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School Mission Statement
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their
unique gifts to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour.
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How do you measure success?

Towards the end of 2018 a cohort of our senior students took part Areas we didn’t score so highly in included:
in the international triennial ‘PISA’ questionnaire. The Programme •
Global competencies (showing an interest in and apprecifor International Student Assessment (PISA) claims to be an ination of other cultures)
dependent health check for our education system by providing •
An above average amount of time spent on the internet
OECD member countries with crucial data for evidence- informed
outside of class
national decision-making. It has the laudable aim of being committed to developing ‘better policies for better lives’.
It should be pointed out that there was a small cohort that took
part in this questionnaire so a few answers either way would proPISA aims to provide countries that take part with a rich source of
duce a significant swing in the results. Even so the results have
information on links between system, school, home factors and
caused us to reflect on areas that we may need to address in the
student achievement, attitudes and wellbeing. They seek to comeducation that we provide here at HCS. It has also provided an
pare the performance of those tested on these indicators over
incentive to develop our own questions to further gauge our stutime and, where appropriate, get a sense of how they compare to
dent’s views and attitudes. While I commend the PISA goal of
other countries.
wanting ‘better policies for life’ I would question whether creating
policies will achieve the ends that they hope for.
The test is designed to evaluate how well education systems
have helped students develop the cumulative skills and
Another limitation of a tool like this is the reliance of using other
knowledge they will need after they finish school, for success and
students, nationally or internationally as a measure of how well
informed citizenship in the modern world. The test also measures
we are doing. 2 Corinthians 10:13 warns about this when it says;
students competences for making sense of the world, solving
We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some
problems and making informed decisions, all of which it said are
who commend themselves. When they measure themselves
foundational for lifelong learning. Further to this the test gathers
by themselves and compare themselves with themselves,
important details about students’ backgrounds, experiences, attithey are not wise.
tudes, opinions and learning strategies.
As an educator I appreciate the value of questionnaires, tests and
assessments in helping to gain a picture of where a student is at
and where they need further support. For this reason I recognise
some of the helpful insights that came from this survey. Our students scored highly in many areas including:
•
Work mastery
•
Attitude to failure
•
Motivation for trying hard.

As a Christian school we seek to point our students back to God’s
Word as the measure and the means of achieving the goals that
the PISA study hopes to accomplish.
Please also find enclosed a copy of the Primary and Secondary
Strategic Targets for 2019.
Gavin Clark
Principal

Notices
Welcome
A warm welcome to Pomare. Pomare has started in B2.
Cornerstone Christian School Exchange Day
On Friday 5th of April, students from the E Block will be travelling
down to Palmerston North for the annual lower North Island
Christian Schools Sports exchange day. This is a day of fun
sports activities where students can meet other students from a
number of other Christian schools. Notices with more information
have gone home today.
Garage Sale Update
What a great morning! Thanks to all
who helped, sorted, baked, donated,
carried, purchased and consumed!
Special thanks to Daphne, Petra,
Michelle, Ruth, Rona, Tatyana,
Kirsty and all their kids too (plus a
few hubbies). We still have stuff selling online but right now we are happy with a profit of $1600! Yahoo!!!! The rest of the stuff was donated to Mangateretete school
who have a gala on March 23rd at 9am. They desperately need
funds for their small school. They were very appreciative.
WINTER UNIFORM TERM 2 REMINDER
•
Year 7 and 8 Girls: Grey skirt, white polo and blue socks
or stockings.
•
Year 9 and 10 Girls: Grey skirt, white blouse and blue
stockings.
•
Year 9 and 10 Boys: Grey trouser is optional.
•
Year 11-13 Boys: Grey trouser, compulsory.

