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“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2

NEWSLETTER

School Mission Statement
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating
Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour.
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“How thankful we are reveals the health of our souls.” I

sports field
Achievements of the Young Enterprise ‘Lightning Lock’
company
A myriad of educational opportunities both inside and
outside the classroom eg

Festival of the Ages

Big Sing choir competition

Maori language week

Arts and itinerant music evenings

Service Day and the B3 Service Learning Kai stall

House competitions

came across this insight from John Piper recently as I thought
•
about the American tradition of ‘Thanksgiving’ that has just been
celebrated in the States. To be thankful starts with thoughtful
•
reflection and this requires us to stop long enough to consider
what others (and ultimately God) have done for us.
I had the pleasure of witnessing some of our year 9-10 volleyball
students thanking the adults that coached and accompanied
them to the north island junior volleyball nationals last
week. It was lovely to see the thoughtful appreciation that many
of them displayed as they hugged or shock the hands of those
that had given them this opportunity.
David Mathis put it well when he said that ‘God created humanity for gratitude You exist to appreciate God.’ Two of
the reasons for God’s wrath remaining on those that have not
repented and submitted to Him is, according to Romans 1:1821, because people not only suppress the truth in unrighteousness but because they fail to give thanks to Him. ‘For although

they knew God, they did not honour him as God or give
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking,
and their foolish hearts were darkened.’

All of the opportunities that your children have received this year
would not have been possible without the incredible dedication,
hard work and sacrifical service that the staff at HCS invest into
all they do. I am extremely grateful for God’s provision of the
team that He has blessed us with. To hear them pray for your
children and to watch them counsel, care and teach them is
such an encouraging and rewarding blessing that is impossible
to fully describe.

When addressing the nation of Israel in the Old Testament the
prophet Samuel finished by saying, “For consider what great
things he has done for you” 1 Samuel 12:24b. It’s good for
us too to stop regularly and reflect on all the ways that God has
been good to us. Just a few of the many reasons to be thankful
and have an attitude of gratitude this year include:

Aside from the ones serving on the front line there are those
that give of their time and talents to help govern our school on
the board of trustees and the board of the proprietor. Then
there are those that contribute on the Home and School or
simply assisting in the classroom and school trips. In all these
ways and more we are truly blessed as a school.

•

As the school year draws to a close and Christmas draws near, I
would encourage you to thoughtfully reflect on all the ways that
God has blessed you and your family – both temporally and
eternally. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2
Corinthians 9:15

•
•
•

The 100% NCEA results of our senior students at the
start of the year
Strengthening of relationships following the year 8 and
13 camps in term one
Development of servant leadership qualities in our
house and senior leaders
Numerous success and lessons learnt from failures on the

Gavin Clark
Principal

Notices:
The staff at Hastings Christian
School wish you a blessed holiday season as we all take a
break and refresh with family
and friends. May we all remember the precious gift of our Lord
and Saviour to this world this
festive season.

Farewell
Sadly at the end of this year, we say goodbye to Kezia as
she prepares for the birth of her first child. We wish her and
Benji all the best as they embark on the joy of parenthood!
We’ve loved having Kezia in the school and are thankful for
the impact she has had on her young students over the
years.

Prizegiving
Next Thursday 13th of December will be prizegiving
evening for the whole school.
•

•
•
•

Stationery orders 2019
The stationery lists for 2019 are published on the MySchool
website www.myschool.co.nz. Junior school students will be
notified of their classes with their end of year report.
Lost property
Lost property will be put out this Friday on the
courts. Please check it and take anything that belongs to
you. Any unclaimed items will be donated next week.
Accounts
Please make sure all your accounts are cleared before the end of
the school year. Thank you.

•

It will be held at 7pm at Riverbend Bible Church
on Te Aute Rd. Students should arrive by
6.45pm in school uniform (no polar fleeces
please or leave with parents for evening)
Students from B6, B4 and B3 will be able to go
and sit with their parents or leave at the intermission break
School magazines will be available to collect
following the conclusion of the evening.
On Thursday morning 13th we will have a practice with everyone down at Riverbend. Parents
are asked to drop their children directly down to
Riverbend at 9.00am. Orchestra and band
members will be contacted about their practice
time. We will need some help from parents
transporting students back to school around
10.30. We will phone app the details next
week.
School will start at 9.00am on Friday 14th and
finish at 12.45pm.

Notices:
Start of Year Dates
Tuesday 29 Jan – Teacher only day
Wednesday 30 Jan – Year 1-8 start
Thursday 31 Jan – Year 9-10 start
Friday 1 Feb – Year 11-12 start
Monday 4 Feb – Whole school in attendance
Health Survey
Thank you to all the parents who responded to the recent health
survey that we sent out—we always appreciate your input. Your
comments have been collated and will be looked at by the
management team.
Kapa Haka Group
Next year we are planning to start a Kapa Haka Group for year 5-8
students. Please see the notice/email that went home and let us
know if your child would be interested.
Library Books
Please check at home and return all school library books ASAP!
Uniform
For hose who placed orders for Dec 2018 uniform, these are now
ready and can be collected between 2.30-3pm on Friday in the
staffroom. A reminder also that from the start of next year students
need to be in the new uniform items that have recently changed.
(PE uniform, dark grey shorts/skirts, white polos with logo for y78). Junior dresses can still be worn. Please do not pass on old
items or try to sell them as students can no longer wear them.

