
Term 3, Week 3 
12 August 2020 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating 

Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to 
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. 
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Page 2     From the Principal:  Community is Critical 

Notices 

Covid Alert Level 2 Procedures 
As we move back into alert level 2 we will 
once again take up the safety measures 
as outlined in our school safety plan.  
Any further information regarding this 
and changes to events will be sent out 
via the school app or email. 
 

• IMPORTANT: Please keep your children home if they 
are sick.  Students will be sent home immediately if they 
show any cold/flu symptoms. 

• Please avoid coming onto school grounds. Wherever 
possible, drop off and pick up your child/ren at the school 
gates.  

• If you do need to come on site, you will be required to 
register your presence.  This can be done via the school 
app under the three-bar menu bar called ‘Covid-19 
Check In’.  Office staff will then be able to see who has 
checked in/out. For those without the school app, there 
will also be physical visitors’ registers kept in the office 
and outside the B Block. These measures ensure that we 
are able to contact trace if needed.  

• The water fountains will be turned off on Thursday.  
Please make sure your child has a drink bottle. 

• Remember to leave a message via the school app or 
phone if your child will be sick or away.  Please advise us 
by 9.15am so as to avoid office staff needing to follow up 

absentees. 

• To minimise foot traffic through the office we ask that, 
where possible, you email your requests or questions to 
the office. 

 
Careers Symposium 
We are looking forward to our first Careers Symposium for our 
year 7-13 students on Thursday the 20th August.  The school 
day for the year 7-13 students will start at 10:30am on this day 
and finish at 4.30pm. (There will be supervision for year 7-8 
students who come earlier then 10.30am.)  Year 1-6 students 
will have the school day as normal.  Any changes that we need 
to make due to alert level 2 will be communicated next week. 
 
The aim of the symposium is to give our students the opportuni-
ty to explore both vocational and academic careers with a spe-
cial emphasis on making connections within our local school 
community industry professional.  The school day has changed 
times to accommodate our guest speakers to join us.  Students 
will get the opportunity to meet with industry professionals and 
also take part in mini panels to discuss employability skills and 
career pathways.   
 
Goodtime Pie Fundraiser 
Thank you to everyone who supported this Home and School 
fundraiser.  Orders will be available for pick up on Friday after-
school. 

As I write this newsletter New Zealand has just gone back into 
level 2 and Auckland into level 3 lockdown thanks to new cases 
of Covid-19. You could almost hear the collective sigh from 
across the country and feel the sense of frustration at the pro-
spect of another enforced lockdown.  
 
I wrote, back in June about some of the lessons learnt in 
lockdown. One lesson that I didn’t mention was the reminder 
of the importance of community. Despite the blessings of tech-
nology we all quickly found that a computer screen is no re-
placement for meeting together in our churches, homes and 
schools. God has made us for relationship, with Him and with 
others. The loss of being together in community was probably 
one of the most difficult trials during the period of lockdown. 
 
The importance of being in community has been brought home 
to me in a number of ways recently. As was stated in a previ-
ous newsletter, I have been appointed as a dual-Community 
of Learning (Kāhui Ako) leader for the Lower North Island 
Community of Learning (LNICoL) cluster of Christian schools. 
Over the past three weeks our leadership team have been go-
ing around the seven Christian Schools and four Early Child-
hood centres that make up our cluster in order to build relation-
ships and get feedback about possible future collaboration. 
 
As part of this time I shared with each school a devotion about 
the importance of community. I referred to biblical principles like 
‘two being better than one,’ (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) and of ‘iron 
sharpening iron,’ (Proverbs 27:17) in order to remind these 
schools of the importance of being in community and the value 
of sharing good educational practice with each other. 
 
One of the passages from scripture that I used to encourage 
these schools was from Galatians 6:9-10 which says, And let 
us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 
reap, if we do not give up. 

10 
So then, as we have oppor-

tunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith. 
 
This passage is a timely reminder that we can all ‘grow weary’ 
of doing the right thing but promises that there will be fruit from 
our efforts (not necessarily seen in this life) if we stay the 
course and don’t give up. Two things struck me from this seg-
ment. One was the priority that Paul gives for doing good to 
those who name the name of Christ. The other point of interest 
was that Paul describes the people of God as a household.  
 
I heard a sad statistic on the radio yesterday that there has 
been a severe spike in the divorce rate following the previous 
lockdown. No doubt living in such close proximity for an extend-
ed period together with the failure to look out for the interests of 
others put too great a strain on many households and many 
marriages. This is a sad reminder that sin turns us inward and 
away from looking out for others. 
 
Another event that reminded me of the importance of communi-
ty was the secondary school open evening last night. This was 
evidenced, not just from the numbers that attended, but also in 
what was shared by the staff. Those that attended also heard a 
lovely testimonial from a past pupil. Gerald, Angie and Herman 
spoke with real passion about the quality of the, education, re-
lationships and efforts that characterise the ‘Christ-centred’ 
Hastings Christian School community. 
 
It is a real blessing to be part of a community that regularly 
seeks to do good and honour the Lord. Let’s hope and pray that 
we will continue to enjoy the benefits of ‘face-to-face’ fellowship 
in these uncertain times. 
 

Gavin Clark 
Principal 

PO       



Year 9-13 Formal  
This year the secondary school formal will be on Friday 18th of 
September.  Tickets need to be ordered and paid for at the 
office by Tuesday 8th of September - $65.00 per person.  You 
can pay by cash or internet banking to the regular school 
account (reference: Formal).  
 
Stationery 
We are no longer selling pens, pencils, pens, erasers, glue 
sticks etc at the office.  Please make sure your children have 
spare items in their pencil cases or have a supply at home.  We 
do still have exercise books available for students to buy.  
 
