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Learners In All Walks of Life

From the Deputy Principal
Dear Parents
Welcome to our first-ever secondary newsletter! The 2018 school year is well under way
now but we thought it would be good to celebrate and share with you our academic successes in 2017 as well as some early achievements in 2018.
A 100% success rate at all three NCEA levels have been a real point of celebration for
both students and staff. Added to this was our excellent University Entrance pass rate of
94%, well and truly above the results of comparable schools. This reflects very positively
on the great work done by the teaching staff, particularly for students struggling with their coursework who needed
extra attention. We also received two scholarships. Congratulations to Sienna Stuijt for gaining scholarship English,
and Jerome Williams for gaining scholarship physics.
Our emphasis and focus as a secondary school is that of providing a top quality, well rounded education, that acknowledges the unique talents and gifts that each of our students has. It is a real privilege as a staff to openly acknowledge
our God; in the way we teach our students, but also in the way we relate to each other as staff.
Can I take this opportunity to strongly encourage you as parents to be actively involved in your child’s education. Ask
them regularly what is going on in class, have a look at their books, and use every opportunity to encourage them with
their homework. One very useful tip is to make sure their study area at home is free from the distraction of social media
devices. Consider having homework done in a communal area. It gives you an opportunity as a parent to be positive
and encouraging in an ongoing fashion.
Parent-teacher interviews for secondary school will happen early in term two. We have these interviews early in the
year so that you as parents can respond to any input staff may give. These interviews are really important and staff are
encouraged by a good turnout. As a school, we have always enjoyed a good response to parent-teacher interviews,
and we value your attendance.
This newsletter will introduce our student leaders, it will detail some great achievements, upcoming events, and it will
profile one of our fantastic staff. Enjoy!
Gerald Feyter
Deputy Principal

Secondary School
Parent-Teacher Interviews
Monday 7th May		
3.30pm-6.00pm
Tuesday 8th May		
3.30pm-5.30pm
				6.20pm-8.30pm
Wednesday 9th May
3.30pm-5.30pm
To book please go to
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
Booking code: p6z8q

Meet our Student Leaders
CAMPBELL WALKER

ALICE FEYTER

Why did you decide to apply
for head boy?
I’ve been at the school for
12 years and gained a lot
of experience from a lot of
people. This is my way of
giving back to the school in
this service role.

Why did you decide to apply
for head girl?
I have been inspired by
the past student leaders. I
thought that they were inspirational and I wanted to be a
part of that.

What have been some of the highlights in your time at
HCS?
Definitely the Shakespeare trip in Year 11. Also this
year having the opportunity to attend events where
student leaders from other local schools hear from
notable politicians and business leaders.

What have been some of the highlights in your time at
HCS?
Being the Rimu House leader at the house choir
competition last year. Also Year 13 camp was an awesome start to this year.

What do you intend to do next year?
At the moment I am thinking of studying law and agriculture at Canterbury University.

What do you intend to do next year?
Study law and commerce at Victoria University.

What is your main goal as head student this year?
Try initiatives to create a more cohesive school across
all year levels but also to help students know their
Creator.

What is your main goal as head student this year?
To make assemblies challenging, enjoyable and
memorable. Also I want to be an accessible person
for students in the school.

Student Opportunities
Young Enterprise Scheme

Secure Cycles, consisting of Alice Feyter, Anton Wiehahn and Casey Butcher, invented, manufactured and
sold their Lightning Lock last year and were runners up
in the HB YES competition. They also won the Teamwork
award. For a start-up team, who undertook the challenge
as an extra-curricular activity competing against teams
who took this as a subject, they did exceptionally well. A
huge thank you to Erik van den Hout, of DataNow, for his
timely and valuable mentoring throughout 2017.
This year, Anna van den Hout, Sarah Nieuwland and William Clark have formed a company called Lightning Lock
Company, which acknowledges last year’s efforts. Following the day at the training day at the EIT, they have successfully secured three mentors: a chartered accountant,
a marketing director and an IT lecturer. We wish them all
the best for a successful year.

Youth Enviroleaders Forum

Maisie Bromfield is one of 55 secondary school students who have been chosen to
attend the “Sir Peter Blake Trusts – Youth Enviroleaders Forum 2018” in Taranaki, for
this fully funded event. Here she will meet with students from throughout New Zealand
to do a number of amazing activities where she will learn leadership skills that will help
her to show others how to look after our environment. Some of the activities will include
team work to erect army style accommodation, drive amphibious craft in a simulator
for the navy, complete rescues with naval craft in a pool, and learn to put out fake fires
dressed in full fireman’s suits. And on a serious note interact with officials from the Ministry Of Environment, local and national politicians, business and community leaders,
Sir Peter Blake Trust Alumni and likeminded peers on climate change. Maisie shared
some of her thoughts to the following interviewed questions:
What prompted you to apply?
I have a love for the environment. I am aiming one
day to live sustainably. I really have a passion about
making a difference. I specifically am interested in reducing food waste.
What will you be doing in this forum?
Some things I have noticed that we will do that really
interests me is collecting under water samples. Also
we will visit maraes and hear how our Maori are doing
their bit for the environment. We will learn about climate change and hear speakers share their information and views. I hope to be able share my beliefs and
faith. There will be DOC presentations on the preservation of wild life in NZ.

