songs, puppet shows, memory
verses, and the like in schools, women’s centres and
doing street evangelism.
Eleanor is looking forward to sharing the gospel with
the people of Samoa, recognising what a challenge this
will be for her. She is looking to grow in her faith and
to obey the commandment to go into all the world and
make disciples. This trip will be a taste of missionary
life for her, something Eleanor is considering for her
future. A mufti day was held on Friday 8th April to raise
funds for the trip.

The Sports Corner
Richmond Wins
Junior Boys East
Coast Cross-Country
On Wednesday 6th June,
Richmond Walker travelled
to Gisborne to compete in the
East Coast Cross Country
Run. About 40 runners from
Dannevirke to Gisborne ran
the
4km course of three
laps with obstacles around
the Gisborne showgrounds.
Richmond took first place after dropping the pack after
the first lap leaving him with one other to fight it out for
first. With one lap to go Richmond also managed to
put some distance between him, coming first a good
ten seconds ahead of the next runner. Richmond, who
suffers from car-sickness, travelled with a team from
Havelock North coached by Richard Potts. He arrived
feeling nauseous, which continued through the warmup; still not quite recovered he vomited soon after
finishing the race! Next race is the Nationals.

Volleyball HB Under 20
Team: Rueben Whyte
Reuben
Whyte
enjoyed
the privilege of playing for
the Hawkes Bay under 20
Volleyball team at a national
tournament over the Queens
birthday weekend recently.
Reuben was invited to trial for
the team last term and was
thrilled to be finally selected. The tournament was held
at the ASB stadium in Wellington with teams from all
over New Zealand competing. The Hawkes Bay squad
found themselves in the same pool as Manawatu,
Southland and Canterbury. They were eventually
placed eighth after losing to the Waikato team in the
semi-finals. This was a pleasing result.
The tournament was a great experience and opportunity
for Reuben who enjoyed being involved in the higher
level of competition. He also had the opportunity to
learn from watching the men play in the open grades,
which was a higher level again.

Cornerstone Sports Exchange
On the 28th of May a chosen group, of some of the
schools best athletes, went for an overnight exchange
trip, to Cornerstone Christian School, in Palmerston
North. This is the second year that this event has taken
place. Last year, it was held here at Hastings Christian
School and because it was such a great success it has
become an annual tradition. The trips will alternate
between us going to Palmerston North and them
coming back up here. We also hope to include Hamilton
Christian School in this friendly, yet competitive event.
This year the sports that we were competing in were
soccer, futsal, netball, basketball, hockey, volleyball
and debating. Our school really showcased the
sporting ability that we have within the school. The girls
won all their sport, and the boys only lost in volleyball
and hockey. The debating team did a great job winning
their debate and provided a lot of entertainment for that
night! Over all, this was a very enjoyable trip! It wasn’t
just a time of competition and sport, but also a time to
get to know fellow Christians and make new friends.

Teacher Profile
Dave McPherson
This is not an easy teacher
profile to write. It is not that
Mr Dave McPherson is a
teacher without substance,
but rather he is a teacher
with so many fine qualities
that it is difficult to know
where to begin!
Mr
McPherson
began
his working career as a
builder, giving him an excellent understanding of the
requirements of this industry. In the mid-1980’s his
desire to help people saw him train as a police officer.
In 2001, he honed his skill set once again to begin his
teaching career at Central Hawkes Bay College. He
came to HCS in 2013 to set a strong foundation for
technology.

Phercy, as he is commonly known, regards his
ability to maintain positive, healthy relationships with
students as his greatest attribute. At his essence,
he is a teacher who deeply cares about student
wellbeing. He makes learning fun and interesting.
This even extends to eating the odd spider to hold
students attention.
The calibre of student work produced, under his
ever watchful eyes, is a testament to a teacher who
truly wants students to experience success when
challenged. Mr McPherson leads by example. He
is often found at school at odd hours, preparing
lessons so that his students have every opportunity
for success.
Confidence, an advanced skill set, taking pride in
your work and thinking of others are hallmarks of his
past students. Mr McPherson is creating a wonderful
legacy for our HCS students.

