
Term 3, Week 9 
16 September 2020 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and cele-
brating Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their 

unique gifts to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. 

“B
e 

tra
ns

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
re

ne
w

in
g 

of
 y

ou
r m

in
d”

  R
om

an
s 

12
:2

 Hastings Christian School 

NEWSLETTER 
Te Kura Karaitiana o Heretaunga 

Copeland Rd, Hastings 
Ph: 06 878 6696 
Email: office@hcs.school.nz 
Website: www.hcs.school.nz 



Page 2     From the Principal:  Learn to Discern 

Notices 

Primary School events 

• Unfortunately, the HB Cross Country champs had to be 
cancelled due to the alert levels.   

• The HB Dance Festival has been moved from 21 Sep-
tember to the 19th of October.  

• Swimming will take place next term. E1 & E3 will swim in 
week 2-3 and the primary classes in week 5-6. 

 
New Grass  
Please stay off the newly sown areas of grass around the front 
of the H Block in the secondary school. No parking or walking 
across. 
 
Secondary School 

• 2021 Subject Choice return sheets for year 10-12 stu-
dents are due back from students on Wednesday 23rd of 

September.  Please read through the course information 
booklet and discuss the options with your child. 

• Information on holiday tutorials and the benchmark exam 
schedule (week 2) will be emailed home shortly 

• Application forms for student leadership for 2021 were 
available to secondary students today.  We encourage 
you to talk to your children about applying for house 
leader and senior leader positions for next year. 

 
Home & School Fundraising Lunch 
The Home & School Committee are having a special fundrais-
ing lunch on Thursday 24th of September (last day of term.) 
Order forms went home last week (more available in the office) 
Please note that orders will need to be in this Friday 18th of 
September. Pizza is $1 per slice and donuts are $2.50 each. 
 
Kai Time Lunches 
We are investigating the possibility of offering this lunch service 
here at school for students in Year 1-8 depending on demand. If 
this is something you might like to regularly purchase, please let 
us know by emailing Anita at  a.nieuwland@hcs.school.nz . At 
this stage we are gauging interest from parents in Y1-8.  More 
info can be found at  https://www.kaitime.nz/ 

We’ve all witnessed toddlers putting gross things into their mouths. 
Their age means they have a limited ability to discern what’s ok to 
eat and what’s not. Chewing on a cockroach is one thing, but di-
gesting error has infinitely greater consequences. 
  
Jesus warned about this in the gospel of Matthew when he said:  
Matthew 16:1-3 “The Pharisees and Sadducees came up testing 
Jesus. They asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. He re-
plied to them, ‘When it is evening, you say, “It’ll be fair weather, for 
the sky is red.” And in the morning, “There’ll be a storm today, for 
the sky is red and threatening.” Do you know how to discern the 
appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?’”  
 
“Your problem,” He says, “is you’re better at the weather than you 
are at the revelation of God and understanding the culture. Even 
with your primitive, limited knowledge of weather, it far exceeds 
your spiritual discernment.” In other words they were not very so-
phisticated weathermen, but they were better at that than they 
were at theology and comprehending the culture.  
 
In his book, The Idea of a Christian Society, TS Eliot once said, 
‘The problem of leading a Christian life in a non-Christian society is 
now very present to us... and as for the Christian who is not con-
scious of his dilemma – and he is in the majority – he is becoming 
more and more de-Christianised by all sorts of unconscious pres-
sure: paganism hold all the most valuable advertising space.’  
 
The authors of, ‘A Practical Guide to Culture,’ make a similar 
observation when they say; ‘culture’s greatest influence is in what it 
presents as normal. Clearly not all that seems normal ought to be, 
but what is left unexamined is also left unchallenged. As CS Lewis 
said, “The most dangerous ideas in a society are not the ones that 
are being argued, but that the ones that are assumed.”  
 
The ability to distinguish between the true and the false is essen-
tial. Our school verse encourages us to be discerning by stating; 
Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may dis-
cern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and per-
fect.”  
 

The HCS mission statement also calls for discernment when it out-
lines our goal of; 
‘…walk(ing) students through all fields of human thought and en-
deavour, discerning and celebrating Truth at every turn, for the 
purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts 
to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and 
neighbour.  
 
