
 
 

    

Term 1, Week 8 
 22 March 2017 

Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
Hastings Christian School aims to teach pupils the knowledge of God and the world, as revealed in the Scriptures 

and to equip the pupils with the knowledge and skills needed to function effectively as Christians  
and citizens in today’s world. 
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 Notices: 

Lunchtime finish Monday 27th - Secondary School 
The Post Primary Teachers Assn has directed members to 
attend a round of paid union meetings.  This means that a 
number of our secondary teachers must attend this meet-
ing and we will not have enough staff to cover afternoon 
classes that day for secondary students.  Students will be 
given the option of going home on Monday at lunchtime.  
There will be some supervision here at school if students 
wish to stay. 
 
Vacancy 
We are currently advertising for the office receptionist po-
sition here at school.  This job will cover four mornings per 
week for a total of 16 hours.  Applicants should have a 
friendly, professional manner, good organizational skills 
and a range of computer skills.  Please email Anita 
a.nieuwland@hcs.school.nz for a more detailed job de-
scription if you are interested in applying.  Applications 
should be made in writing to the principal with a current 
CV and should be dropped into the office or emailed be-
fore Friday 31 March. 
 
School Property 

 A reminder that there should not be any students 
driving on the school property (learner, restricted or 
full.)  Student drivers should park on the road.   

 No dogs on the school property please. 

 No parking on the grass outside the B Block 

 Please watch your speed around the school area 
and especially on the school grounds (5kmph) 

 Encourage your children to use the painted cross-
ings and footprints as they walk around school 

 
 
Volleyball 
The girls’ volleyball team leave this weekend 
for the NZ Secondary School National’s tour-
nament in Palmerston North from the 27th-
31st March.  In the weekend they finished 
3rd in the Hawkes Bay Seeding Tournament 
which was a great effort.  We wish them all 
the best for the week ahead! 

Each year schools across New Zealand are asked by the Ministry of Education to submit a charter which 
outlines, among other things, the mission, vision,values and strategic targets of the school. This year the 
board of trustees have agreed to focus on the following annual targets: Please feel free to speak with one 
of the teachers or myself if you would like to know more about these targets and how your child is doing in 
relation to them. 

Improvement Plan - Domain: Learning PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Strategic Goals:  Improve outcomes for all students. Accelerate progress of students performing below expectations. 

Annual Goal:  To increase the number of students achieving at or 

above the National Standard in Maths Annual Target: The proportion of students 

meeting or exceeding the standard in pro-

portions and ratios will be increased 

Baseline data:  Based on the use of a range of assessment tools an OTJ placed the children’s National Standard 

maths level as follows: 

 

82% are At or Above the National Standard, 18% are therefore Below or Well Below the National Standard 

 Total Well Below Below At Above 

129 4 19 72 34 

% 3 15 56 26 

Improvement Plan - Domain: Learning   SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Strategic Goals: Improve outcomes for all students 

Annual Goal: Increasing the proportion of students who 

pass NCEA and increasing the proportion of students who 

pass NCEA with merit or excellence. 

Annual Target:    Year 12  8% NA  60% M/E 

   Year 13 7% NA  50% M/E
  

Baseline data: Our Year 12 cohort gained 8% NA and 60% M/E last year in Year 11. Our Year 13 cohort gained 7% NA 

and 50% M/E last year. Our longitudinal studies show that our most successful years are when we maintain our M/E 

rates as we progress through from Year 11 to Year 13. Both Year 12 and Year 13 cohorts have produced outstanding 

results and so it would be great to see them continue producing these results as they move into higher levels of 

study. 

Mufti Day 
This Friday 

Please bring a gold coin donation 
(to go towards ‘shave for cancer’) 



Notices: 

NZACS Sports Day 
Next Friday 31st of March the year 5-8 students will be 
travelling to Palmerston North to attend the Christian School 
Assn sports day.  Please return your child’s permission form 
to the office. 
 
Athletics Day 
We had a great day last Friday at the sports park (and so did 
the junior classes at school!)  Well done to the house leaders 
for their leadership on the day and also to Miss Wilburn for 
all her many hours of organisation.  The final results were: 
1st equal Totara/Rimu 
3rd place Kowhai 
4th place Manuka 
 
Congratulations also to our top junior athletic champs:  Hana  
(y10), Philip (y10), Anna (y11), William (y11) 
 
New drop off Zone 
We now have a dedicated ‘drop off zone’ in the main 
carpark.  This is to help reduce traffic congestion and illegal 
parking outside B Block.  Drivers should drive as far into the 
drop off zone as possible to allow other drivers to come in 
behind them and must remain in their cars – strictly no 
parking in this zone.  Primary children can then walk across 
the netball courts to class following the painted footprints.  
Parents must not stop in the driveway outside B1.   
 
