
 

 
              

 

      

Term 3, Week 2 
 2 August 2017 

Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
To walk students through all fields of human thought and endeavour, discerning and celebrating 

Truth at every turn, for the purpose of challenging and equipping them to use their unique gifts to 
forge lifestyles marked by exemplary dedication to God and neighbour. “B
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Hastings Christian School 

NEWSLETTER 
  

Hastings Christian School 
Open Afternoon 

Tuesday 15th of August 

1.30pm-3.00pm 
 

Please tell friends/family who  

may be interested in HCS for their children. 

Enrolment details are on our website 

www.hcs.school.nz 
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 Notices: 

Welcome 
We had six new entrants begin in Mrs Carey’s class this term and 
we do extend a warm welcome to them and their families. We do 
hope you all settle well. Three students are new families to the 
school 

 Bradley Curd and his parents Jake and Sarah 

 Alyssandra Mist and her parents James and Frances 

 Mieka van Wyk and her parents Johnny and Annien 

 A warm welcome also some three other new entrants of 

current school families—Emily Aitken, Aurora Johnston 
and Arlo Marinus. 

 
HCS Formal Y9-13 
Save the date! Friday 22nd of September. Cost will be $55.00. 
Tickets will be on sale soon. 
 
Primary Parent Teacher Interviews 
These have now been completed for another year.  Thank you to 
those who made time to come and see their children’s teachers.  
If you were unable to attend and would still like to see a teacher, 
please email them for a convenient time. 
 
Drama Classes 
There is a possibility that drama lessons will be offered to year 4-
6 students this term on Thursday lunchtimes. If your child may 
be interested in participating please email Samantha Grant Smith 
from West End Performing info@wepa.co.nz or let the office 
know. 

 
 

iPad Chargers 
We are missing a few school iPad chargers which may have inad-
vertently been taken home by primary students.  If you have any 
at home that may not belong to you, please drop them back to 
school. 
 
Welcome to Christian Education Brochure 
Enclosed in today’s newsletter for most families (we had limited 
stocks) is a “Welcome to Christian Education” brochure produced 
by the NZ Association of Christian Schools.  We would love for 
you to have a read of this and pass it on to a family you think 
may be interested in our school along with an invitation to our 
Open Afternoon on Tuesday 15th of August. 
 
Music Night at Lindisfarne 

The house choirs have been busy practicing for this upcoming 
event on Friday night 25th of August.  This is a whole school 
event which will also be a opportunity for fundraising for our new 
gym.  Please keep the date free.  More details to follow.  

Welcome back to what we pray will be another term of growth 
in the life of your son/daughter as we partner together in their 
education at HCS. Not only will the children benefit from all that 
our dedicated and hard working teachers have planned for 
them, but we also have a host of other educational learning 
opportunities lined up too.  
 
Some of these include: 

 Field trips 

 House Music Evening 

 Science Fair 

 Mathletics competition 

 Cross country competition 

 School formal 

 Festival of the Ages 

 
While the term ahead already looks full, the recent school holi-
days were also busy for many of our teachers as they attended 
either teaching courses or conferences. I had the privilege of 
attending the New Zealand Association for Christian Schools 
(NZACS) conference at Kingsway Christian School in Auckland. 
Not only where those of us that went from our school sharpened 
professionally, we were also refreshed spiritually as we listened 
to the various keynote speakers. 
 
The crucial challenge for me came from Naomi Reed who re-
minded us of the importance of keeping our eyes fixed on Je-
sus. Naomi did this by weaving stories of her own experience as 
a wife and mother while serving as a missionary in Napal. She 
also did this by giving us an overview of the apostle Paul’s sec-
ond epistle to the believers in Corinth. 

Naomi helped bring perspective to our own struggles and the 
priorities we place on things that won’t last. The key passage 
she drew on was 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 where Paul states: 
‘Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed 
day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal.’  
 

