
 
 

    

Term 1, Week 4 
22 February 2017 

Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
Hastings Christian School aims to teach pupils the knowledge of God and the world, as revealed in the Scriptures 

and to equip the pupils with the knowledge and skills needed to function effectively as Christians  
and citizens in today’s world. 
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 Notices: 

Welcome 
We warmly welcome Asher Janson who started in Miss 
Baxendine’s class this week. 
 
Beach Ed Days 
Thank you to all the parents who came along to help with 
the beach days on Friday and Monday.  We appreciated 
the help. 
 
Student Leaders 
We are pleased to introduce this year’s student leaders. 
Head Boy – Lukas van der Werff 
Head Girl – Jessica Henderson 
Deputy Head Boy – Max Saathof 
Deputy Head Girl – Grace Doak 
Sports Prefects – Rick van der Werff & William Clark 
Music Prefects – Erin Watson & Bethany Clark 
 
House Leaders 
Rimu:  Arrien Mallory & Alice Feyter 
Kowhai: Micah Stephenson & Sienna Stuijt 
Totara:  Rick van der Werff & Katie Rolls 
Manuka: James Raikes & Shiree Stonetreet 
 
Updated Details 
Please make sure that the office has all your up to date 
contact details.  Correct email and cell phone numbers are 
especially important.  We often send out notices by email 
so please make sure that the address we have for you is 
the main one you check.   
 
BOT Meeting 
The next BOT meeting will be held on Monday 27th of 
February in the staffroom.  Minutes from previous meet-
ings can be found in a folder in the office area. 

Athletics Day 
School athletics day is scheduled for 
Thursday 9th of March.  This will be 
held at the Hastings Regional Sports 
Park.  It will be a house competition so 
students should dress in house coloured 
clothing and bring plenty of water, food, 
sunscreen and appropriate footwear.  You will need to 
drop off and pick up your children from the sports park.  
The day will begin at 8.40am and finish between 2.30-
3pm.  Parents are welcome to come and watch any time 
of the day. 
 
Bible in Schools 
It was fantastic to see a number of our senior students 
volunteer their time for this programme in local primary 
schools.  This year we have 14 students involved. 
 
Special Character Audit 
On Monday 6th of March-Wednesday 8th of March Mr 
Andy van Ameyde and Mr Richard Vanderpyl from Middle-
ton Grange School in Christchurch, will be visiting the 
school to conduct a special character audit.  They will be 
meeting with the BOP, BOT & staff to look at the delivery 
of our curriculum from a special character perspective and 
also some of our school policies and procedures. 
 
EPro8 
A number of our year 6-8 students are taking part in this 
challenge on the 2nd and 3rd of March.  Notices have 
been sent home. 

Since the last newsletter I have been struck again and again of 
the value of partnership. The reminders from scripture that we 
can’t, ‘do life’ without the help and support of others are ines-
capable. Just this morning I read of the rebuke that Moses’ fa-
ther-in-law Jethro made to him upon witnessing Moses trying 
judge the people without support.  
 
The home and school partnership was one of the strengths of 
our school that I spoke of in the upcoming ‘Meet the Principal’ 
edition of the HB Today. In it I wrote, The shared vision for 
Christian education that is enjoyed between home and school is 
a compelling strength of Hastings Christian School. We recognise 
the primary role that parents play in the education of their chil-
dren. For that reason, families are encouraged to play an active 
part in their child’s education as we partner together, both inside 
and outside the classroom. 
 
The often quoted African proverb, ‘It takes a village to raise 
a child,’ has some truth to it but also needs qualification. Oliver 
DeMille rightly observes, ‘What is left that only the family can 
do? According to the new economy - nothing. The leading view 
today is 'It Takes a Village,' that even love can be outsourced to 
teachers, coaches, clubs and mentors. The truth is that it does 
take a village, a community, but a community of families work-
ing, playing, cooperating and facing obstacles together, not a 
community of government institutions.’ 
 
