
 
 

                 
 

  
       

Term 3, Week 10 
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Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating 

Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to 
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. “B
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 Notices: 
New School App 
HCS now has it’s own App!!  We are excited to be able to 
launch this into the school community.  Please follow the in-
structions on the enclosed flyer to download the app to your 
phone/iPad.  We will be using the app for updates and alerts.  
There will be general schoolwide alerts and as you can see 
you can subscribe to different groups to individualse which 
notices you get.  If you don’t have a smart phone or iPad, 
please send us an email or call us to let us know as we cur-
rently looking at all of the ways we communicate to parents 
about school happenings.  Please bear with us as we all get 
used to using the new app! 
 
Cohort Entry 
Please have a look at the letter enclosed in today’s 
newsletter regarding cohort entry.  Feel free to make 
any comments and return the form to the office. 
 
Subject Selection & Leadership Applications 
Year 10-12 students should return their subject selec-
tion slips by the end of this term please.  Applications 
for leadership positions for 2018 are also due back this 
term from seniors. 
 
Farewell 
This term we say farewell to Trish Stratton who has 
been working in the primary school.  Trish is moving 
towns and we are sad to see her go.  We have appreci-
ated her work especially with the enrichment pro-
gramme and wish her the Lord’s blessing for the future. 
 
Calendars 
Order forms and prices for items have gone home today 
for calendar/diary orders.  Primary students have com-
pleted artwork for these.  Orders are due in mid-
November.  
 

Secondary Benchmark Exams 
Secondary benchmark exams will be during week 1 of next 
term (16-19 October.) Students should be working through 
their revision guides.  We do encourage parents to be in-
formed of the work schedule expected of year 11-13 students 
and we appreciate you helping your children to stay on track 
with their work. A schedule of holiday tutorials was emailed 
out yesterday.  Please encourage your children to attend.  We 
are thankful for this time set aside by teachers in the holidays 
to help students get ready for exams. 
 
 
 

‘Home’ and ‘work,’ two 
words that when spoken 
of separately are general-
ly thought of in a positive 
light, when made into a 
compound word can be 
the cause of much angst 
and even tears! 
 
This term we conducted a 
survey amongst the 
primary and intermediate parents to gauge their views on 
how homework is conducted within our school. Given the 
impact on the home we were not surprised that we had such 
a high level of response - much like the times we ask for 
feedback about uniforms or student behaviour! 
 
I would like to thank all those that took the time to complete 
this survey. There was, as you can imagine, a diversity of 
views and I  acknow ledge that this issue affects all 
families in different ways due to your own unique children 
and circumstances. This is, therefore, a complex issue which 
given the impact it can have on families, both positively and 
negatively needs careful consideration, clear guidelines and 
good communication for it to be effective.  
 
I also acknowledge that academic achievement is only part 
of life and developing the whole child, through involvement 
in church, sports, cultural activities, community service etc is 
a vital part of their development. 
 
To find the perfect homework programme that suits all fami-
lies all of the time is in reality an impossibility. That being 

said the Primary Management Team have, as a result of this 
survey, been looking at research on this issue that would 
indicate that for all the challenges there are still many com-
pelling reasons to have some homework as part of our pro-
gramme.  
One such piece of research was the Ministry of Education’s 
report ‘School Leadership and Student Outcomes: What 
Works and Why.’ This research measured the effects on stu-
dent learning of different kinds of homework. Some of the 
key messages from this report include: 
 

 Teacher-designed interactive homework (HW) with 
parents has a strong impact on student learning 

 Parents simply ‘helping’ their child with their HW often 
actually has a negative impact 

 Reading with your children should be made enjoyable 
rather than something to ‘get done’ 

 The greater the degree of ‘match’ between the way 
home and school use HW material, the greater the 
benefit for the child 

 
The Primary Management Team will continue to take time to 
consider your feedback and current research. We want to 
work through this issue methodically and carefully and will 
keep you posted with how we can improve this experience 
for all. 
 