These truths were poignantly illustrated during the conference 
when we heard from Pete Slaney, the principal of Immanuel 
Christian School in Auckland. Sadly this private Christian School 
will be finishing at the end of the year after 30 years of service 
to the Christian families in their area. The blessing is that it Jireh 
Christian School will be moving onto their site and will carry on 
the work of Christian education. 
 
Pete’s moving testimony to the faithfulness of God, despite what 
would appear a failure from the world’s perspective, was truly 
humbling. The Immanuel Christian school staff, perfectly high-
lighted the importance of keeping our eyes on the Lord and our 
trust in Him – despite the uncertain future they faced.  

 
It was good to witness their trust in the Lord and to be chal-
lenged not to hold onto our plans or the things that we hold 
dear with white knuckle tenacity. Instead we should entrust our 
selves to the Lord and keep our eyes fixed on Him.  
 
May you know the Lord’s blessing as you look to Him. 

MID-TERM BREAK 

 

This is advance notice that there will be NO 

school on  

Monday 28th of August  
as we will be having a mid-term break 



Notices: 

Equip Conference 
On the last Wednesday of term 13 HCS student leaders left for the 
biannual Equip Leadership Conference which was being held at 
Kingsway College in Auckland.  We arrived at 8pm and had the 
opportunity to meet some of the other students and join them in a 
praise and worship time.  All of us were then billeted out with 
students from Kingsway.  The next day we gathered to listen to 
some guest speakers and attend workshops on aspects of 
leadership and relationships.  That evening was the formal dinner 
and concert with a “Circus” theme.  The conference was a 
worthwhile experience and Kingsway did a great job as hosts. 

Thanks to Mr & Mrs Feyter and Miss Wilburn for accompanying us—
Max  
 
Science Academy   
During the first week of the holidays Sam Whyte and myself 
attended a science academy in Rotorua. This course, which was 
provided through ‘The Science Roadshow’ organisation, proved to 
be practical and informative.  Science includes both knowledge 
about God’s created world (content), and is a systematic and 
objective way of investigating His world (process). Fair testing is an 
important component of the process and therefore following orderly 
and reproducible steps is necessary. This enables us to repeat the 
process while changing an element (variable) in order to compare 

the results with the previous test.  There was a strong practical 
emphasis within this course and we were provided with many 
practical resources to share with staff and assist us in teaching 
science.  Carol Walsh and Sam Whyte 
 
Scholastics 
Current brochures have gone home today.  Orders are due back on 
Monday 14th of August. 
 
Primary School Homework Survey 
Last chance to fill in this anonymous survey to help us gauge 
parents opinions of homework in the primary school.   
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6TPJ8N3 
 
Procedure for Dealing with concerns and complaints 
It is important for the harmonious operation of the school that 
parents are aware of and adhere to appropriate procedures for 
dealing with difficulties. This is a Christian school and it is therefore 
expected that biblical principles will be applied in dealing with such 
matters. Matthew 5:12–14 and Matthew 18:15–20 are relevant. 
 
1. If there is a problem relating to something that has occurred in 
the class: 

 The first person to talk to about it is the classroom teacher. 

Do not prejudge the situation and make an accusation. 
Explain what you think has happened and give an 
opportunity for the teacher to explain. (Proverbs 18:13–17) 

 If, after talking with the teacher, you are not satisfied that 

the issue has been resolved you can either let love cover it 
(1 Peter 4:8), or you can refer the matter to the senior 
teacher responsible for that class. 

 If after talking to a senior teacher you still think the issue 

has not been resolved you may bring the matter to the 
principal. 

 If you still do not think the matter is resolved you may then 

ask the principal to arrange a meeting with the Board of 
Trustees’ chairman, or approach him directly. 

 
2. If there is a problem relating to something that has occurred 
outside the class situation: 

 Follow the same procedures as above except begin by going 

to the teacher concerned. 
 
3. If you have a problem with a school procedure or policy: 

 Go to the person most closely associated with operating the 

procedure. Do not prejudge the situation and make an 
accusation. Explain what you think has happened and give 
an opportunity for the person to explain. Do not challenge 
the policy or procedure to them. This is particularly 
important when dealing with administration staff. They do 
not set the policy or procedure, they implement the 

procedure or policy set by others. 