What are your other hopes from this gathering?
I cannot wait to meet people who have shared passion for the environment. It will be great to visit Taranaki and explore this area. I really cannot wait to
catch a plane and meet people.
What might you do when you come back to school
after the youth forum?
I would like to share my experiences of the forum with
my school. I think I would
like to start an environmental group. I think we
could do something simple to make our local environment a little better.
SIR PETER BLAKE
YOUTH ENVIROLEADERS’
FORUM

YEAR 11-13 STUDENTS
The Sir Peter Blake Trust and the Ministry for the
Environment are seeking 55 New Zealand Secondary
School students (Years 11-13) with leadership
potential and a passion for the environment.

Maisie will have an opportunity in the future to apply for “Young Blake Expeditions” on the basis of her selection
to the Youth Forum. There are some amazing opportunities here to visit other places in the world.Hastings Christian School wishes her well in her endeavours and pray she will go on to achieve her goals for the environment.
• This fully funded programme will allow students to learn more
about the environmental issues of climate change facing
New Zealand, particularly ocean acidification, greenhouse gas
emissions, atmospheric carbon dioxide, climate trends, liveable
cities, adaptation and resilience.

• Develop leadership skills while participating in outdoor activities.
• Meet and engage with inspiring and informative speakers,
including experts from the Ministry for the Environment,
Sir Peter Blake Trust alumni, local and national politicians,
business and community leaders, and like-minded peers.
• Delegates to YELF are eligible to join future Young Blake
Expeditions as student voyagers.

APPLICATIONS OPEN IN DECEMBER, AND CLOSE
ON 12 FEBRUARY 2018.

School to Skies

Check out the YELF 2017 video to see what YELF is about at
http://sirpeterblaketrust.org/youth-enviroleaders-forum-2017

Alice Feyter was a successful applicant to the RNZAF School to Skies programme which
Apply now to represent your school and region.
will run during the next school holidays. She was one of 48 year 13 girls selected from
New Zealand to attend this expenses paid 7 day camp at the Ohakea air base. The students will get a hands-on unique opportunity to experience what a career in a technical or
aviation field would be like. They will:
www.sirpeterblaketrust.org/youth-enviroleaders-forum

•
•
•
•
•

Learn the basics of flight and how aircraft work
Get hands-on experience fixing a real aircraft
Grow confidence in their choice of maths and science subjects at school and learn
how to apply this knowledge in a real career
Plan a real flight mission
Develop leadership and resilience skills during specialist workshops
• Mix and mingle with servicewomen who were once also looking to
make a decision about their future; and
• Ask questions, hear stories, make like-minded friends and see if a
career in an RNZAF aviation or technical role is for them.
Alice is thrilled to be selected and is looking forward to the opportunities and challenges the camp will offer.

Tongariro Field Trip
On the 12th of May, a van full of enthusiastic HCS Biology students lurched its way to Pipers Lodge, all its
passengers eyeing the local four square on it’s way
past. We unpacked our gear and being the mountain
goats we are, decided to go on a pre- tramp walk. We
marvelled at the beautiful waterfalls and the rugged
landscape. We then headed back to Piper’s, enjoyed
a hot cuppa and stressed about the blisters we had
before even walking Tongariro. The next day rolled
around and before we knew it a military- style bag
check was occuring in our cabin for warm gear. We
were thankful for this too because as soon as we piled
out of the van we realised just how chilly Mrs Pratt
meant by ‘hypothermic conditions’. We galavanted
up the mountain stopping every now and then to record data. We unfortunately could not tramp to the top
due to severe wind speeds, but the excitement of the
stormy weather made for an exhilarating experience.
Three days full of laughter, adventure and learning
were well worth braving the storm. A big thanks to Mrs
Pratt and the parent helpers for all the effort you invested into this trip in ensuring its success.

Teacher Profile: Angie Pratt

Angie Pratt, our senior biology and science teacher, was one of three secondary teachers in the country chosen to attend Queenstown Research Week late last year. This
was a meeting of leading scientists from all over the world coming together to discuss
the subject of molecular biology. The scholarship granted to Angie was funded by the
Maurice Wilkins Centre of the University of Auckland.
For Angie, this course was an unforgettable experience. The highlight for her was that
special recognition was given by the scientists for the teachers present. They made a
special point of noting how important teachers are in shaping the next generation.

