
Term 1, Week 3 
12 February 2019 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and cele-
brating Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their 

unique gifts to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. 
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Hastings Christian School 

NEWSLETTER 
Te Kura Karaitiana o Heretaunga 

Copeland Rd, Hastings 
Ph: 06 878 6696 
Email: office@hcs.school.nz 
Website: www.hcs.school.nz 

Head students 
William Clark (Head Boy) 
Anna van den Hout (Head Girl) 
Arrien Mallory (Deputy Head Boy) 
Sarah Nieuwland (Deputy Head Girl) 
 
Music prefects - Arrien Mallory &Atalia Thompson 
Sports prefects - Josiah Robinson & Sophie Clark 
 
House Leaders 
Kowhai - Charlotte Sanko & Edward Major 
Manuka - Justin van den Hout & Isabelle Walker 
Rimu- Sauoleola Tuimaualuga & Rachel Akkerman 
Totara - Philip Roets & Lana van der Werff 

Student Leaders 
2019 
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From the Principal         Purposeful Prayer 

Notices 
We welcomed a large number of new families and students for 
2019.  It’s great to have you all here! 

• Aashna (Y9) and Ashley (B3) and their parents Anish & 
Bincie 

• Benjamin (Y10), Daniel (E3), Beulah (E2) and Sarah (B4) 
and their parents Jules & Mercia 

• Emily (E1) and Taylor (B2) and their parents Trent & Sa-
rah 

• Rebekah (E3) and her parents Chris & Melanie 

• Matthew (B1) and Michelle (B2) and their parents Michael 
& Pauline 

• Stella (E1), Logan (B1) and Heidi (B3) and their parents 
Karl & Sharon 

• Wisdom (E2) and Ethan (B3) and their parents Wisdom & 
Agness 

• Joseph (Y9) and his parents Noel & Stephanie 

• Mya  (Y10) and her parents Aaron & Bec 

• Gabriel (B3) and his parents Jezreel & Rulli 

• Amy (B2) and her parents Stephen & Kelly 

• Daniel  (Y9) and his parents Raymond & Wendy 

• Leslie (E2) and Cleveland (B1) and their parents Desy & 
Alisha 

• Jasper (B2) and George (B3)  and their parents Chris and 
Saskia  

• Linda (E3) and Ruben (B4)  and their parents Morkel & 
Susan 

• Ruby (Y9) and Gemma (B2) and their parents Jason & 
Kristy 

• Charlotte  (E1) and her parents Stephen & Katie 
 
We also say welcome to a number of new siblings: 
 
Eden  (E1), Arlo  (B6), Matthew  (Y9), Giselle  (B6), Chloe (B1) 
 

And a warm welcome back to Emily  (Y9) and Alice  (E3) 

Welcome back to what already looks set to be another full and 
exciting year of learning for your children at Hastings Christian 
School! A particular welcome to our new students, their families 
and our four new staff. Our prayer is that you will all experience 
God’s grace as it is lived out through His people here at HCS.  
 
A few of the many educational opportunities already provided or 
planned for this year include; two school camps, ‘Seaweek’ tutor 
visits, a beach education day, a trip to Napier to hear the navy 
band, the secondary students Young Enterprise Scheme, debat-
ing teams, volleyball, itinerant music, choirs (junior, middle and 
senior!) and the list goes on!  
 
It is also important to acknowledge the sterling efforts of last 
year’s seniors who again achieved outstanding NCEA results. 
Thanks too must go to our secondary teachers who prepared 
them so well for these exams. 
 
With so much activity it’s important to remind ourselves of why we 
do all this. A good place to start is by looking back to the vision 
that the founders of our school had in mind as they began HCS. 
The core purpose they had in view was outlined at our recent 
Founders Day assembly. The school aims to:  

 Teach pupils the knowledge of God as He reveals Himself 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the 
knowledge of His creative, providential and redemptive 
works, and a knowledge of human societies, cultures, 
literature, science and technology from a Biblical perspec-
tive.  

 Inculcate an awareness that all of life is to be lived before 
God. 

 Enable them to discern what is good in human history, 
culture, science and technology. 

 Help them develop their talents so they may serve God 
and their neighbours more effectively. 

