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“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2
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School Mission Statement
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating
Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour.
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Why did God create family? This was the question that
caught my attention recently in a book I’ve been reading
called ‘Free of Me’ by Sharon Hodde Miller. In this book
Sharon makes the point that our me-centered culture affects every area of our lives – including our relationships,
calling, self-image and even our faith. She rightly points
out that, ‘The self-focused life robs our joy, shrinks our

souls and is the reason we get stuck in insecurity.’

This self-focused tendency plays out in many ways and
can turn everything your child does – both good and bad
– into a referendum on your parenting. Children, she
says, are not the fulfillment of our identities and they
should never be asked to bear that weight.

So what is God’s purpose for family? Obviously the bible
makes it clear that there are a lot of reasons that God had
in mind when He created the institution of marriage and
family. Relationship, companionship and learning how to
relate to God as our heavenly father are all included, but
does it have a larger purpose as well? Sharon goes on to
cite Rodney Clapp who said, ‘To be healthy, the family
needs a mission or purpose beyond itself.’ That purpose is
in service to the kingdom of God and is so important that;

‘the family hurts itself when it makes (itself) the goal and
object of Christian mission.’

The purpose of marriage and parenting is to love
God and others. That’s the answer to the question. The
purpose of your family, says Sharon, is not to make you
There are a number of negative symptoms of making our look good. ‘The purpose of your family is not to make you
kids about us. One is pressure. When we make our kids comfortable. And the purpose of your parenting is not to
about us, we feel pressure to be great parent, and as a raise successful kids who get ahead of all the other kids.
result, we put pressure on them succeed. Her sage coun- The purpose of your family is to love your kids and other
sel here is to ‘get a grip!’
kids. The purpose of your family is to love your family and

other families. The purpose of your marriage is to love

Another consequence of making our kids about us is guilt. God and the world better than you could have done it
All the choices before us, she says, are like a pass-fail alone.’
test: disposable nappies or cloth? Screen time or no
screen time? ‘Whenever we find a parent that has chosen Family was never meant to be a pawn in the game of im-

a different style than ours it instantly feels like a measuring stick. The key is to remind ourselves that God in His
grace covers both our sins and our shortcomings. Our call,
according to Sharon, is not to be perfect parents, but to
point to the parent that never disappoints.’

age management, because it w as never m eant to
be about us. For us, yes. About us, no.
Gavin Clark
Principal

Notices:
Welcome
A warm welcome to some new students. It’s lovely to have
you with us and we hope you settle in well.

Addison (B3) and Ethan (E2) and their parents Daniel and Toni.

Grace (E3) and her mum Andrea.
Lost Property
The lost property will be put out on Friday afternoon on
the courts—weather permitting. Please make sure your
child’s clothing is named. This makes it easy to return to
the rightful owner!
Accounts
All school accounts have been emailed home recently.
Please make sure these are kept up to date. NZQA fees
for year 11-13 students have automatically gone on to
your accounts but these do not need to be paid straight
away. If you have a community services card you can
apply for a reduction of this fee. See the office for an application form.

Year 11 Market Day
The year 11 students will be holding a Market Day on
Tuesday 15th of May (week 3) More details on what will
be available to purchase next term.

Secondary School Y9-13
Parent-Teacher Interviews
We encourage all parents to be part of this process.
Bookings are now open.
Monday 7th May
Tuesday 8th May
Wednesday 9th May

3.30pm-6.00pm
3.30pm-5.30pm
6.20pm-8.30pm
3.30pm-5.30pm

To book please go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
Booking code:

p6z8q

Uniform
Please make sure your children have all the correct winter
Secondary Certificates
uniform items (especially socks, tights and shoes) for next
term. The uniform shop will be open TOMORROW from Maisie Bromfield—Outstanding effort and high quality in
2.30-3.30pm.
her homework over a range of subjects. Having an excellent
E1 Bake Sale
Thank you so much to everyone that supported the bake
sale. We raised $505.00 to go towards the persecuted
church! This will be distributed through the Voice of the
Martyrs who will be visiting our school next term.

attitude to learning, always being thoroughly prepared and
well organised.

