
Term 2, Week 3 
15 May 2019 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and cele-
brating Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their 

unique gifts to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. 
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Hastings Christian School 

NEWSLETTER 
Te Kura Karaitiana o Heretaunga 

Copeland Rd, Hastings 
Ph: 06 878 6696 
Email: office@hcs.school.nz 
Website: www.hcs.school.nz 

The latest house event held at Hastings Chris-

tian School was a day in the cinemas where each 

house leader chose a movie/show. They then had 

to choose an event based on that movie choice. 

They included Riverdale, Stranger Things, How 

to train your Dragon, Maze Runner, Finding 

Nemo, Peppa Pig, Bird Box and the Hunger 

Games. Each team rotated through all 8 sta-

tions competing against other teams to win 

points for their house, with Rimu taking the 

win, Totara coming second, Manuka coming third 

and Kowhai forth.  Well done to all the house 

leaders for a great event and a fun afternoon!  



Page 2     

From the Principal:     Anxiety 

Notices 
Welcome 
A warm welcome to the new students and families who have 
joined us this term. 

• Karli (B2) and Luan (B3) and their parents Riaan and 
Vicky 

• Emily  (B6) and her parents Samuel and Amy 

• Leon (B6) and his parents Vincent and Eda 
Welcome also to siblings Pepper and Eva  who started in the 
new entrant class.  
 
Home & School Pizza  
Pizza will be available again this Friday.  Orders can be taken 
outside the multiroom in the morning.  $1 per slice.   

Strike Action 
We have been advised that at this stage HCS will not be in-
volved in strike action on the 29th of May as we are an area 
school.  However, discussions are still in progress so we will 
advise you if anything changes as soon as we know. 
 
Prayer Points 

• Please pray for those in our school community dealing 
with ongoing health issues. 

• Please pray for the BOT & BOP as they have much to 
discuss and decide regarding the property & roll. 

‘Why are our kids so anxious?’ That was 
the question that Brian Morton, a trained 
biblical counsellor, asked the parents that 
came to school on Monday evening this 
week. It’s a great question but what was 
better was the answer he gave and the 
practical help he provided. Brian made the 
point that anxiety is not a side-line issue for 
parents but that it is fast becoming the num-
ber one epidemic worldwide. 
 
A few of the helpful take-a-ways from the evening included: 

• Under the umbrella of anxiety sits fear and worry. Fear 
is focused on the past and drags a danger or threat 
into the present while worry focuses on the future but 
paralyzes you in the present 

• Common parenting mistakes of over-anxious kids in-
clude: being overprotective/directive, excessive reas-
surance, being tough, ignoring, permitting or encourag-
ing avoidance  

• Helping our kids to develop right thoughts about the 
things they are anxious about includes: ‘catching’ auto-
matic anxious thoughts and de-catastrophizing the 
fear/worry as well as generating alternative perspec-
tives 

• Our response to anxiety is either flight / fight or faith 

• We need to help our kids look at the ‘what is’ (true) not 
the ‘what ifs’ in life 

• To preach the commands of scripture like ‘Don’t be 
anxious about anything…’ (Philippians 4:6) without first 
focusing on the commander ‘The Lord is 
near…’ (Philippians 4:5) sets our kids (and us) up for 
failure 

• All our disorders ultimately trace back to mankind’s ‘fall’ 

in the garden of Eden  

• To help our children move from self-trust to clinging to 
God involves turning their eyes to focusing on the char-
acter of God and the cross of Christ 

 
This last point, about the centrality of the gospel in helping our 
children, was the key lesson from Brian’s presentation. He 
summed this up by saying, ‘By meditating on the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and learning to look forward to His return, 
we don’t eliminate our anxieties, but we can alleviate 
them and put them in perspective. We’re reminded that 
our suffering and struggles are only temporary condi-
tions. The story is yet to be completed.’ 
 
All of time and eternity find their center in Christ and Him cru-
cified. All of the riches of wisdom and knowledge are found in 
Christ (Colossians 2:3) and all God’s promises to us are 
“Yes” in Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20). We do our best parent-
ing when we point our kids to Christ and the promises that He 
secured for us through His death and resurrection.  
 