NB. While this reflection has primarily been targeted at the 
primary and intermediate end of the school the issues and 
principles in part apply to our secondary school students and 
something our leadership team will continue to monitor. 

  
 
  

YEAR 11 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

am 
9:00-12:00 

11ENG D1 
11SCI  

D3 
11MAT  D3 

11MUS  D2 
11BUS  D2 

pm 
1:00-4:00 

11ART 
MR 

11FAF  
D3 

11THM   

YEAR 12 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

am 
9:00-12:00 

12ENG D2 
12MAT 

D1 
12PHY D1 
12MUS D1 

12BIO D3 

pm 
1:00-4:00 

12HEC D3 
12HIS D3 

12THM 
12CHE  D1 
12GRA F2 

12ART 
MR 

YEAR 13 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

am 
9:00-12:00 

13MWS 
D3 

13CHE D3 
13MUS D3 
13HIS D3 

13MWC D1 
13ENG D1 

13PHY 
D2 
  

pm 
1:00-4:00 

13BIO 
D3 

13ART MR 
13GRA F2 
13HEC D1 

13THM 



Notices: 

Home & School Notices 

 Thanks for the great turn out at the dad’s/men’s 
breakfast last week.  Was great to see so many there! 

 McDonald’s Fundraiser –  this is on TONIGHT Wednesday 
27th September 5-7pm at Hastings McDonalds. 

 Due to all the events over the next few weeks, Home and 
School have cancelled this month’s Friday lunch. 

 
HCS basketball 
HCS had 3 teams 
competing in the 
miniball series in term 
3. Year 3-4 teams HCS 
Nicoll and HCS Ward 
and a Year 5-6 team 
had tough competition 
all term but finished 
on a high with a 
number of wins under 
their belt. The highlights per team - Year 5-6: Daniel 
Hendersons buzzer beater that resulted in a win by 1; HCS 
Ward: Alice Monteith's reluctant shot at goal that went in; HCS 
Nicoll: Kyah Johnstons improvement having never played before 
AND beating HCS Ward.   
 

Speech Contest 
Joel van den Hout 
represented HCS this 
month at the Hillmac 
Electrical Intermediate 
Speech Contest.  Each 
Hawkes Bay intermediate 
school was allowed to 
enter only one student, 
and our school won! 
Students had to speak 
for three minutes about 
natural disasters and 

emergencies, and, after interviewing Bruno Saathof, Joel 
impressed the judges with a mix of storytelling and information 
about rural fires. Thanks to Trish Stratton who helped a small 
group of our students to prepare their speeches for this event. 
 
HCS Formal 
What a great night we had a few weeks ago at Ten-Twenty-
Four Restaurant.  Year 9-13 students enjoyed an evening of 
food, dancing and fun.  Photos have been shared with students 
via their school email addresses.  A huge thank you to Sienna & 
Shiree (and any other year 13s) who helped organise and run 
the event and to Daphne Hawken and Kate Robinson (and her 
team of helpers) for their help with organising and decorating.  
 
Uniform 
All students should be in summer uniform next term.  We will be 
introducing infringement notices which will be give to students 
who are wearing incorrect uniform items and asking parents to 
rectify this. 
 
Primary School Swimming 
This starts week 1 of next term for all primary and intermediate 
students. Please put this on your calendars as it starts the first 
day back and students will need to come prepared with gear on 
the Monday.  We will send out a reminder during the last 
weekend of the holidays. 
 
Shooting 
All the best to Katie Rolls who will be heading to compete at the 
Secondary School’s Nationals in Hamilton this weekend. 
 
Lost Property 
There is a lot of lost property which will be put out on the courts 
afterschool on Friday.  Please have a look through! 
 
 
 

Prayer Items 

 Pray for rest for the staff and students as they head into 
two weeks holiday. 

 Please continue to pray for Sam Whyte who is recoving 
from a recent operation. 