While DeMille makes a good point he doesn’t go far enough. 
Bruce Milne, I believe, gets it right by ensuring that those fami-
lies (assuming they are believers) are connected with their local 
church. He states: ‘The Christian life is inescapably corpo-
rate…The ideal of the “omnicompetent Christian individu-
al,” able to meet every spiritual challenge and live a life of un-
broken victory over sin and the devil, has undoubtedly produced 
remarkable examples of Christian character...This whole ap-
proach needs re-examination. The bulk of New Testament 

teaching on the Christian life, including the major sections on 
holiness, occur in letters addressed to corporate groups, to 
churches. All the major exhortations to holy living are plural — 
“we,” “you” (Ro 6:1-23; Gal 5:13-6:10; Eph 4:17-
6:18)...Similarly all the New Testament promises of victory are 
corporate (1Co 15:57; 1Jn 5:4; Rev 15:2). In other words the 
apostles envisaged the Christian life and Christian sanctification 
in the context of a loving, caring fellowship.’ Quoted in Why 
Small Groups? Edited by CJ Mahaney  
 
The three institutions that the bible recognises are the Church, 
the family and the government (State). Each have their God-
ordained boundaries and each can be a real blessing to the oth-
ers when they operate as God intended. The point of saying this 
is that life is not a solo sport and we need others if we are to 
function effectively. Families can be blessed by the support a 
school provides and all Christians need the fellowship, accounta-
bility and shepherding that their local church provides. 
 
Schools too, function best when there is collegial support. The 
new Community of Learning (COL) initiative, developed by the 
Ministry of Education, seeks to address that need as schools are 
encouraged to work together and share best practice as they 
seek to meet the respective needs of their students. 
 
Our school is looking to join a ‘faith-based’ COL made up of 
Christian Schools in the lower north island. I attended a meeting 
about this on Monday this week down in Palmerston North. The 
strength of the relationships we already enjoy give me great 
hope that this initiative will prove to be a real blessing for our 
school. More information will be shared in upcoming newsletters. 
 
Gavin Clark 
Principal 



Notices: 

Safety around School 
As the new year begins please be conscious of some of the 
school rules around car/bike safety at school 

 No parking on the yellow lines or on the neighboring 
grass verge next to B Block. 

 Staff cars only behind the admin block  

 Bike helmets should always be worn & bikes should be 
walked on the school property and footpath outside 
school 

 The pedestrian crossing is patrolled after school – 
please use it 

 Please use the marked pathways and footpaths around 
school. Children should be crossing the school grounds 
on the netball courts  

 Students (and learner drivers) should not be driving or 
parking on the school grounds – please park on the 
road 

 Please be careful backing out of the angle parks in the 
carpark and on the road 

Scholastics 
Scholastic order forms are due back in on the 24th of 
February.  You can drop these into the office. 
 
Office Area 
A reminder that students should not be coming through the 
office when they arrive at school unless they need to drop 
something off or are with their parents.  Please encourage 
them to walk across the netball courts. 
 
Absences 
Please phone through any absences to the school answer 
phone before 9.00am if your child is going to be away or is 
sick.  Please do not rely on siblings to pass on messages.  
Office staff will need to call home otherwise if absences have 
not been reported. 
 
Text Messages 
If you have somehow dropped off the text message system, 
please resign up again following the directions on the back of 
this newsletter.  

 
Dogs 
A reminder that dogs are not permitted to be 
on the school grounds or to be tied up on the 
fence outside during school hours. Please 
respect this for the safety of students and 
leave your dog in the car or at home. 
 

Music Tuition Fees 
A reminder that fees are payable by the 31st March. We 
appreciate that fees have gone up this year as was indicated 
late in 2016.   Please understand that students are receiving 
a professional music tuition programme at less than a third 
of the cost of private lessons and even with the increased 
fees, and government subsidies, we are still running at a 
loss. Could you please make sure that your children are 
diligent with their practice at home and remind them to be 
punctual to their lessons. 
 
Uniform Shop 
A reminder that the uniform shop is open every 
Tuesday from 2.30-3.30pm. If you need any items, please fill 
in an order form at the office. 
 
Choir  
We are looking forward to choir starting this Thursday 
starting at 8:00am sharp. We have had a number of new 
students interested in signing up, which is great. Students 
can still sign up if they have not yet done so. 