Gateway Programme
It’s been an exciting start to the year for Hastings
Christian School’s first-ever Gateway class. Year
12/13 students are exploring potential career pathways
through the Gateway class. Each student is working on
an individual learning plan made up of career-focused
unit standards and practical work experience.
Amy
Akkerman
and Emily Stanton
are both working
with PORSE and
sitting
specific
Early Childhood
Education papers.
Amy
currently
attends
work
placement once a
week at Waiapu
Kids and wants to
train as an ECE
supervisor. Emily
is also on placement at Cherry Grove in Havelock North
and is aiming to get her Bachelor of Early Childhood
Education at EIT starting next year.

Work placement allows Amy and Emily the opportunity
to explore a career in early childhood education while
learning theory and practice in real-life settings. The
girls have been learning about the New Zealand early
childhood curriculum; Te Whariki, about safe practices
and safe environments for children, ethics, learning and
development and the value of play. Emily is currently
studying through PORSE on two subject lines. She is
aiming to gain a National Certificate in Early Childhood
and Education and care (Level 3) by the end of the
year. Both Emily and Amy are also enrolled in the first
aid for young children course through the Red Cross.
Sauoleola Tuimaualuga and Samantha Reyland both
attended the Red Shirts in Schools program at the
Warehouse Hastings with a focus on transferable core
work readiness skills. Ola wants to pursue a career
in business administration and Samantha wants to
go into hospitality. The course focuses on providing
customer service, maintaining personal presentation
and a positive attitude, participating in a team or group,
and using safe work practices.

Both Samantha and Ola
achieved a New Zealand
Certificate in Retail (Level
2). Following on from this
they have both continue to
explore their chosen career
fields. Ola is currently
completing
an
online
Office Executive course
through The Learning
Place. The course covers
basic receptionist duties,
telephone manners and
record
management
systems. On completing this course Ola will have a
vast knowledge of the work involved in an office space.
To compliment this Ola does work experience in the
school office every Monday afternoon. Samantha is
completing an online cafe service course. She will learn
about food safety practices, food terminology, provide
café table service, and apply food safety practices.
Reuben Whyte is pursuing a career in outdoor
education. He is studying a Fitness Sport and
Recreation programme through the Southern Institute
of Technology, The aim of this programme is to
provide students with a foundation of knowledge to
work in the recreation and sport community. Through
his course he is required to demonstrate knowledge
of recreation, monitor and promote client security,
comfort, enjoyment, demonstrate knowledge of injury
prevention and risk and demonstrate professional
behaviour in a workplace. He has begun work
experience with the YMCA and Kiwi Adventure. He
helps with their programmes they run for primary
school, including rock climbing and abseiling. Reuben
is also enrolled with Red Cross to complete a course
in pre-hospital emergency trauma care.
Tian Burger has enrolled with BCITO and has begun
exploring what it takes to become a builder.
His
course covers learning about the carpentry industry,
maintaining and using hand tools, demonstrating
knowledge of construction and manufacturing
materials and knowledge and application of safe
working practices. Tian is looking forward to starting
his work experience and applying some of his new
knowledge. Tian is also booked in to complete basic
first aid training with Red Cross.
Tom Needham is interested in a career as a bike
mechanic. Tom is enrolled with MITO and is studying
their Ignition course online. Through the course he
will learn about hazardous materials, good work

habits, safe work practices
and knowledge of tools and
equipment used in the motor
industry. He will also have
to demonstrate knowledge
of automotive braking,
steering and suspension
system components. Tom
is working at Hastings
Nissan completing the
practical components of his
course. Tom is enrolled for
the mid-year intake of the
Taratahi Step Up programme which begins in July.
The programme will see Tom attend Taratahi four days
per week to gain practical skills in fencing, chainsaws
and motorbikes. He will also achieve a New Zealand
Certificate in Agriculture (Vehicles, Machinery and
Infrastructure) Level 3.
Gabriel Smith has enrolled with Skills NZ and begun
studying about what it takes to become an electrician.
His course covers safe practices and electrical safety,
maintaining hand and power tools, performing electrical
calculations and completing incident reports. Gabriel
is looking forward to work experience after which he
is looking at enrolling in the EIT electrical course. If
you are able to provide electrical work experience for
Gabriel please contact Emma Nicoll at school.