 Pray for our senior students as they prepare for 
benchmark exams over these holidays. 

 
Missing 
Shalece is missing a jersey and Teal  is missing a size 6 polar 
fleece – both clearly labled.  Please check your children’s 
clothing. 
 
Exam Writer Help Urgently Needed :   
Can you help us? We need 7 parents to act as writers for 
secondary students in their benchmark exams. These are 
coming up in Week 1 next term. 
 
A student is granted a writer when NZQA judges that the 
student's own writing in an examination would not fairly 
represent his or her knowledge of the subject. We have five 
students in this category.  But we can only give what NZQA 
grants if we have the volunteers. 
 
Volunteering involves writing down a student's exam answers as 
they dictate to you over a 3 hour period. You do not need to be 
familiar with NCEA; you just need friendliness and legible 
handwriting. The exams run mostly from 9:00 - 12:00 (one is 
from 1-4pm). If you are willing to write for one exam, please 
indicate by return email, leave a message at the office, or text 
Amy van den Hout on 021 
126 4337.  Thanks! 
 
Physics 
Our senior physics classes 
had the opportunity of 
visiting one of our local 
engineering firms, Haden 
& Custance. Matt Johnston 
showed us around the 
plant, looking at some of 
their recent projects. It 
was fantastic to see their design work with robotics and it 
highlighted the demand coming from industry as to how they 
can make their processes more efficient. This firm does lots of 
work building robots for both US and Australian companies. It 
was encouraging to see so many different aspects of 
engineering, all within the same Hawkes Bay company. A big 
thank you to Mr Johnston for taking the time to show us 
around. 
 
Year 10 Market Day 
Thank you for your 
support of the year 10 
market day last week.  
This is a great opportunity 
for students to learn about 
the logistics of bringing a 
product to market and we 
appreciate the support of 
the parent community. 
 



“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 

Pupil Of The Week  
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

Last Week 
B4  Micayla  for being diligent in every  aspect 
 of learning and being such a positive helper.   
E2  Ciara  for showing care and being  
 inclusive with all her classmates 
B2  Danielle  for enthusiasm and her use of 
 a wide range of interesting vocabulary in her 
 writing   
E3  Joseph  for outstanding cross- country  
 running. 
E1  TJ for being a fearsome Kaea in our  
 haka.  Kia kaha! 
B3  Roman for making a great effort in  your 
 writing.  You are trying really hard with 
 your spelling, punctuation and spacing.  Tino 
 pai Roman! 
 100% Memory Verse B3 & E2 
 
This Week 
B4  Cahal for persevering when there are  tricky 
 words in your reading. Ka pai!  
B2  Pearl for a great effort in writing 
 well, incorporating all that makes writing  
 interesting. 
E1  Josiah for a very informative speech. 
E2  Maisie for her excellent work ethic and 
 her exemplary behaviour  
B3  Jake  for working hard in reading to  use his 
 reading strategies, and for making a  real  
 effort to retell the story in his own words. 
 Tino pai Jake! 
 
100% Memory Verse E2 

Term Dates 2017 

 
Term 3 24 July—29 September 
Term 4 16 October-12 December  

What’s Happening Next Term 

  
October 
16-27th Primary & Intermediate Swimming 
16-19th Year 11-13 Benchmark Exams 
27th  Mufti Day  
 
November 
1st  Itinerant Music Concert 
1-3rd  E2 Camp 
4th  MARKET DAY 
7th  Last day for Year 11-13 
7th  Sports & Cultural Awards Evening 
10th  NCEA Exams begin 
27th  Road Patrol Splash Planet Day 
 
December  
1st  Year 7-8 Marae Visit   
7-8th  Year 10 Camp 
11th  Prizegiving 

Uniform Shop 
A reminder that the uniform shop is open every Tues-
day from 2.30-3.30pm. If you need any items, please 
fill in an order form at the office. 


