
Term 2, Week 9 
10 June 2020 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and cele-
brating Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their 

unique gifts to forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. 
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Page 2     From the Principal:  Lessons Learned in Lockdown 

Notices 
Alert Level 1 
It was great to hear this week that we have moved down to 
alert level 1.  This means we can now relax a few more 
things at school.  Parents can now freely come onsite to 
drop off/pick up students, drinking fountains will be turned 
back on, assemblies will resume & lunchtime procedures will 
return to normal.  Teachers will continue to remind students 
to wash their hands/sanitise regularly.  We still ask that if 
your children are feeling unwell, please keep them home. 
 
New families Afternoon Tea 
On Monday 22nd of June we will have an afternoon tea for 
the new families that have started with us recently.  There 
will be a chance to hear more about the school and ask any 
questions you may have.  It will be good to get to know you 
better!   

2020 has proven to be a year where God, in His 
sovereignty, has given us all a chance to gain a 
clearer vision of who we are and of what is truly 
important. Some of the lessons learnt from the 
general public have been humorous (and even 
insightful) as can be seen in the list compiled on the Newstalk ZB 
website: 
 

• I met this lady at the start of lockdown, that's now perma-
nently at my house. I've learnt that she is my wife and I was 
pleasantly surprised at how nice she is!  

• Home schooling is frightening. I am NEVER attempting 
school again  

• I really don't miss junk food like I thought I would  

• Husbands are sad when there is no sport on TV  

• Most of what I normally buy, I don't really need, and what I 
really need I can't buy anyway   

• You can get really tired doing nothing. 

• My son's teacher is a saint. 

• Loneliness sucks.  

• Material objects have no worth. No more buying stuff to look 
'cool' happening here.  

• No matter how much time I have I will not fold my washing. 

• I am so happy I do not live in America.  

• My parents aren't really that annoying at all. 

• I have no self-restraint and seriously lack motivation. 

• Going to class is better than not going. 

• The beauty of silence is refreshing to the soul. 
 

There are many insights that I’m sure that you and your family 
have gained about yourselves and about what is truly important 
over this time. For some, that will have been to trust God’s sover-
eignty, for others it will have been to learn patience and hopefully 
for all, that life is fragile and our time on this earth is fleeting at 
best. 
 
No doubt many will have gained a renewed appreciation for the 
work that our teachers put into helping educate your children. Their 
dedication, skill and love for your children has been clearly evi-
denced over this time and I am extremely grateful to the Lord for 
each of our staff. I am also thankful for the way that the home and 
school partnership has been strengthened as we have learnt to 
walk together in new ways to support your children. 
 
On a personal level I have been learning to appreciate the Lord, 
my family and my own ongoing struggle to die daily to self in a 
whole new way. This was aided in part due to the fact that my wife, 

two daughters and I are currently living in our friends one room 
Airbnb while we wait for our house to be built. Close fellowship in 
lockdown has a way of uncovering aspects of yourself that can be 
revealing and sobering! 
 
Of the many insightful things I read, from a biblical perspective, 
over the lockdown one article by Tim Challies really struck a chord 
with me. It was entitled: It’s Not Often in Life that You Get a Do-
Over (So Take the Do-Over!). What Tim encouraged his readers to 
do was to use the forced break from our busy lives to reflect on 
how we might declutter and reprioritize.  
 
Before you go back to what was normal, decide whether this is the 
normal you want. Take the opportunity to assess, to evaluate, to 
carefully and prayerfully ponder the kind of life you want, the kind 
of life you believe the Lord is calling you to live. 
 
On a family level, we intend to live lean lives so we won’t have to 
spend every evening driving around town, dropping our kids at 
endless clubs, classes, and lessons. We have committed to eat 
together whenever possible, to worship together every evening, to 
prioritize those few things that matter most. But in exhaustion and 
frustration we have to admit that we have overdone it, that the clut-
ter in our family has increased until it has wedged us apart. We’ve 
said yes to too much and no to too little. We’ve been too hasty to 
begin things and too loath to end them. Family life has become as 
cluttered as personal life. 
 