•

All Year 11-13 Students: School Blazer is compulsory.
Please fill in a uniform order form at the office if you require any
winter items for the start of next term.
School Blazers Year 11-13
All Year 11-13 student's will need to wear a school blazer for
Terms 2 & 3. The uniform shop has a small amount of
secondhand blazers available for sale. If you are interested in a
secondhand
blazer,
please
indicate
via
email
to f.stanton@hcs.school.nz and Faye will organise a time to meet
with your child for a fitting. Price for a secondhand blazer is between $60-$80. Brand new blazers need to be ordered in the
correct size for your child. If you would like a brand new one,
please email Faye to arrange a time to check on sizes. The price
of the school blazer has been reduced from $210.00 to $150.00
thanks to the kindness of a donor who has purchased the fabric
for us.
Mufti Day
Next Friday 22nd of March will be a mufti day (gold coin donation)
and fundraising lunch to help out the senior girls volleyball team
who are heading to Nationals in Palmerston North on the 25th of
March for a week. More details about the lunch in the email notices and on the app next Wednesday.

PPTA/NZEI Union Meeting - School closed

Due to a scheduled union meeting for area school teachers,
our school will be closed from 12.45pm-3.00pm on Thursday
28th of March. Please let the office know if you are unable
to collect your child at lunchtime as there will be some staff
here to supervise students.

Secondhand School Blazers
If you have a secondhand blazer at home that your child no longer
needs/fits and you would like to sell, please contact Faye via email
to f.stanton@hcs.school.nz

played were the saxophone,
clarinets, flutes, trumpets,
cornets, drums and more. At
lunch we sat on some lush,
green grass and under some
Teacher Aides
tall beautiful palm trees.
We are currently looking for more teacher aides to work throughout While we ate lunch we
the primary and secondary school, particularly in the area of literacy listened to the beautiful
and numeracy.
Expressions of interest can be emailed to chimes of bells that were
a.nieuwland@hcs.school.nz
hanging in the shape of a harp. My favourite part was when the
bells played songs. Darcy J B2
Pop up Globe Trip to Auckland 19-20 March Y11-13
A reminder that we leave on Tuesday next week! Some important Our class, B2 went with E3 to the Navy Band at the Napier
information:
Municipal Theatre . I liked listening to the music but I didn’t like the
•
Arrive at school at 6.45 am for departing at 7.00 am noise. There were keyboards, trumpets and drums. My favourite
were the drums. We had lunch at Clive square. I liked the sound of
promptly.
the bells and watching the fish in Clive Square. Cahal
•
Arrive in school uniform. This will be worn all day, both days,
as it is a school trip.
EPro8
•
We would prefer no phones. However, if phones are brought, The EPro8 is an engineering
they will be collected and looked after by the teachers for challenge that requires teamwork
most of the trip and returned near the end. No iPads please for set challenges. One team
•
School cell phone for any emergencies is 0273198291
consists of 4 participants. Two
•
A School App message will be sent to parents upon our safe teams were sent but not both
made it into the semi-finals. The
arrival in our hostel on the Tuesday evening.
year 7/8 team made it through
•
A message will be sent to the School App after leaving
with 3rd. The year 5/6 team,
Taupo with our eta, hopefully 9.30 pm.
however, ended up in 4th by 35
•
iPods for listening to music only may be brought at the points. If you were wondering,
students’ own risk.
EPro8 stands for Engineer,
•
Cash or an EFTPOS card for the three meals whilst away is Problem Solve, and Innovate. By
CJ
needed. Students will be responsible for keeping this safe.
We will be representing our Christian school and the expectations
are that students will respect their leaders, be responsible, and
show kindness to one another. We would appreciate your prayers
for a great learning experience.
Board of Trustees Election
This year in June we will hold an
election for parent representatives
on the Board of Trustees. Please
consider and pray about whether
this is an area where you can
serve. If you may be interested,
you can email Anita Nieuwland at
a.nieuwland@hcs.school.nz
for
more information

Beach Ed
The children in B3, B4 and
E2 went to Waimarama
Beach
for
our
beach
education day. We learned
about how we should always
swim between the flags,
about rips and how to
recognise them, what to do if
we need help and the
different things that the
lifeguards do. We also got
to go up the patrol tower. In
the afternoon we even went
for a swim! We had an awesome day.