 
More recently this has been restated in the school’s mission 
statement which reads: 

‘To walk students through all fields of human thought and en-
deavour, discerning and celebrating Truth at every turn, for the 
purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique 
gifts to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God 
and neighbour.’ 
 
Ken Dickens made the helpful observation that; ‘… schools (are)
for more than just  teaching and learning. They are about forming 
human persons.’ This formation is a relational endeavour that 
moves beyond the classroom to all of life.  
 
In speaking about three key mentors that had a profound influ-
ence on his life, John Piper said; It started with seeing nature 
and ended with seeing God. It started in literature, and ended in 
Romans and Psalms. It started with walks through the grass and 
woods and lagoons, and ended in walks through the high plains 
of theology. Not that nature and literature and grass and woods 
and lagoons disappeared, but they became more obviously cop-
ies and pointers. 
 
In his book ‘One Thing’ Sam Storms recognised that outcomes 
in education are ultimately with the Lord. He said The apprehen-
sion of spiritual beauty in Jesus and the sweet transformation of 
life it brings is not, in the final analysis, the fruit of human effort. 
The reason why Christians alone experience God as he is re-
vealed in Jesus is due to the sovereign initiative of divine grace. 
There has been infused within them by the regenerating work of 
the Holy Spirit a new taste, a new sense of the sweetness and 
beauty and grandeur of God in Christ.  
 
That’s why prayer is so important. Paul E Miller in his book ‘A 
Praying Life’ put it well when speaking of his feeling of inade-
quacy to get through to his daughter. He said in a candid mo-
ment, ‘I couldn’t bridge the gap between my daughter. So I 
prayed.’ May we be encouraged to bath all the efforts for our chil-
dren this year in prayer. 
 

Gavin Clark 

Art Deco Mufti Day 
This Friday 

As Hawke’s Bay celebrates Art Deco  
weekend we will hold a mufti day this  

Friday 15th Feb.  Students are encouraged 
to come dressed in something ‘Art Deco’ in-

spired.  There will be house points for students 
wearing Art Deco items. Regular mufti is ok if 

not dressing up.  No donation required.   



NCEA Results 
Congratulations to all our senior students with some fantastic NCEA 
results.   
 
Year 11 
Excellence - Isabelle Walker 
Merit Endorsement - Rachel Akkerman, Zane Eldershaw, Ethan 
Huston, Stacey Koster, Jayde Badger, Marlies Meinsma, Charlotte 
Sanko, Brienna Scott, Justin van den Hout, Caleb Velvis, Alice 
Wellwood 
 
Year 12 
Excellence - Anna van den Hout 
Merit - Arrien Mallory, Sarah Nieuwland, Hayley Scott 
 
Year 13 
Scholarship - Alanah Pratt (Biology), Campbell Walker (Physics), 
Alice Feyter (English) 
Excellence - Johanna Palmers, Campbell Walker 
Merit - Aileen Eldershaw, Alice Feyter, Sarah Gedye, Eleanor 
Major, Anika Meinsma, Annah Oxley, Anna Parsons, Alanah Pratt, 
Anton Wiehahn 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NCEA Exam Papers 
The secondary teachers would love to see senior students marked 
exam papers which were returned to students recently. There is 
chocolate for any students who drop their papers into the office! 
 
Uniform Shop 
The uniform shop hours have now changed to Tuesday from 
3.00pm-3.30pm. 
 
Enrolment of Siblings 
As our roll is nearly full, we ask that you please ensure you have 
enrolled any younger siblings here at HCS.  You can do this by 
picking up a sibling enrolment form from the office.  You may have 
already done this earlier, if you are unsure, please feel free email 
the office to check office@hcs.school.nz 
 
XRace 
The XRace is a fantastic family experience where parent and child 
(6-14years) form a team and race together side by side.  Each team 
must complete challenges.  A number of families from school are 
entered for the event on Friday 1st of March.  For more information 
co to www.xrace.co.nz  
 
Devices 
Devices are not to be used in the school grounds at interval, lunch 
or afterschool. Please regularly remind your children of this. 
 