Fonterra Milk for Schools 

We are pleased to announce that our school 
has been chosen to take part in this 
programme.  This will be for students in Year 
1-8 and will begin shortly.  A letter has been 
sent home with more details.  There is a 
return slip which only needs to be filled in 
and returned promptly if you do not wish 
your child to participate.   
 

Vision/Hearing Tests 
The technician will be visiting school on Tuesday 4th of April.  
She will be testing new entrants for eyes and ears and year 
7’s for distance vision.  If you are concerned about your 
child’s hearing or vision and would like them retested, please 
fill in a yellow form from the office. 
 
E1 Rocky Shore  
“An octopus!” comes the shrill cry of a student, and an 
onslaught of young biologists come streaming in from 
scattered positions on the rocky shore. 
 
E1’s field trip to the rocky shore didn’t disappoint. Over the 
ten years that I’ve been taking kids there, we’ve never seen 
an octopus and that day we saw four. The kids were stoked! 
Not to mention their teacher.  
 
I smiled as I saw the students pouring out over the shore 
and start 
turning over 
rocks and 
crouching low 
to get a better 
look. God has 
placed a 
natural 
curiosity in us 
all, most 
easily seen in 
young people, 
and it was 
great tapping 
into that. 
 

 
Friday Lunches 
These will now happen on the last Friday of each month run 
by the Home and School Committee. Please see the form 
enclosed in today’s newsletter. 
 
Interim Reports 
These are due home shortly for the primary school students. 
 
Optimist Yachting 
Next week the year 7’s will be doing Optimist Yachting. Mrs 
Whyte does need some help with transport and supervision 
so please indicate if you can help on the permission form. 
 
Debating 
Secondary school debating has started up again this year.  
Over the next few weeks teams from Years 9-13 will be 
competing against other schools from around the district. 
 
Uniform Shop 
A reminder that the 
uniform shop is open 
every 
Tuesday from 2.30-
3.30pm. If you need 
any items, please fill in 
an order form at the 
office. 
 
Life Ed Caravan 
Primary and 
intermediate students 
have enjoyed attending 
the Life Ed Caravan this 
week. 

EPro8 
Two weeks ago a Year 7/8 and a Year 5/6 team of HCS students took part in 
the ePro8 (engineer, problem solve & innovate) challenge. Both teams par-
ticipated with enthusiasm, cooperation and energy. 
 
The challenges were difficult and required the students to work together as a 

team for two & a half hours solid to 
build a structure to very specific 
criteria. Both of our teams chose to 
construct a bridge - it had to span a 
2.2 x 1 metre 'river' and needed to 
be safely crossed by a four wheel 
vehicle which they also needed to 
construct. Points were awarded 
when they met each criteria. 
 
The Y7/8 team worked very well 

together and came 8th in their heat. The Y5/6 team managed to complete a 
number of criteria in the last 15 minutes (nail biting stuff - especially for the 
parents watching) putting them in third place in their heat; this has secured a 
place for them in the grand final which will take place in the last week of this 
term. 
 
Year 7/8 team - The Engineers - Joel , Bradley Jasmine Vincent  

Year 5/6 team - The Mechanics - Riley , Finn , Hannah , Jay  



“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 

Pupil Of The Week  
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Last Week 
E1  Maddie for having a servant heart,   
 and for making great choices to do what is 
 right. You have started the year well! 
E2  Jay for a willingness to help  
 fellow classmates 
B3  Claire  for being patient and  
 showing support by helping those around 
 you.  You are a valued member of B3.  Tino 
 pai rawa. 
E3  Ashley  for solving Maths Problems  Clearly 
 and Thoughtfully 
B2  Teale for exemplary behaviour and 
 an excellent work ethic  
B4  Quinn  for showing perseverance with your 
 reading and writing this week.  Keep up the 
 good work 
B4  Tyson for working really hard on  
 learning the memory verse 
 
Memory Verse 100%  B4, B3, E2 
 
This Week 
E1  Ngahere  for excellent participation   
 in social studies and sharing of his 
 knowledge 
B3  Dylan  for settling so well into a new 
 school and class.  We love the way you try 
 your best and ask if you are unsure. We love 
 having you in B3! 
E3  Daniel for Adding Value to Class  
 Discussions. 
E2 Pearl  for striving for excellence and  asking 
 for help when needed 
 
Memory Verse  100%  B4, B3, E2 
 

Term Dates 2017 

Term 1 31 January—13 April 
Term 2 1 May-7 July 
Term 3 24 July—29 September 
Term 4 16 October-13 December (approx.) 

School Text Messages 
Occasionally the school sends out text messages 
with important notices/reminders.  This is also a 
way we would contact parents during an emergen-
cy.  If you have not yet signed up, you can so by 
sending the following message follow hast_christian 
to 8987           

What’s Happening This Term 

March 
21-24 Life Ed Caravan 
27-31 E1 Optimist Yachting 
27-31 Volleyball Nationals Palmerston Nth 
31st Christian School Sports Day in Palmerston Nth 
 
April 
5th House Event (PM) 
13th End of term 1 