Te Kura Correspondence School

We have 12 students taking correspondence classes
this year, this includes those taking additional extension
classes.
There are numerous subjects available
through Te Kura Correspondence school, we currently
have students taking, French and Spanish Year 10
and level 1-3, History Level 2, Te reo Maori Year 10,
Geography level 2, and Health Education Level 2.

Virtual Learning Network

We also have students enrolled with Baylink to study
through the Virtual Learning Network. These are live,
interactive online classes that run across the country
with students from other school. We have students
enrolled in level 2 Samoan, Level 2 Physics, Level
3 Design and Visual Communication and Level 3
Physical Education. Through this network 3 of our
Year 10 students are competing in a Maths WERO.
This is a maths challenge activity for our extension
students. Each week they meet up on line in a video
conference with other students from schools around
New Zealand to compete.

ALUMNI
Rikus Wiehahn and Ben Hawken are both ex-students
of HCS with Rikus leaving in 2009 and Ben 2012. After
completing their individual studies they have now
started up a combined business venture.
What have you been doing since you left school?
Rikus: I spent two years
studying engineering
before I found it wasn’t
quite for me. I then
switched to business
and
completed
a
degree and postgrad
diploma in economics.
I also worked for
various startups, did
an accounting job in
Napier for half a year
and spent a summer
working in South Africa for an economic think tank. The
past 8 months have been spent founding and growing
a business around one of my biggest passions.
What is your favourite memory from HCS?
Ben: There are honestly a lot of highlights from my
years at HCS. Most of them are probably breaking
the rules or causing mischief in some way, but I think
the highlight was definitely the final years. I strongly
believe that in those few years the role of leadership
actually became something that people aspired too,
and it was awesome to be around for that.
Can you tell us about your current business venture?
Ben: Currently Rikus and I are working on Offload
App, a marketplace for local services. We believe
that efficient communication and transparency are
essential to vibrant marketplaces. We’re creating a
platform based upon trust, that makes ordering any
service extremely easy. We believe that it has the
potential to transform third world economies and to
create a truly global marketplace by allowing people to
specialise in exactly what they enjoy doing.

What piece of advice would you give to our year 13
students as they prepare to leave school?
Rikus: Spend these next few years figuring out for
yourself:
A: Who you are.
B: How life really works.
C: Based on A & B, the couple of things you want to do
that will matter most.
Seek wisdom, work to learn, and be patient - you have
60 years ahead to nail it. Don’t worry about what others
are doing, figure out what game you want to play and
go ‘all in’ when you are ready.
What piece of advice would you give to our year 13
students as they prepare to leave school?
Ben: You don’t necessarily have to do what everyone
tells you. I know that sounds counter-intuitive, but I
believe we live in a world of unparalleled opportunity.
And we’re a lot more resilient than we think.
Just because everyone has told you since year 6
that you’re good at maths, so you should be an
engineer doesn’t mean you actually have to. While
there is comfort in assurances, if you take the safe
option, rather than pursuing something you’re actually
passionate about, you’re likely to always wonder.
Don’t be afraid to take a risk that will help develop you
as a person, whether it pays of or not. You learn far
more from failing than you do from succeeding. I’m
not telling you to be irresponsible, but make sure you
surround yourself with people who will challenge you
constantly.
Also, learn to talk to
people!! It’s not easy,
and sometimes it can
be awkward, but the
people you meet over
the next few years are
likely to be in your life
for a while, so make
an effort to surround
yourself with good
ones.