our school. The girls ended up
7th in division 2 and the boys
11th in division 3. - Mrs Clark.
Aquarium Visit
Last Wednesday B2 visited the
Napier Aquarium to learn about
some of the amazing sea
creatures that God created. Our
goal was also to learn more
about penguins and Carly and Jackie were our educators. There
were upside down catfish, piranhas (one bit and ate the flesh off an
aquarium worker), an alligator that looked at us menacingly
through the glass, penguins and many other interesting sea
creatures. Our favourite was the alligators and they were fed meat
on the end of a stick and over a fence in their enclosure. We learnt
that tortoises have claws and don’t swim. Turtles have flippers and
swim.
There was a diver in the tank with the sea creatures and she was
blowing up balloons and playing funny tricks. Penguins live in the
Southern Hemisphere which includes New Zealand. There is one
type called the Galapagos penguins which live in the Galapagos
Islands and are just North of the equator. The Yellow eyed penguin
is very rare. Penguins sneeze salt water out of their nostrils and
they have a hook on the end of their beak. We had ended our
memorable time together with lunch at the park. Thank you,
parents, for making our trip
possible.

Desks
Sailing
We have a number of green desks that are surplus to requirements. All of a sudden, our boat
Please see the office if you would like one or more.
began to tip. Oh no!
Thankfully we had our life
jackets on,” exclaimed Mia v
Seniors
When you receive your examination booklets in January 2019, to Shaqiel. Then the boat
would you please consider giving a copy to your teachers? They began tipping until it flipped
Surprisingly
the
really value being able to read them and, with your approval, up.
centreboard stayed up as
using them as exemplars for future students.
Mia and Shaqiel emerged from under the boat coughing and
spluttering. “ Aaagh!! Rather salty”, spluttered Shaqiel.
Michael van de Elzen
Thanks to the Home & School Committee
How did two kids from B2 end up capsized on the Napier sailing
for the great evening with chef Michael
club side of the Westshore bridge? Were they wagging school!
last month!
Never! Well!! Last Thursday our year 4 students attended a
progamme, ‘Have a go’ which is run through Yachting New Zealand
Interschool Athletics
and teaches students from year 4 up to sail. This also linked to our
Congratulations to the following students
unit on the ‘World Volvo Ocean Race’ earlier this year. Steve and
who gained top three places at the recent
Bob were our valiant instructors who kept us all safe and taught us
Interschool Athletics.
how to set up our Optimist yachts and tie the required knots for our
Petra 3rd Y4 100m & 200m
yachts. The stopper knot which is a figure 8 and the bowline. Once
Maisie 3rd Y5 100m
we were kitted up into our togs, wetsuits, spray jackets and
Tye
1st Y5 High Jump & long jump, 3rd 100m
lifejackets we were ready to go.
Matthew 3rd Y4 100m & 200m
Faith 2nd Y6 800m
Steve and Bob taught us the many skills we
Ciara 3rd Y6 800m
needed to sail. We learnt to beware of the
Daniel 1st Y8 200m
boom which swings to and fro in the wind. It
Elske 2nd Y8 Long jump
hurts as Mia v experienced first-hand. We
learnt if the yacht begins tipping you let go
Intermediate Volleyball
the mainsheet (the main rope) and your boat
Congratulations to the Intermediate A
will adjust. The centre board needs putting
volleyball team who won their division
down as you go out or the wind pushes you
recently!
across the water and you have no control. We
learnt to steer the boat with the tiller. We
Volleyball Nationals
needed to help one another when launching
Last week our girls team, and for the
the boats and teaching those who were less
first time our boys team, headed off to Auckland to represent the
school at the junior volleyball nationals. We had a fantastic week confident.
away. It was very busy with some days each team having three
games and two duties. Both teams played very well and the In the afternoon some of us capsized our yachts on purpose to
improvements were visible. The tournament exposed them to so learn how to right them, had waterfights and rode on the IRB
many learning opportunities. From self management, perseverance, rescue boats. There was a toy that Micah and Austin were rather
determination and how to cope with stressful situations. There was taken by and was named Chillie. Finally, Oliver hid it so their day
also a bit of fun along the way, the van rides, banter and the was more about sailing and not just playing with Chillie. :)
support between teams was great. We are very thankful for so
much. For safe travels and no injuries, for the parents making and We had an educational and fun day and all of us are better sailors.
sending yummy dinners, for Karen Major who lovingly put our Mia-Grace, Matthew, Claire, Iziah and Bella were able to sail solo
meals together and supported the students, for Brad Clark who which was quite an achievement. We all enjoyed our day
took a week off work to coach the boys, for Charlotte Sanko immensely!!! B2 and Mrs Walsh
who jumped on a plane after her exams finished to help support

Further Notices:
Pupil Of The Week

Uniform Shop Opening Days 2019
The uniform shop will be open on the following days before the start of the 2019
school year.
Friday 18th January
Tuesday 22nd January
Thursday 24th January

Last month we said goodbye to our Y13 class. We have
loved having them in the school, some for as many as 13
years! We wish them all the best with their future plans
and pray for God’s blessing over them as they go their
separate ways.

9:30am-12:30pm

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term Dates 2019

30 January-12 April
29 April-5 July
22 July-27 September
14 October-11 December (approx.)

What’s Happening

December
10-11th
10-11th
11th
13th
13th
14th

Year 10 camp
Year 9 trips
Police dog exhibition 2pm
Prizegiving Practice
Prizegiving 7.00pm at Riverbend
Last day—finish 12.45pm

“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2