Arrien Mallory—Excellent work and attitude in class. For
leadership in his form class by leading devotions and actively
caring for others in his form class

Notices:
Student Achievements
Thomas and Alice recently competed in
the Performing Arts Competitions and
were highly successful, winning many
trophies and both winning scholarships
for Speech and Drama. Alice also won
the scholarship for Singing, and was
additionally awarded extra recognition
special prizes of 'Most Promising Singer'
for singing and 'Most Outstanding Talent'
for Speech and Drama.
MTG Visit
Year 11 students
visited the MTG
on 23 March to
choose an artwork
or exhibit from
the
earthquake
exhibition to use
as inspiration for
their
creative
writing.
Our
thanks to the parent helpers who helped
with transport: Mr Oxley, Mrs Walker and Mrs Robinson.
Sports Notices

This week marks the end of summer sports for the
term. Tonight our volleyball teams play their last
games. The boys A team have made their division
final as have the girls B team and we wish them all the
best!

Soccer will start the first weekend back (5th May)
Some team practices have already begun. We are still
needing a coach for the high school soccer B team for
next term. Please contact Victoria Clark.

Netball will start week 2 (12th of May). We have
managed to field 4 netball teams from the primary/
intermediate and 3 teams in the high school for next
term. All teams will be put on the school app Friday.

The school jackets have been a great addition to the
high school uniform. It is compulsory that they are
named. Also a reminder that high school students are
allowed to wear NAVY Canterbury track pants during
school PE lessons.

Congratulations Maisie Broomfield and Anna Parson
with being awarded their bronze Duke of Edinburgh
awards.

As the bus door opens with a hiss,
the rain trickles down our faces. The
sports day had begun at Cornerstone Christian School. We were
placed into teams of different ages
and other Christian schools. We met
plenty of friends because of the
teams we were placed in. After that
we were off. We went to the park
which was a vast field of games and
activities. Longball, soccer, volleyball, and basketball concluded the
fun. After that, lunch. Finally something to eat after all that driving and sports. Cornerstone
did a great job organising and coaching the sports day.
The highlight of the
day for many was
lunchtime, spending time with people
that you haven’t
met. Finn & Marcel
E1

Home & School Events
The Home & School Committee has some events planned for
next term including a mums afternoon tea and dads
breakfast. See the flyer enclosed.

Senior Girls Volleyball
Thanks everyone for your support of the girls volleyball team
who recently attended Nationals in Palmerston North. While
Year 9 Hard Technology
This term the year 9 class has been learning about robotics the results didn’t always go their way, this competition was
and digital technologies as part of their technology class. great experience for the girls, and a time to bond as a team
and improve their skills and gameplay.
The students have loved the hands on activities.

Further Notices:
Pupil Of The Week

12-16 March

19-23 March

2-6 April

Jude, Jack, Hanrich, Emily, Arlo ,
Jack, Jack

Jasper, Tyson, Cole, Jazmine, Finn ,
Oliver, Emma

Noah, Jude, Daniel, Mieka, Lucy, Eliakim , Pippi-Rose

Uniform Shop
A reminder that the uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 2.30-3.30pm. If you need any items, please
fill in an order form at the office.

Term Dates 2018
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

31 Jan -13 April
30 April - 6 July
23 July - 28 Sept
15 Oct - 14 Dec (approx)

What’s Happening Next Term

MAY
7-9th Secondary school parent teacher interviews
9th Yr 7 immunisations
15th Yr 11 Market Day
23rd Voice of the Martyrs visit
25th Yr 9-10 Growing Leaders seminar
28-29th Secondary Sports exchange
JUNE
5-8th Life Education caravan
15th Mums afternoon tea

“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2