Discernment is the skill in separating divine truth from error and 
half-truth.  Charles Spurgeon described discernment this way: 
“Discernment is not knowing the difference between right and 
wrong; it is knowing the difference between right and almost right.”  
 
Proverbs 14:15 says, ‘The naive believe anything, but the prudent 
give thought to their steps.’ 
Mature Christians can discern. They have, as Hebrews 5:14 puts 
it, ‘their senses trained to discern good and evil.’ Mature people 
have discernment. Ephesians 4 warns, ‘Don't be children tossed 
to and fro, carried about by every wind of doctrine.’  
 
As I said earlier, children are characterised by a lack of discern-
ment. It’s certainly a great challenge to raise a discerning child. It 
takes years. And you need to be continually at it. Even when your 
kids get to be teenagers, you’re still trying to teach them. Conver-
sations like, “Wait a minute, let’s think that through. Do you under-
stand what that’s all about? No. Well, let me help you. Let me help 
you to discern that. That’s all a part of raising children. To raise a 
wise child is a process.  
 
If we don’t know the truth it’s hard to recognise error. You don’t 
learn to spot a counterfeit bank note by studying all the forgeries 
but by intimately knowing the genuine article. If we are to help our 
children to be discerning then it is incumbent on us to know God’s 
Word. They don’t need our opinions they need God’s mind and 
heart on a matter. If we are to be effective in teaching and admon-
ishing our children it is critical that the word of God dwells in us 
richly as stated in Colossians 3:16. 
 
May you know God’s grace in your high calling of raising a discern-
ing child. 

Gavin Clark 

Last Day of Term 
Please note that we will be finishing school this term on 
Thursday 24th of September. Friday 25th will be a teacher 
only day for the whole staff as they take part in some Spe-
cial Character training. 
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The Peoples of the 
Pacific 
Performance  
On Friday 28 August, 
the three E-Block 
classes were treated 
to a lively 
performance by 
Hawkes Bay's very 
own Kahurangi 
Dance Company. The 
ensemble wearing 
hand-crafted, 
traditional regalia 
performed their 
'Peoples of the 

Pacific' show and took us on a colourful and 
exciting journey through the islands of 
Polynesia, including Hawaii, Tahiti, Samoa, the 
Cook Islands and, of course, Aotearoa, New 
Zealand. Students were transfixed by the 
folkloric stories, the authentic implements, 
action songs and games. and they giggled and 
rippled with laughter with the student 
volunteers who bravely took the stage and 
demonstrated some fine dancing skills. The 
company's joy and humour and skill were a 
delight and an inspiration. We wish them well 
and look forward to their return to our shores! 
 

Uniform 
Next term all students should be in correct summer uniform.  
Please order any items you may need from the uniform shop. 
 
Polar fleece Naming 
Due to the large amount of unnamed polar fleeces in the lost 
property, we have decided to offer a name stitching service at 
Stitchery House. Surnames will be stitched into the back yoke 
(below the collar) of the polar fleece jersey for $5.75 incl GST 
(this will be added to your account). Having the stitching on the 
back means names will not be visible in any photographs taken 
by the school. We strongly recommend having this stitching 
done as it will easily identify who the jersey belongs to. If you 
are interested in seeing what the stitching will look like, there is 
a sample polar fleece in the office. Faye Stanton is happy to 
take a bulk lot of polar fleeces up to Stitchery House during the 
school holidays to be stitched. If you would like your child’s 
jersey to be stitched, please leave it in the office on Thursday 
24th September by 3.15pm with a note attached with your 
child’s surname on it. If you prefer to take the polar fleece 
directly to Stitchery House, you can drop it off there and tell 
them it is for Hastings Christian School. There is a 5 day 
timeframe on the stitching. 
 
HCS Library Books 
The latest batch of overdue library notices have gone out.  
Please check your home and return these, and any other HCS 
library books before the end of the school term. 
 
Lucky Book Club 
The latest Lucky Book Club catalogues have been sent home 
with primary students.  20% of the value of any books that you 
order are available for the HCS library to purchase resources, so 
thank you for your support. 
 
Pizza 
Pizza lunch is on this Friday. $1.00 per piece. Order before 
school outside the new entrant class. 
 
Accounts 
Please make sure your school account is up to date for 
stationery, sports, uniform etc. 
 
