
 
 

    

Term 1, Week 6 
8 March 2017 

Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
Hastings Christian School aims to teach pupils the knowledge of God and the world, as revealed in the Scriptures 

and to equip the pupils with the knowledge and skills needed to function effectively as Christians  
and citizens in today’s world. 
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 Notices: 
New Families Afternoon Tea 
All families new to the school are welcome to 
join us on Monday 13th of March at 2.30pm 
in the staffroom for afternoon tea.  This is an 
opportunity to meet with Gavin Clark and 
some other teachers and to ask any ques-
tions you have about school life.  We would 
love to see you there! 
 
Athletics Day 
Due to a double booking by the sports park, school athlet-
ics day will now be on Friday 17th of March. B4 & B3 stu-
dents will be staying at school.  (B3 students will be 
emailed regarding this) It will be a house competition so 
students should dress in house coloured clothing and bring 
plenty of water, food, sunscreen and appropriate foot-
wear.  You will need to drop off and pick up your children 
from the sports park.  The day will begin at 8.40am and 
finish between 2.30-3pm.  Parents are welcome to come 
and watch any time of the day. 
 
School Property 

 A reminder that there should not be any students 
driving on the school property (learner, restricted or 
full.)  Student drivers should park on the road.   

 No dogs on the school property please. 

 No parking on the grass outside the B Block 

 Please watch your speed around the school area 
and especially on the school grounds (5kmph) 

 
Winter Sports 
Secondary school sports notices were emailed home last 
week regarding participation in a number of winter sports 
including soccer and netball.  Please email Mrs Clark back  
or print off the form and drop it into the office. 

Netball & Soccer Trials 

 Secondary school netball trials will take place this 
Monday 13th of March at 3.30pm 

 Secondary school soccer trials will take place on 
Tuesday 14th of March at 3.30pm 

If your child can’t attend the trial but still wants to play, 
please let Mrs Clark know. 
 
Young Enterprise 
This year a number of year 12 
students are taking part in this 
scheme. Here is Anton, Alice and 
Casey talking to Craig Foss about 
their business idea at the EIT 
day on Thursday 3 March. 
 

 
 
YES students Esther and 
Victoria during one of the 
five minute 'speed coaching' 
sessions with bankers, ac-
countants and entrepreneurs 
at the EIT day on Thursday 
3 March. 
 
 

 
Mufti Day 
On Friday 24th of March we will have a mufti day to help 
support Vahri Libeau as she “shaves for cancer”.  Please 
talk to your younger children about the significance behind 
this cause as Vahari will have her head shaved at school.  
It would be great if each child can bring along a donation 
for this worthy cause. 

‘Audit time!’ These two simple words would normally send a 
chill down the spine, a knot in the stomach, the heart to race 
and a cold sweat to break out on your forehead. A little dra-
matic you say, then you’ve obviously never been audited! 
 
For the past two days the school has been reviewed to see 
how well we are doing in delivering the curriculum from a 
biblical perspective. While the Education Review Office (ERO) 
make some general observations about this every three 
years, the board of the proprietor (BOP) complete an audit 
twice a year, and as believers have a much better handle on 
what this means. This year the proprietor arranged for an 
independent audit 
and sought the help 
of two men that are 
heavily invested in 
Christian Education. 
 
Richard Vanderpyl 
and Andy van 
Ameyde have come 
from Middleton 
Grange, the largest 
Christian School in 
the south island, 
where Richard 
serves as the principal and Andy as a Christian School net-
work coordinator. 
 
It has been an absolute joy to have them at our school and I 
can honestly say that I have been looking forward to their 
visit – not only to have affirmed the good things that we can 
celebrate here at HCS, but as much because of what we can 

learn from them. I have not been disappointed on either 
front! 
 
The feedback to date has been very encouraging. You as 
parents can have great confidence that the teachers at HCS 
are doing an excellent job of ensuring that you are being well 
supported in instilling a biblical worldview into the lives of 
your children.  
 
The men have left no stone unturned in their efforts to gain 
a clear picture of what the ‘Special Character’ of our school 
looks like from the perspective of those within our school 
community. There have been interviews with past pupils, 
both boards, students at various levels, teachers and par-
ents. The anecdotal feedback from these interviews has been 
very encouraging – there have even been tears of apprecia-
tion! 
 
A particularly touching comment from a staff member this 
week, that to me summed things up nicely, was: ‘I wish that 
all parents could have the insight I have had into the running 
of the school and how committed all the staff are to provid-
ing a Christian education to our children. I feel very privi-
leged to be part of a wonderful staff.’ 
 
Having said all this we ultimately give all the glory to the 
Lord who has blessed us with the committed families, boards 
and staff that make our school such a great place for stu-
dents to learn and grow in. 
 
Gavin Clark 
Principal 



Notices: 

Uniform Shop 
A reminder that the uniform shop is open every 
Tuesday from 2.30-3.30pm. If you need any items, please fill 
in an order form at the office. 
 
Volleyball 
Thank you for supporting the senior girls volleyball team last 
Friday with their fundraising lunch. 
 
This weekend the girls will be playing in the Hawkes Bay 
Open and next week in the Hawkes Bay Seeding Torunament 
before leaving for Nationals in Palmerston North. 
 