 If after listening you are dissatisfied with the explanation, 

arrange to speak to the principal. 

 If you are still unhappy with the procedure or policy and the 

explanation, you may then ask the principal to arrange to 
meet with the BOT chairman or you may approach him 
yourself. 

 
4. Manner of Approach – Let your speech always be with grace… 

 Timing. Please check with the person concerned that it is 

convenient to talk. If it is not, make an appointment for a 
suitable time. 

 Attitude. Do not prejudge the situation and make an 

accusation. Explain what you think has happened and give 
an opportunity for the person to explain. Do not challenge 
the policy or procedure to them. 

 Thank you very much to the school commu- nity for the 

donations that helped me get to the Word of Life mission trip to Fiji 

and also all for your prayers. This trip really changed my life! Going 

into it I never thought God would challenge me and work so much in 

my life. Throughout the three week trip, we did programs at high 

schools and primary school. This involved dramas, singing, puppets 

(I’ve never seen so many happy teens when we did puppets at high 

schools!)  After we did our programs we had the opportunity to talk to 

kids and teens that wanted to know more about Christ and who wanted 

to give their life to Him. This was the best feeling ever to be able to 

talk with them about Gods unfailing love. Every student on this trip 

shared their testimony about how they came to know the Lord. Also 

throughout the 

three weeks we 

had seminars on 

a number of 

different things 

like quiet time, 

prayer life, 

witness, Gods 

will, self-worth, 

friendships, 

work standards 

and many more. 

For me I think 

the best part 

were these sem-

inar where the Lord challenged me about my way of living. The best 

seminars for me were about quiet times, pray life, self-worth and work 

standards. Through this trip, the Lord has helped me and I have grown 

in my relationship with Him.  It has also given me the opportunity to 

talk and make lifelong friends with others on the trip, people who also 

share a love for Jesus Christ. I will never forget this trip. It has meant 

so much to me and I just want to say thanks so much for helping to get 

me there and praying for me.    Katie Rolls 



“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 

Pupil Of The Week  
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

E3  Shalece  for Excellent response to feedback in 
 written language. 
B3 Jonte  for working so hard and  
 making awesome progress in all areas.  We 
 love your enthusiasm and perseverance. Tino 
 pai! 
E2 Stefanie  for an excellent effort in creating 
 'red tier' sentences 
B4  Stevie Jay  for being a kind friend, especially 
 when others get hurt.  
B2 Danielle for diligence in all aspects of 
 school 
E1 Caleb  for paying attention to  
 instruction in art class and for producing  
 excellent results in his mixed media, paint 
 and metal artwork. 
 
Memory Verse 100% - E2 

Term Dates 2017 

 
Term 3 24 July—29 September 

Term 4 16 October-12 December  

What’s Happening This Term 

 
August 

2nd Yr 12 Biology Trip 
15th  Open afternoon 

23rd House Music concert practice at Lindsfarne 

 (after school) 
24th Science Fair 

25th House Music concert at Lindisfarne (pm) 
28th Mid Term Break – No school 

29th School Photos 

31st Cross Country 
 

September  
1st Yr 9-10 Ski Day 

4-7th Primary School Festival of the Ages 
12th Interschool Cross Country 

15th Science Road Show E1 & E3 

21st Home & School Dads Breakfast 
22nd Secondary School Formal 

Uniform Shop 

A reminder that the uniform shop is open every Tues-
day from 2.30-3.30pm. If you need any items, please 

fill in an order form at the office. 

NZSO Outing 
As part of our studies, NCEA music stu-
dents attended an NZSO concert last week. 
Two of the works that were performed, have 
been studied by some of the students this 
year. This was a valuable experience and it 
certainly made our study of these music 
works come alive! Of particular acclaim was 
the Rodrigo Concerto with solo guitarist, 
Pablo Sainz Villegas.  We all enjoyed this 
wonderful evening of music! 