The Sports Corner
William Clark
Cricket

Havelock Premier Men’s Team
William Clark’s sporting career is continuing to consolidate as he trains and
competes at elite levels in cricket. He
is currently competing as a member
of the Havelock North Premier Men’s
team, where he contributes as and
all-rounder, both with bat in hand and
as a speed bowler. Their team has
just won the fifty-over championship
during which they played against one
of New Zealand’s best teams. During
the season William produced some very sound statistics having scored over 1200 runs including three centuries and taking 45 wickets.
Hawke’s Bay under 17’s Team
Selection for the Hawke’s Bay under 17’s Team was a
well-deserved appointment, where during the competition he
was leading runs scorer scoring 114 runs off 70 balls. He
has also had the opportunity to quietly branch into leadership
through a co-captaincy role.

Under 17’s Central Districts Team
Being selected for this squad gave William the opportunity to
compete in a tournament where national selectors can see up
and coming young players. Being a national competition the
tournament is competitive, with the Central Districts Team coming second overall.

Atalia Thompson
Basketball
As some of you will be aware, Atalia Thompson is quickly rising in her chosen code of basketball. This is evidenced through her recent selection in both the Havelock North Senior
‘A’ squad and the Hawke’s Bay under 17 ‘A’ Girls Basketball squad. In particular the under
17 selection is quite an achievement considering she is currently 14. It is great to see her
natural ability and dedication to her sport being recognised, and she will no doubt gain
valuable experience at this level to develop her game. She is a humble and capable athlete, and it is great to offer our congratulations and celebrate these opportunities with her,
and we genuinely look forward to watching her progress in this exciting sport.

Richmond Walker
Athletics
Richmond is a focussed young man who has been built for speed. He is another sportsman who is making the most of his God given abilities through Athletics. His area of
speciality is middle distance running, where he tends to specialise in the 1500 and 3000
metre disciplines. At the East Coast Athletics Champs, Richmond gained a second place
result. Recently at the New Zealand Secondary School Champs he gained a fifth place
while competing against 16 year olds. This was very impressive for a 14 year old, as a
lot of physical progress takes place through this phase of development. He is currently a
member of the Hastings Athletics Club, and is fortunate enough to be coached by Richard
Potts, of Commonwealth games pedigree. Richmond is training six days a week. In recognition of good progress
in his sport, Richmond has been selected to be a member of the Hawke’s Bay Athletics Academy, where he will
have the opportunity to gain specialist knowledge in such areas as nutrition and physiotherapy.

Secondary Choir
It has been said that it takes five years to build a choir culture in a school. Now in its fourth year, HCS Secondary
Choir has certainly gained momentum with an unparalleled membership of 31 students and 3 teachers. That’s
a third of our secondary school! Choir
practices are every Friday at 8:00am and
I think everyone would agree that there is
a pretty upbeat vibe going on. During the
week, some of the seniors run sectional
practices so that parts can be practised
separately in smaller groups. It is great
to see student’s leadership and collaborative skills blossom as they work with
their groups. This year, again, we will be
entering “The Big Sing”, a national secondary school’s choir competition. More
than 10,000 young people from over 250
schools are expected to take part in regional festivals nationwide, making TBS
one of the largest competitive events in
the country. All the very best to our choir
as we prepare for this exciting event!

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award Programme
We are pleased to have The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award programme in place at HCS with a group
of twelve students actively involved. It is the world’s leading youth achievement award. Proven to help with job and
study prospects, it has transformed the lives of millions of
young people since it first began in 1962.
The Award programme provides a framework for personal
challenge and growth through service, skills, physical recreation and adventurous journeys: developing resilience,
self-confidence, and responsibility. The programme is open
to any student 14 years old and over. The award allows
students to set their own goals, competing only against the
challenges they set themselves, pushing themselves to
achieve beyond what they thought they were capable of.
In March we took a group of students on an adventurous journey in the Kaweka forest park. The students
organised this overnight tramp themselves, as required by the award, with staff along as observers. We all
had a fantastic time together climbing mount Kuripapongo and continuing to climb further along the ridge line
to Kiwi Saddle Hut. We experienced fine warm weather with very
strong westerly winds. After a cramped, noisy, but fun night in the
hut we returned home in cold and wet conditions. The tramp was
a great experience for the students as they took responsibility for
each other’s safety and comfort. They excelled in planning the trip,
organising clothing and equipment suitable for the conditions. The
group were great at looking out for each other. They were all positive, helpful, considerate, demonstrating Christ-like qualities in the
setting of a Duke of Ed challenge. Some of the other highlights for
me were the devotions led by Reuben, hearing the students pray,
and playing charades.
This term we had two students who received their Bronze award.
Congratulations to Anna Parsons and Maisie Bromfield.