Another Brian, Brian Borgman, asked, ‘how do we handle 
these emotions that can overwhelm us? We put a strangle-
hold on them with the vise grips of truth. Promise after prom-
ise, in scripture, is designed to kill fear and neutralize anxiety 
and worry.’ That was the testimony of the Psalmist who in 
Psalm 94:17 could say with firm resolve, ‘When anxiety was 
great within me, Your consultation brought me joy.’ 

If you would like to know more about what Brian shared on 
Monday evening there are spare copies of the notes from his 
presentation at the office. I pray that you will know God’s 
grace as you seek to point your children to the ‘Prince of 
Peace.’  

Gavin Clark, Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nomination forms for BOT parent representatives were 
posted out last week to all parents.  Nominations must 
be in by 24 May.  Please consider whether you would 
be willing to serve as a parent rep on the Board of Trus-
tees.  A brochure is enclosed outlining what is involved. 

 
 
 
 

 
We would like to celebrate our Grandparents 
or significant person in your child’s life and 
invite them to spend some time with us at 
Hastings Christian School on Thursday, 30 
May 2019 for our Grandparents’ Afternoon. 
This will take place from 1.30pm to 3pm. 
Students would appreciate it if their Grand-
parents could share their memories of their 
school days, perhaps reading a story, telling 
a story and bringing one or two photographs. 
Perhaps they could teach a game they used 
to play at school to the children.  Please return the letter that 
was sent home indicating attendance. 



Mufti Day 
We are looking at holding a mufti day on the 7th of June to help 
raise funds for the Wilkinson family.  A few senior students will 
also be shaving their heads in support that day.  More info a bit 
later. 
 
Teacher Only Days 
This is advance notice that we will have two teacher only days at 
the end of this term (Thursday 4th and Friday 5th of July.)  
Teachers will be travelling to Tauranga to attend the New 
Zealand Association for Christian Schools Conference.  So the 
last day of school for this term will be Wednesday 3rd of July. 
 
Primary Parent-Teacher Interviews 
These will take place during week 9 (25-26 June)  We will alert 
you when bookings are open via the school app and email 
notices. 
 
Lost Property 
The lost property (in the sick bay) is overflowing! Please take a 
look through to see if anything belongs to your children.   
 
Careers Expo 
Next week the year 12s will be visiting the Careers Expo at EIT.  
If any parents wanted to visit with older/younger students please 
see the info below. 

 

Winter Sports 
Great to see the winter sports season underway.  We have a 
number of soccer, netball and basketball teams entered in the 
local competitions.  This is a good time to remind everyone of 
the importance of being respectful and thankful to our coaches 
and managers, remembering that they give of their time to teach 
and coach the students.  Parents - remember also, that children 
learn best by example. Comments from the sideline need to be 
unbiased and positive!  
 
Uniform 
Please make sure your children have the correct uniform items 

for winter.  Items are available from the uniform shop which is 
open on Tuesdays from 2.30pm-3.30pm. 

Students at School Early 
Please be aware that if you drop your children at school early in 
the morning that they are unsupervised, as staff are often in 
meetings until around 8.25am. 
 

 

Concerns Procedure 
Here are some reminders with regards to any concerns you may 
have and how to deal with them.   
 
If there is a problem relating to something that has occurred in 
the class: 

• The first person to talk to about it is the classroom teacher. 
Do not prejudge the situation and make an accusation. Explain 
what you think has happened and give an opportunity for the 
teacher to explain. (Proverbs 18:13–17) 

• If, after talking with the teacher, you are not satisfied that 
the issue has been resolved you can either let love cover it (1 
Peter 4:8), or you can refer the matter to the senior teacher 
responsible for that class. 

• If after talking to a senior teacher, you still think the issue 
has not been resolved you may bring the matter to the 
principal. 
 
If there is a problem relating to something that has occurred 
outside the class situation then follow the same procedures as 
above except begin by going to the teacher concerned. 
 
