
 

 
              

 

     

      

Term 4, Week 8 
 6 December 2017 

Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating 

Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to 
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. “B
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 Notices: 

The staff at Hastings Christian would like 

to wish you all a blessed holiday season as 
we remember the birth of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ.  May you all have a 
relaxing break and enjoy time with your 

family and friends and we look forward to 
seeing you again in 2018. 

 
New Teacher Appointment 

We are excited to announce the recent appointment of Nico 

van der Merwe to our teaching staff. Nico will be teaching the 
year 4-5 class in B1 next year. We are looking forward to him 

joining us. 
 

Farewell 
This year we are sad to farewell Willy Koster, Pieter Burger 

and John Smith.  We are thankful to these staff for their 
faithful service over the years and wish them God’s blessing 

for the future. 

 
Start Dates & Term Dates for 2018 

 You can find the start dates and school term dates for 

2018 on the back of the newsletter. 
 

Prizegiving Practice 
For those of you new to the school this year, we always run a 

practice for the evening prizegiving for all students on the 

morning of prizegiving.  This helps the children know what 
will be happening at the evening event and gives them op-

portunity to practice any items.  

Please drop your children down at Riverbend (Te Aute Rd) by 

9.00am on Monday.  We will require some parents to help 
transport students back around 10.15am if you are free 

(confirmation of time will be sent out via the school app.)  
Could the orchestra be there at 8.00am and the choir by 

8.30am please. 
 

 

As another school term draws to a close and with Christmas right around 
the corner, I am yet again reminded of how quickly the years fly by. This 
reality is brought home more forcefully to me this year with my eldest 
daughter, now joining my son in finishing her time at our school. 
 
Scripture is full of vivid imagery about the brevity of life. We are told 
that our days are transient like a vapour or a shadow, that they are 
swifter than a weaver’s shuttle and like a wind that passes, a flower that 
fades and grass that withers. Sobering stuff and while not the kind of 
thoughts that are normally brought to our attention at this time of fes-
tive cheer – they are, none-the-less, important to consider. 
 
Blaise Pascal was a famous French mathematician and physicist who 
lived in the 15th century. I have known for some time that he was a 
Christian but hadn’t realised that he had written of his convictions out-
side of maths and physics. I recently came across a short booklet he 
wrote called ‘Thoughts’ in which he reflects on matters more weighty 
than even maths and physics. Pascal’s challenge to consider eternity and 
the brevity of life are worth careful and prayerful thought.  
 
“Before we examine the evidence of the truth of Christianity, I need to 
point out an inconsistency of those who are careless about the truth. Yet 
it is vital to them, for it intimately affects their lives. Of all their mis-
calculations, this is what most blatantly shows up their blind 
folly. 
 
It is this. This present life is momentary, but the state of death is 
eternal. How terribly important it is then to live in the light of the eternal 
since it ultimately affects all that we do or think. Since nothing is more 
obvious than this observation, how absurd is it to behave differently? 
That we as a people have a sense of eternity and yet we’re drawn to live 
for the present. And nothing could be more foolish. Seen from this an-

gle, how absurd it is for people to go through life without regard 
for their final destiny. 
Instead they are lead as they feel inclined, and they indulge themselves 
unreflective and careless as though they could wipe out eternity and 
enjoy some passing happiness merely by repressing their thoughts.  
 
Yet people do not even bother to find out if eternity is merely 
an old wive’s tale. Though this stares them in the face, they do not 
even trouble to find out if the argument for it is valid. They have no idea 
whether they should or should not refuse to face up to this question. 
What an appalling way to behave.” 
 
One of my favourite Psalms reminds us to stop and reflect on these 
realities. Psalm 90:12 says Teach us to number our days, that we 
may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 states that God has set eternity in the human 
heart or as the words of a song sung by my brother at my grandfathers 
funeral put it, ‘We were made for glory, we were made to last. God 
formed these feet to walk golden streets when this hard life is passed.’ 
We are eternal beings and that’s why we struggle so much with the loss 
of a loved one. Death was not we were designed for. 
 
As we approach the end of another year, may you be encouraged to 
stop and reflect on these truths. While it’s important to make the most 
of the time that has been given to us, as Gandalf said to Frodo in the 
Lord of the Rings, it’s more important that we come into a right relation-
ship with the one who made us and set eternity in our hearts. 
 
Gavin Clark 

Prizegiving 
Monday 11th December 

7.00pm at Riverbend Bible Church 
  

All students should arrive at 6.45pm in tidy, correct 
school uniform (no jerseys or polarfleeces please) 

  

B4 & B3 students have the option of going home at 
the interval break but they are also welcome to stay.   

 
School magazines will be available after prizegiving 

(one per school family) 

 
Tuesday 12th December—Following the late night at 

prizegiving, primary children have the option of start-
ing school at 9.00am (however, school will be open 

at the normal time.)  Secondary students should be 

here at 8.40am. School will finish at 12.45pm.   



Notices: 

School Accounts 
All school accounts have been emailed home.  These must be 

cleared by the end of the year.  Please call Adair Rolls if you 

have any problems or questions regarding accounts. 
 