Silver Spoon Awards 
Congratulations to the following students.  They have been 
identified by their classmates for their diligence, kindness, 
helpfulness and considerate natures during Food technology.  
It is a real pleasure to have such Christ like 
students in class.  
Week 1 Alesha Carey-Smith 
Week 2 Olivia Pechey 
Week 3 Isabelle Walker 
Week 4 David Akkerman 
Week 5 Victoria Franca-Palmer 
 
World Exchange 
Anne Marsh will be coming this Friday 12.45 in the multiroom 
to speak about their exchange programme.  Secondary 
students are welcome to come along to hear more.Your 
Education is a specialised education agency that offers 
exciting high school exchange opportunities in over 15 
countries around the world. With over a decade of 
experience in the exchange industry we know what is 
required to ensure a positive and memorable exchange for 
our students. 
 
Music Lessons 
Please remind your child that if they take itinerant music 
lessons, they need to let their music teachers know if they 
cannot make their lesson.  We have had a number of 
students this week on trips or sitting internals who have not 
notified their music teachers that they won’t be at lesson.   
 
Mitre 10 Tough Kids Challenge 
This is scheduled for Thursday, 16 March. HCS will not be 
entering classes or students into any events. If you're keen 
to have your child involved, feel free to register them 
yourselves. 
 
Year 11 Science  
Students from Hastings Christian 
School had a fantastic day 
investigating how farming affects 
the Maraetotara River.  Two sites 
were investigated, one at 
Waimarama which was largely 
unaffected by farming and another 
site at Clifton where the 
Maraetotara river had wound its 
way through farm land.  
Students collected data, 
which included the macro- 
invertebrates present and a 
range of abiotic factors such 
as water temperature, water 
conductivity and water 
clarity. Using this data, 
student will evaluate the 
effect of farming on the 
river ecosystem and 
individual species.   

Shave for Cancer 
Hello, my name is Vahri and I will be shav-
ing my hair for cancer on the 24th of 
March. In doing so I am raising money for 
the leukaemia and blood cancer society. If 
you would like to sponsor me in donating 

securely to this cause, 
please visit       
https://shaveforacure.co.nz            
and search me up!  
You can put cash into the blue bucket at 
the HCS reception  
Or scan this QR code: 
Thank-you! 

Above Tutira – The E3 Camp 
by Shalece, Ashley, Mr Marinus 

 
3 . . . 2 . . . 1 - Go!  

 
We all dump our oars in the mucky water of Boot Lake, and pad-
dle like never before. Within a few minutes the first canoe is 
round the first buoy, now heading to the second. Now comes the 
second canoe around the first buoy. Now the third! By this time, 
the first canoe has now gone around the second buoy. As the sec-
ond canoe goes around the second buoy, the first canoe is doing a 
360°, and the third canoe is trying its hardest to catch up. Seconds 
later, the first canoe has finished the race! Minutes later the sec-
ond canoes finishes, and then the third. Hooray for the first ca-
noe! 
 
And so went the first activity of the Year 8 camp at Camp Guthrie-
Smith, above Lake Tutira. For three days, from Monday, the 13th to 
Wednesday, the 15th, we splashed, cried, explored, and rose, in 
some cases kicking and screaming, to a range of novel challenges. 
 
Here are some clues to a few more – see if you can make sense of 
them!  

tangled . . . attached . . . thick rope . . . second  
blindfolded . . . guide . . . obstacles . . . teamwork 

 
mud . . . awesome . . . exhilarating . . .  
extremely . . . definitely . . . favourite 

 
3.5 hour . . . amazing . . . fatiguing . . . getting to finish . . . 

spectacular view . . . how far we'd walked 



“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 

Pupil Of The Week  
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

Last Week 
B2 Noah  for showing perseverance in writing 
 and illustrating his poem ‘Honey Bear' 
B3 Hadassah  for settling so well into your 
 new school.  We love having you in B3.  You 
 try your best and ask good questions.   
 Tino pai. 
E1 Hannah  for exceptional standards of 
 bookwork and high levels of participation 
E2  Alice  for an innovative slide about  herself 
B2 Dylan  for working hard and doing  well 
with his reading 
 
This Week 
E3 Annalise  for Posing Excellent  Questions in 
 Devotions 
E2 Nathaniel  for working hard in all  
 subject to complete work and for asking for 
 help when needed. 
E1 Alesha for being an excellent  role model 
 and a faithful helper 
B4 Asher  for having a great attitude 
 about learning and trying his best 
B2 Berakiah  for perseverance and his  
 excellent attitude towards learning 
B3 Bella  for being a great role model in 
 B3.  You work so diligently and willingly 
 help others.  Tino pai Bella! 
Memory Verse 100%  E2, B2 

Term Dates 2017 

Term 1 31 January—13 April 
Term 2 1 May-7 July 
Term 3 24 July—29 September 
Term 4 16 October-13 December (approx.) 

School Text Messages 
Occasionally the school sends out text messages 
with important notices/reminders.  This is also a 
way we would contact parents during an emergen-
cy.  If you have not yet signed up, you can so by 
sending the following message follow hast_christian 
to 8987           

What’s Happening This Term 

 
March 
13th Yr 13 Bio Trip 
 E1 Rocky shore trip 
16th  Tough Kids 
17th  School Athletics Day 
21-24 Life Ed Caravan 
27-31 E1 Optimist Yachting 
27-31 Volleyball Nationals Palmerston Nth 
31st Christian School Sports Day in Palmerston Nth 
 
April 
5th House Event (PM) 
13th End of term 1 