Orchestra 
A reminder that orchestra is on Mondays at 8:00am sharp.  
 
Itinerant Music Lessons 
These are now underway. Please remind your child(ren) to 
bring their instruments on their lesson days. Guitars should 
not be borrowed from the music room. We are looking for 
new students to make up some groups in the following: 
 
Keyboard, Guitar, Vocal - Yr 9 or above. Previous experience 
is preferable. Please contact Mrs Feyter if you are interested. 
 
Some Permission slips have not been returned—please do 
this ASAP. 
 
Lost Property 
There is a growing pile of lost property in the sick bay.  
Please take a look if you are missing any items.  Some 
goggles and a blue raincoat came back from the beach days 
at Waimarama. 
 
Scholastics 
Scholastic order forms are due back in on the 24th of 
February. You can drop these into the office. 
 
Attendance Dues and Voluntary Donations 
This year the Association will be sending out attendance due 
invoices and voluntary donation invoices via email rather 
than by post. Statements will also be emailed on a regular 
basis.  This terms attendance dues were emailed last week.  
If you did not receive this email, please contact me so I can 
update your email address. 
 
Please check the bank account details carefully if you are 
paying by internet as there is a separate Association account 
for all attendance dues and donations. This is different from 
the school account you use to make payments for stationery, 
trips, camps, music, etc. 
 
If you have any questions regarding attendance dues and 
donations, please contact  
Rob Nieuwland HBCSA - Treasurer 
rob..nieuwland@xtra.co.nz  
06 8767801 
 
Maycenvale United Football Club 
Junior registration is Saturday 4th March at the Regional 
Sports park. This year we are having a sausage sizzle, 
bouncy castle and some  football games happening at 
registration.  

Shave for Cancer 
Hello, my name is Vahri and I will 
be shaving my hair for cancer on 
the 24th of March. In doing so I 
am raising money for the leukae-
mia and blood cancer society. If 
you would like to sponsor me in 
donating securely to this cause, 
please visit       
https://shaveforacure.co.nz            

and search me up!  
You can put cash into the blue buck-
et at the HCS reception  
Or scan this QR code: 
Thank-you! 



“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 

Pupil Of The Week  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Last Week 
E2  Stephanie for an excellent start to the year! 
B3  Shaqiel  for starting the year off so  well, 
 and being a fantastic role-model for  the 
 other children in B3. Tino pai Shaqiel 
E1  Max  for excellent role modelling   
 in following instructions and focus 
B2  Maisie  for settling into her new class 
 and school beautifully 
B2  Noah  for settling into his new class  and  
 school beautifully 
B4  Tyson for settling well into school  and 
 having a fantastic attitude towards learning.   
 
This Week 
E1  Caleb  for a studious attitude and obeying 
 instructions quickly 
B3  Charlie  for settling so well into 
 HCS.  We love having you in B3.  We love 
 your warm and friendly smile and your 
 great  attitude.   
B2  Alice  for exemplary behaviour and work 
 ethic 
E3  Daniel  for overcoming a variety of  
 challenges at camp 
E3  Rebekkah  for faithfully looking out  for the 
 needs of others 
 
Memory Verse 100%  B3, E1, B2 

Term Dates 2017 

Term 1 31 January—13 April 
Term 2 1 May-7 July 
Term 3 24 July—29 September 
Term 4 16 October-13 December (approx.) 

School Text Messages 
Occasionally the school sends out text messages 
with important notices/reminders.  This is also a 
way we would contact parents during an emergen-
cy.  If you have not yet signed up, you can so by 
sending the following message follow hast_christian 
to 8987           

What’s Happening This Term 

 
February 
27th Yr 12 Bio Trip 
 
March 
2-3rd EPro8 
6-8th Special Character Audit 
9th School Athletics Day 
13th Yr 13 Bio Trip 
 E1 Rocky shore trip 
16-21 Life Ed Caravan 
16th  Tough Kids 
27-31 E1 Optimist Yachting 
27-31 Volleyball Nationals Palmerston Nth 