New family’s afternoon tea  
Mr Clark will be holding an afternoon tea for all new families on 
Thursday 21st of February at 2.30pm.  Come along for a coffee/tea 
to meet with Mr Clark and find out more about HCS and meet some 
other new parents.  
 
Board of Trustees Election 
This year in June we will hold an election for parent representatives 
on the Board of Trustees.  Please consider and pray about whether 
this is an area where you can serve.  If you may be interested, you 
can email Anita Nieuwland at a.nieuwland@hcs.school.nz for more 
information 
 
 

 
 

 
New  

 
 
 

 
Teacher Profile - Erna van Zyl 
I was born and raised in South Africa. After finishing my school 
education, I studied and trained as a teacher and have been in 
teaching for the past 23 years. I moved to New Zealand with my 
family, 14 years ago. We settled in Auckland where I taught at 
Reremoana School in South 
Auckland and Owairaka 
District School in Mt Albert. 
Our family made 
the decision to move to the 
sunny Hawke’s Bay in July 
2018. I feel very blessed and 
humbled to have joined 
Hastings Christian School 
and I'm looking forward to 
working with the staff, 
students and school 
community at HCS.   
 
Music Notices 
Itinerant music lessons started this week. Please continue to remind 
your child to bring their instrument on the appropriate day and to 
practice between lessons. Lessons for drum students and those 
enrolled in Heretaunga Intermediate Music centre, start next week.  
All permission slips need to returned to the office by the end of this 
week, and lesson fees for the year need to be paid before the 31st 
March. Note to guitar students: The school guitars are not available 
for use on lesson days. Students need to bring their own guitar.  
 
Orchestra and choir also started this week. It was great to see a 
positive turnout to both groups. These are vibrant groups lead by 
music specialists. We would love to see new members join. Please 
note the change of days: 
 
Choir - Monday @8:00am in T2   Orchestra - Tuesday @8:00am in 
F1  Any queries, please see Mrs Feyter 
 
Open Home Foundation 
The Hawkes Bay Service Centre is looking for caring people who 
are willing to open their heart and home to care for children/tamariki 
or young people/rangatahi. This could be for a weekend once a 
month, a week, or sometimes longer. Open Home Foundation is 
committed to mobilising the mainstream Christian community to 
serve children/tamariki and family/whānau in Aotearoa New 
Zealand.  For an application pack or further details,please contact: 
Ella Retter at our Hawkes Bay Service Centre p: 06 878 6682 or  
e: Ella.Retter@ohf.org.nz 

Welcome Back  

Picnic 2019 

Home and School committee invites all  
HCS families to a picnic evening (at school).  

Friday Feb 22nd from 5.30pm 
BYO picnic (or share someone else's!),  

Blankets, games and iceblocks provided 

mailto:office@hcs.school.nz
http://www.xrace.co.nz
mailto:a.nieuwland@hcs.school.nz


 
 
 

Uniform Shop  
The uniform shop is open every  

Tuesday from 
3:00pm-3:30pm  

1 Feb  Giselle , Arlo , Noah , Matthew , Micah Speeden, Lu-
cy , Cahal  

8 Feb Daniel , Noah , Josiah , Asher , Eben , Gem-
ma , Rose , Brielle  

Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  30 January-12 April 
Term 2 29 April-5 July 
Term 3 22 July-27 September 
Term 4 14 October-11 December  

Pupil of the Week 

What’s Happening this Term 
21st  New family’s afternoon tea 
22nd  Welcome BBQ 
25/27th EPro8 
28th  Y11 Science Trip 
March 
6th  Y12-13 Biology Trip 
7th  Whole School Athletics Day 
13th  Interschool Athletics 
15-16th Duke of Edinburgh Tramp 
19-20th Y11-13 Pop Up Globe Trip  

 

Garage Sale - gym/hall build 
fundraiser 

March 9th 8am in front of B Block.  
Have a back to school clear out and donate your stuff 

to the garage sale. 
There will be a cake stall also - looking for some bakers 

please. 
Dropping off stuff will be March 8th from 3pm. 

For more info see Sandie Speeden or 
email: hcsmarketday@gmail.com 

text: 0272930042. 
If you'd like to donate some baking to sell please let me 

know also. 

Preparations on the 
site for the new gym 
are underway!  