Manner of Approach – Let your speech always be with grace…
Timing. Please check with the person concerned that it is 
convenient to talk. If it is not, make an appointment for a 
suitable time. Attitude. Do not prejudge the situation and make 
an accusation. Explain what you think has happened and give 
an opportunity for the person to explain. 
 

Teacher Profile: Anna Smith  
My name is Anna Smith and I have the 
privilege of becoming the learning support 
teacher for your secondary school students 
in literacy and numeracy.  While stepping 
into this role is new to me, I am not a new 
face to the school having taught in various 
forms in the Primary over the years. I have 
a passion for helping students develop 
their full potential and particularly enjoy 
working with students one on one and in 
small groups. I am originally from Hamil-
ton and moved to Hawkes bay in 2004 with my husband Marcus 
where I began my teaching career. We went on to have our own 
children who all attend HCS.  Lucy in year 8, Oliver in year 5 and 
Nathan in year 3. I love to hike and travel. As a family we recent-
ly spent four years living in South Africa which created memories 
we cherish.  Together we attend Village Baptist Church in Have-
lock North. 

SECONDARY SCHOOL CERTIFICATES 
Y10 Bradley Eldershaw - Being consistently attentive, engaged and diligent.  
Showing excellent craftsmanship and producing high quality classwork.  Helping 
and encouraging others 
Y11 Georgia Millard - Showing ownership of learning by asking great questions 
and using extra time to complete work.  Persevering and striving in her classes, 
producing high quality work 
Y11 Sabine van der Werff - Asking good questions in class and diligently keep-
ing up with all her work.  Demonstrating initiative, ownership and a high level of 
engagement 
Y12 Philips Roets - Having a great work ethic and focus in class.  Using his own 
time wisely, working diligently to keep up.  Volunteering for extra tasks on athletics 
day. 
Y12 Isabelle Walker - Diligence with homework and challenging work.  Working 
to complete all her work to a high standard.  Being enthusiastic on athletics day 
and setting a good example to younger students during form time. 
Y12 Marlies Meinsma - Being a diligent, focussed student.  Completing home-
work to a high standard, asking good questions when required. 
Y12 Melissa Kruger - Diligently and persistently keeping up with all her work, 
being prepared to put in extra when required.  Great help on athletics day. 
Y13 Anna van den Hout - Demonstrating leadership, supporting music in the 
school and leading the Young Enterprise company.  Diligence in both homework 
and classwork, always aiming to do her best. 
Y13 Lana van der Werff - Having a positive attitude to learning by showing own-
ership of learning and going beyond what is asked.  Keeping up with all her work 
and completing it to a high standard. 

MARKET DAY ON FRIDAY 
 
On Friday, the 17th May, the year 11 Busi-
ness Studies Company (Seven Elevens) is 
putting on a Market Day with a difference: 
We have hired a huge bouncy castle obsta-
cle course. 
 
For $5 each, students from year 0-8 will have a half-hour time 
slot with their class to use the bouncy castle. Students can pay 
tomorrow morning before school if they haven’t already done 
so. This is an optional activity.  
 
Eli, Max J, Max H, Eva, Edward, and Viola. 



 
 
  

Uniform Shop  
The uniform shop is open every  

Tuesday from 
2:30pm-3:30pm  

(entry door is now via the staffroom)  

Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  30 January-12 April 
Term 2 29 April-5 July 
Term 3 22 July-27 September 
Term 4 14 October-11 December  

Pupil of the Week 

What’s Happening next Term 
May 
17th Y11 Market Day 
21st Y12 Careers Expo 
22nd B4-6 Firesafe 
27-28 Secondary School Sports Exchange 
30th Grandparent Day 
June 
3rd  Queens Birthday 
4-7 Life Education Caravan 
7th Mufti Day 
7th BOT Elections 

OAC Community Chaplin Scheme 
Next Training day in Hastings: 22 June @ Good News 
Bible Chapel. Speak to your church leaders if you’re 
interested in getting involved with their scheme or 
email communitychaplains@oac.org.nz for application 
details.  

B3 
Fruit & Vege 
Characters! 

mailto:communitychaplains@oac.org.nz