XRace – Well done to all the students who entered the X Race a
Accommodation Needed
few weeks ago!
We have a young female teacher (in her 20’s) coming from the USA
to complete some work experience in the classroom during term 3-4
E3 Camp
Our E3, year 8 camp, took place from 11-13 February, at Guthrie this year (August-December). She is looking to board with a family
Smith Outdoor Education centre. There, we did so many exciting (possibly within walking distance of the school but not necessary) If
things, including kayaking, a glow worm hike, high ropes, mud walk, you may be interested in taking her please email Anita at
arboretum, and the main highlight, the huge hike up to the highest a.nieuwland@hcs.school.nz
point around Lake Tūtira. My favourite activity was the glow worm
New Teacher Profile
hike, which was completed in total darkness in order to see the
Nina Tate E3
worms. We went on a long pitch-black trail, in which we had to pull
After growing up in Havelock North, I moved to Wellington for
ourselves along blindly with a rope, relying on the faint voices
university. After completing my music degree and a year of
ahead of us, which got the adrenaline pumping. The high ropes
were great fun, even though they seemed twice as high when you teacher's college, I taught at Tawa Intermediate school for 6
were on them. As my feet staggered across the thin pole, my heart years - both as a general classroom teacher and music specialist.
raced, and at every small slip or wobble, my heart nearly leapt out My husband and I took a year off teaching to volunteer abroad in
of my chest. On the very last day, we put on our hiking clothes, filled 2014 - in Romania, Israel and India. We then moved to Japan in
up our bottles, and packed our bags, before hopping in the car on 2015, where my husband had grown up
the way to the hike. At the beginning, our backpacks were attacking with his missionary parents. While there,
our shoulders with the heavy bottles of water and snacks, but by the I worked in two international schools in
end, the bags seemed almost as light as a feather. The hike had the Tokyo region. Although thoroughly
some amazing views, and we took awesome class photos! Overall, enjoying our time there, God began pavE3 Camp was extraordinary, and was made even more great with ing the way for us to return to the
the incredible food. It gave us all a great chance to connect with the
Hawkes' Bay region, arriving back at the
class, make more friends, and become more of a team. Lucy
The Navy Band
On the 15th of February we went to the Napier Municipal Theatre to
watch the Navy Band. The first song they played was ‘One
Direction’, which I did not like. Next up was ‘Feeling still’, then ‘This
is Me’ and ‘We will Rock you’. Some of the instruments that were

beginning of 2018. We now attend Village Baptist Church and in my spare
time I enjoy playing my 'cello, exploring
the outdoors, watching foreign films,
cooking and reading.

Pupil of the Week
18-22 Feb - Annie , Arlo
Teegan , Mia , Noah ,
Sara Joji, Joshua , Nathaniel

25 Feb -1 March - Sam ,
CJ , Emily , Alice , Jack ,
Nathan , Sarah , Bella

11-15 Feb - Leila, Dihandre , Adriaan , Jasper ,
Emily , Amy , William

4-10 March - Shaqiel ,
Tye , Zara , Ava ,
Hannah , Vance , Rebekah , Ciara

Uniform Shop
The uniform shop is open every
Tuesday from
3:00pm-3:30pm

What’s Happening this Term
Term Dates 2019
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

30 January-12 April
29 April-5 July
22 July-27 September
14 October-11 December

March
15-16 Duke of Edinburgh Tramp
19-20 Year 11-13 trip to Pop up Globe Auckland
20
E1 Rocky Shore trip
22
Mufti Day (fundraising for Volleyball)
25-29 Volleyball Nationals
27
Mitre 10 Tough Kids
28
School closed at 12.45pm