Students going home sick 
Our school policy is that students who feel unwell during the 
day, should come to the office and we will contact their parents 
about whether they need to go home.  An increasing number of 
students are contacting their parents from the classroom via 
devices.  If you child contacts you directly, please discourage 
them from doing this and insist they speak to their teacher then 
come to the office.   
 
Pizza 
Pizza lunches are on Friday’s. $1.00 per piece.  
Order before school outside the new entrant class. 
 
School Photos 
School Photos will take place on Thursday 27th of August.  
Information sheets went out to students this week.  All students 
will be photographed and then shoot keys will be sent out (late 
in term or early next term)  You will be given a unique code to 
access all the photos your child is in and you can order from 
there.  If you would like a sibling photo, please collect an order 
form from the office.  These need to be handed in before photo 
day. 
 
Ski Trip 
The year 9 ski trip is planned for Friday 4th of September.  The 
cost will be approximately $120-$140.  More details will be sent 
home with students shortly. 
 
Open Evening 
Thank you to everyone who attended the secondary open 
evening yesterday.  It was great to see so many families. 
 
Reader/writer helpers for senior exams needed. 
If there is anyone able and willing during the day (including 
grandparents) that would like to help a student as a reader and 
scribe for their exams please email Anna Smith 
at a.smith@hcs.school.nz.  No experience necessary just the 
ability to read and write clearly.  Full training will be given.  You 
will be needed during benchmark exams 19th-23rd October and 
again for final exams beginning 16th November.  
 
Missing the Lucky Book Club Catalogue? 
There is no Lucky Book Club catalogue for the first half of term 
3, but you can still order the 
books online.  Browse the 
catalogue at https://
www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/
lucky-book-club/.  20% of your 
order value is available to buy 
resources for the HCS Library, so 
thank you for ordering. 

 

 
 
 
 

Secondary Certificates 
Y10 William  for being respectful, focussed and diligent.  He has a 
positive attitude toward learning and uses his initiative. 
Y9 Sara  for being focussed in class and having a positive attitude to 
learning.  She always does her best and achieves excellent results. 
Y11 Ben  for actively participates and listens in class.  He is focussed 
and asks good clarifying questions.  Works to a high standard. 
Y13 Charlotte  - Being a self-motivated student who has taken respon-
sibility for her own learning, works diligently, thoroughly and with perse-
verance, asking good questions. 
Y13 Marlies  - Enthusiastic and determined student who works me-
thodically and consistently, achieving excellent results. 
Y13 Ethan  - Thinks deeply and carefully about his work.  Always looks 
to help others while achieving excellent results for himself. 
Y12 Sophie - Is enthusiastic about learning, which she does consist-
ently and carefully.  Working hard, revising toward internals and achiev-
ing great results. 
Y11 Lindsey  - Contributes well in class discussions.  Shows real own-
ership of learning by being prepared to do extra and asking clarifying 
questions. 
Y10 Hanrich  - Demonstrates that he cares about his learning by ask-
ing thoughtful questions and being diligent and focussed. 
Y10 Madeline  - Uses initiative and is willing to take risks in learning.  
Works diligently in class and with her homework.  Makes useful and 
perceptive contributions to class discussion. 
Y10 William  - Having a positive attitude to learning.  Always ready to 
put in extra effort to gain. 

Art Trip 
 
On Wednesday the 5th of 

August all senior art 

students travelled with 

Ms Anderson to Has-

tings City Art Gallery to 

see the ‘NZQA Top 
Art’ exhibition and then 
to Hastings Community 

Arts Centre to see the 

‘The Hawkes Bay Year 
12’ exhibition. The Top 
Art show is a selection of 

the best Year 13 folio boards from 2019 which travel to 

different areas of New Zealand so students can get to 

see what a high Excellence board looks like. The work 

on display was a very high standard which ignited 

some really in-depth discussion around topics such as 

method, subject matter and ‘low effort’ verses ‘high 

effort’ art. The Year 12 Exhibition was established in 

2001 and is put together by the Hawkes Bay Art 

Teachers group. It was a good chance for the year 11 

students to see the show so they will have an idea of 

what they could enter next year. This year Abby Clark, 

Vahiri Libeau and Oliver Sissons entered a piece of 
their choice and it will be on public display along with 

work from schools around the Hawkes Bay until the 

15th of August.  
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Uniform Shop  
The uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 

2:30pm-3:30pm  

Term Dates 2020 

Term 3 20 July-25 September 
Term 4 12 October-10 Dec (approx.) 

Pupil of the Week 

What’s Happening this Term 
 
August 
13

th
  Y9 Get2Go 

19
th
  E Block trip to Science Roadshow 

20
th
  Careers Symposium 

24
th
  Watersafety training B1, B2, B6, E1 

24
th
  BOT Meeting 

26th Yr5-6 Futsal tournament 
27

th
  School Photo Day 

28th  People of the Pacific at HCS (E Block) 
 
September 
2nd  House Event 
4th   Y9 Ski trip 
8th   Y11 Study Skills 
8th   Interschool cross country 
9th   Mufti Day 
18th Secondary Formal 
19th  General Election (HCS voting station) 

 

20-24 July 
Xander nson B6, Nickson B6, Hadassah  B1, Rena  B4, Isla  

B2, Berakiah  E1, Alex  E1, Ruben B3, Riley  E3, Shadrach 
E3, Eben  E2 

3-7 August 
Nathalie  B3, Darcy  B1, Jamie  E1, George  B2, Jordan , 

Caleb  B6, Cleveland  E2, Giselle  B4  

27-31 July 
Eva  B4, Jude  E3, Ava  B2, Dylan  B1, Meagan E1, Sarah  

B3, Eden  E3, Austin  E2, Jazmine  E3, Emme  B6, Maddie 
Trobe B6, Layla arinus B6 