Senior Student Textbooks 
Could all senior students please return their text books to school 

in a named plastic bag. 
 

Free Drama Taster Class 
Samantha from West End Performing Arts has 

been taking  drama classes at school for the past 

few years.  On Friday 8th of December at 
lunchtime, she will be offering an OPEN taster 

class for any students from year 4-7 who may be 
keen on taking a class in 2018.  Students are 

welcome to come along! 
 

Congratulations 
To Thomas who has come top of his division and 

won first place in the 2017 Junior Singles at the Hastings 

Badminton Club. Well done Thomas! 
 

Stationery for 2018 
Just a reminder that you can order your stationery for next year 

via Office Max MySchool.  This can be done anytime between 
now and the start of school. 

 
Journals 

There are a lot of pre loved old school journals that are free to a 

good home.  They are in B1 on the floor and you are welcome 
to take any by Thursday. 

 
Lost Property 

There is a huge pile of lost property that will go out on the 
courts on Friday afternoon.  Any non-uniform items that are not 

claimed will be donated to an op shop.   
 

Swimming Day 

What a great day we had at the Havelock Pools on Monday!  A 
big thank you to Miss Wilburn and the year 9-10 house leaders 

who helped run all the events. 
 

 

X Race 

Please find in your newsletter a brochure about the NZHL 
XRace.  This a great opportunity for you and your child to 

compete together.  Feel free to talk to Vanya Palmer if you want 
to know more. 

 
Attendance Dues 

All yearly school fees for your children should now have been 
paid to the Hawke’s Bay Christian School Assn.  Invoices were 

sent home at the beginning of this term.  Please contact the 

treasurer rob.nieuwland@xtra.co.nz  if you have any questions.   
 

Marae Visit 
E1 & E3 had a great visit to Te Poho Tangiianui Marae in 

Taradale last Friday to learn more about the Marae and its role 
in Maoridom and wider NZ.  Thanks to Vicki Lee and Jeremy 

Dempsey for arranging the visit.  

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who supported the E1 Bakesale last 

week.  We raised almost $400 to donate to the persecuted 
church! 

 
Prayer Points 

 Pray for a good time for students on the year 10 camp 

which begins tomorrow & the year 9 trips. 

 Please pray for safety for all staff and students over the 

summer break. 

 Pray for our new staff and also for those who have left. 

 Pray also for our group of school leavers as they embark 

on future endeavours. 

 

 

New Teacher Profile 
Hi my name is Nico van der Merwe. I was born and raised in Pretoria, South Africa. 

I studied at a number of places including Massey University and the University of 

Pretoria. We spent 11 years in Auckland, where I  worked at a number of  different 

Schools. 

 

I am blessed to be married to Elaine and we have two wonderful children named 

Mia and Nickson. I enjoy reading, the outdoors and sport. By the grace of God, I 

will be teaching at Hastings Christian School next year and I am looking forward to 

this fantastic opportunity.  

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

Library Books 
 

Please return all school library books 

to the office by Friday.  We still have 

a number of them missing! 



“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 

Pupil Of The Week  
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Last Week 
B4 Tyson for being helpful and kind to  everyone 
 in B4 and being a good leader.  
E3 Billy  for an Unfailingly Positive  
 Approach to Learning. 
E2 Nathaniel  for an excellent effort in  learning 
 his part for his performance piece of  'The 
 Sword in the Tree' 
E1 Emma  for working hard in class and al
 ways looking to be helpful. 
B3 Bella for consistently working well,  being 
 honest, patient and a good role model. 
 Well done Bella! 
B2 Mia for settling into her new school and class 
 so beautifully and for diligence in applying 
 herself to her school  work 
 
Memory Verse E2 100% 
 
This Week 
E2 Janelle  for an excellent effort in refining her 
 skills in volleyball 
B4 Ava for settling well into B4 and  
 always being quick to obey. 
B4 Asher  for being very welcoming and 
 looking after the children doing school visits. 
E1 Josiah  for excellent behaviour at the 
 Marae and following instructions. 
 
Memory Verse E2 100% 

Term Dates 2018 

 
Term 1  31 Jan -13 April 

Term 2  30 April - 6 July 

Term 3  23 July - 28 Sept 

Term 4  15 Oct - 12 Dec (approx) 

 
Start Dates for 2018 

Tuesday 30th Jan  Teacher Only Day 
Wednesday 31st Jan Y1-8 start 

Thursday 1 Feb  Y9-10 start 

Friday 2 Feb   Y11-12 start 
Monday 5th Feb  Whole school in attendance 

Thursday 8th Feb  Founders Day Assembly  

What’s Happening  
December  
6th  Road Patorl training 

7th  Y13 Leavers Dinner   
7th-8th Year 9 Trips 

7-8th  Year 10 Camp 

11th  Prizegiving 7pm 
12th  Last day of term 12.45pm finish 

School office - The office will reopen on 
Monday 29th of January 2018. 
 
School uniform shop will be open on the follow-
ing dates: 
Wednesday 24th Jan 2018  2:30pm-4:30pm 
Tuesday 30th Jan 2018   9:30am-11:30am 