We will then have to decide when and if we return to each of these 
activities. And there is no better time than now to be reflective 
about what we want our lives to be. There is no better time than 
now to be prayerful about how we will keep our lives from going 
from too empty to too full. 
 
In God’s providence, he has taken nearly everything away from us 
for a time. In God’s sovereignty, he has interrupted so many of our 
habits, both good and bad. It is too early to be too confident in in-
terpreting what he is up to in all of this, though we can be sure that 
it is for our good and his glory. But surely it will do us no harm, and 
in fact do us a world of good, to take the opportunity to carefully 
ponder how, as we emerge back into life, we can best deploy our 
gifts, talents, time, energy, and enthusiasm for the good of others 
and the glory of God. 
 
I pray that as you reflect on the things that occupy your time and 
attention, that the Lord would grant you wisdom to know what are-
as you need to prioritise. In doing so the lessons from lockdown 
will, Lord willing, not be lost! 
 

Gavin Clark—Principal  

Carnival Day 

This Friday! 
 
The year 10 Business Studies class are running a Carni-
val themed event which will run through morning tea and 
lunch this Friday. 
 
The prices will range from approximately 
$1 to $5, and some events include spin 
the wheel, dart throwing, etc. All the 
events will be safe, fun and full of prizes. 
We hope to see you there! P.S. Post-
ponement day is Friday 19th June. 



 
Thank You! 
The staff were treated to a fantastic morning tea yesterday 
which was put on by the Home & School Committee on 
behalf of parents.  Board Chair Greg Millard reflected on the 
hard work done during the lockdown period and thanked the 
teachers and staff.   

Congratulations 
We congratulate Gavin Clark who was recently appointed to 
a shared role of Lead Principal for our Community of 
Learning.  Our COL is made up of several Christian schools 
in the Lower North Island.  A Community of Learning | Kāhui 
Ako is a group of education and training providers that form 
around children and young people's learning pathways, and 
work together to help them achieve their full potential. Each 
Community of Learning sets shared goals, or achievement 
challenges based on the particular needs of its children and 
young people.  The COL works with students, their parents, 
whānau, iwi and communities to achieve those challenges.  
 

Accounts 
School accounts were emailed out last week.  Please pay 
these as soon as possible.  They will include uniform items, 
music, stationery etc.  If you have any queries, please 
contact Adair. 
 
Friday Pizza 
The Home & School Committee will be starting up 
Friday pizza again next Friday 19th of June. 
 
Prayer Time 
We have much to be thankful to the Lord for and also 
petitions to bring before him.  Please join Gavin Clark for a 
regular parent prayer time on Tuesdays from 2:30-3:00pm in 
the meeting room.  We would love to see some of you then.  

Secondary School  
Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Welcome to our Secondary School Parent Teacher Inter-
views for 2020. These will take place next week, 16-18 
June. We encourage all parents to take part. Our inter-
views this year will include the option of having interviews 
during the school day as well as the option of having online 
video interviews with teachers. Please bear with us as we 
navigate the administration around these new processes. 
 
Interviews through the school day will happen on Wednes-
day, 17 June. To allow for this to occur, we are asking sen-
ior students (Year 11-13) to work from home while our 
Year 9 & 10 will continue with their normal programme. 
Our teachers will be preparing online work for the senior 
students for this particular day, in much the same way as 
how it worked during the Covid lockdown. We were ex-
tremely impressed with the vast majority of our senior stu-
dents during this online time, and one of the significant 
pieces of feedback we received from both staff and stu-
dents was the significant increase in student ownership 
that was observed - students enjoyed working at their own 
pace and in their own time, and the work we received was 
often significantly better in terms of quality and thoughtful-
ness. 
 