Wig Wednesday 
Thank you to 
everyone who 
supported this 
Child Cancer 
Fundraiser.  As 
a school we 
raised  over 
$500.00! 
 

  

Secondary Diligence Certificates 
 

Year 9 - Daniel , Scarlett , Katya , Marcel , Phoebe , Steph-
anie , Aimee , Caleb  
Year 10 - Daniel , Esme , Matthew , Jasmine , David Year 
11 - Bradley , Ashley , Emily , Jana , Jack , Abbey  
Year 12 - Isabelle , Bethany , Georgia , Sabine  Jonty , Jo-
siah  
Year 13 -Jayde , Rachel , Ariana  
 

At 4:30am the 
year 9 class was off to the mountain for a Ski trip. Everyone had 
packed heaps of warm clothes but when we got there it was scorching 
hot. It took a while to get boots and helmets at the right size from a 
rental room that stunk of rank feet. We were put into groups for our 
lessons.  These taught us the fundamentals of how to Snowboard or 
Ski. Then it was free time and were allowed to go down as fast as we 
could and cause some destruction to ourselves. People were having so 
much fun they had to force themselves to stop for lunch.  There were 
a lot of fails and both Bono and Daniel B annihilated their wrists. The 
time quickly drifted away and it was time to go.  The look on people’s 
faces when they heard it was leaving time was like they were going to 
the slaughterhouse. The day was a great success.  
 
Friday the 4th of Sep-
tember. The van ride 
was loud and chaotic 
for the first 45 mins 
then everyone got tired 
and the next thing we 
knew we were at the 
mountain.  We met up 
with the rest of the 
groups, got our gear 
then we were on Happy 
Valley. We got our les-
sons then we were off 
to practice our skills.  People started getting a bit overconfident and 
doing more daring things so then of course, in rolled the injuries. The 
first was Luciana (twisted her wrist) and Bono (fractured wrist) and 
Daniel (broken wrist). So altogether we had a good time and my fa-
vourite part was when I went over the jump.   
 
Friday 4th of September a frosty morning turns into an exciting adven-
ture for the year 9 class. Enthusiastic children bundle into the vans and 
cars in the dark and set off on their journey. Sleepy, but their brains 
whirling, they start their way up to the mountain to get ready for their 
lessons. Chaotic commotion fills the air as everybody struggles to ob-
tain their rental equipment. Instructors teach and give information to 
the eager little ears who want to hear. Time flies as the sun fills a blue-
bird sky.  Jackets and gloves were discarded as sweat dripped from 
nose to nose from head to toe spreading like a disease. Thirst fills the 
mind of the strong and edges them toward a pause in their snowy 
journey. Tired legs and breathless arms call out for a small break from 
their master. Parents and helpers edge the exhausted kids to gather 
their things and venture back into the traveling vehicles. A Starry twi-
light sky shimmers like a disco ball shadowing flickers of burning hot 
light across the dark canvas. We had watched the sunrise beside the 
mountain and now we were seeing it set. The school vans and cars 
drove in convoy, traveling down a twisted monster slowly getting to 
the end of the year 9 ski trip voyage.   



 
 
  

Uniform Shop  
The uniform shop is open every Tuesday 

from 2:30pm-3:30pm  

Term Dates 2020 
Term 3 20 July-25 September 
Term 4 12 October-8 December 

Pupil of the Week 

What’s Happening this Term 
 
September 
18th   Secondary Formal 
21st  BOT Meeting 
24th  Festival of the ages day - Last day of term 
25th  Teacher Only Day 
 
October 
17th  General Election (HCS Polling Booth) 
19-30th Y7-8 Swimming 
19-22nd Y11-13 Benchmark Exams 
27th  Itinerant Music Concert 

 

24-28 August 

Eliakim - B1, Nathan  - B2, Heidi  - B2, Pippi-Rose  - 
B3 

17-21 August 

Michelle  - B1, Brielle - B4, Jack Lagas - E1, Wisdom  
- E1, Jasper  - E1, Christopher - E1, Noah  -E1,  Alex - 

E1, Mia - E2 

7-11 September 

Gemma - B1, Alisa - B4, Alys-
sandra - B2, Alethea  - E1, 

Leslie  - E1, Roman  - B1 