The interview booking site is now open.  You can book by 
checking the alert that was sent out yesterday via the 
school app or go to www.schoolinterviews.com and use 
the code qpkmq. Use the site as per normal, however, 
please follow the instructions below if you would like your 
timeslot to be a video interview instead of face to face. 
 
Important - Video interview requests: When you type in 
your parent name, please add the word 'online' after your 
name. i.e. Mary Jones online then choose your interview 
slots. This will allow us to identify the online video re-
quests. Links and further instructions for video interviews 
will be sent out via email on the Monday before interviews 
start.  

 

 

Our house event this term is a festival celebrating art.  Students 
have been encouraged to create a piece of art that reflects "House 
Spirit" which will be on display at our house exhibition in week 
12.  Students may enter into one of the following categories 

·  Design 
 A new house flag 

·  Express 
 Create an A3 artwork in any medium depicting “house 
 spirit” 

· Compose  
 Compose a poem, 100 word short story or devotion 

·  Construct  
 Create a 3D art work, sculpture, Lego model, art in  
 motion, etc.  
 
Parents are asked to please allow their child to make their work 
independently. Please do not make their artwork for them. All 
artwork is to be completed before Monday 29th July.  Any art-
work completed before this date is to be given to the Primary 
school class teachers or the High school house leaders and will 
be displayed in classroom windows.  
 
Week 12's exhibition date will be weather dependent.  More de-
tails will be announced closer to the time. Parents and families 
will be invited to view all of the artwork. During week 12 all 
students will be encouraged to add accessories to their school 
uniform all week to reflect "House Pride"  These accessories 
should reflect their house colour. Kōwhai Yellow, Manuka Blue, 
Rimu Red and Totara Green 
Acceptable accessories include 
• Socks 
• Earrings 
• Hair ties, scrunchies and ribbons 
• Hats 
• Belts 
• Broaches or lapel pins 
• Suspenders 
• Watches 
• Scarves 

Secondary Certificates 
 
Year 9 Rebekah - Working diligently in all her classes with 
focus, achieving good results 
 
Year 10 Aashna  - Producing excellent work in all her classes.  
Working diligently and thoughtfully. 
 
Year 13 Adriana  - Excellent attitude to learning, continually  
positive.  Always strives to do her best, asking good questions to 
achieve understanding.  Willingly serving others. 



 

 
  

Uniform Shop  
The uniform shop is open every Tuesday 

from 2:30pm-3:30pm  

Term Dates 2020 
Term 1 30 January-9 April 
Term 2 28 April-3 July 
Term 3 20 July-25 September 
Term 4 12 October-10 Dec (approx.) 

Pupil of the Week 

What’s Happening this Term 
 

12 June  Carnival Market Day 
16-18 June  Secondary School Parent- 
   Teacher Interviews 
17 June  Distance learning day Y11-13 
29 June  Board of Trustees meeting 
3 July          Last day of term 2 
 

Distance Learning 
The following students were awarded certificates last 
week in recognition of some great work done over the 
lockdown period.  Students were awarded for diligence, 
perseverance and consistency, amongst other things. 
 
Y9 Xander, Linda, Sara  
 
Y10 William , Ben , Aashna , Madeleine , Ruby , David   
 
Y11 Ben Barry, Jana Liebenberg, Anouk van Seventer, 
Abbey Stonestreet, Lindsey Kloosterman, Shalece 
Hohneck 
 
Y12 Max Jardine, Jonty Stuijt, Hannah Joji 
 
Y13 Rachel Akkerman, Marlies Meinsma, Adriana Uys, 
Isabelle Walker 
 
 
 

Mrs Pratt teaching B3 about electricity 

and circuits  

General Election 
Our school will once again be a polling station 
for the general election on September 19th.  
The Electoral Commission promotes people 
living in their community working at their Voting 
Place. There will be a number of roles availa-
ble.  If you may be interested you can check it 
out at:  https://elections.nz/jobs/  


