
 
 

    

Term 4, Week 6 
16 November 2016 

Copeland Road, Hastings 
Phone:  (06) 878-6696  
Fax (06) 878-9539 
E-Mail:  office@hcs.school.nz   
Website:  www.hcs.school.nz 

School Mission Statement 
Hastings Christian School aims to teach pupils the knowledge of God and the world, as revealed in the Scriptures 

and to equip the pupils with the knowledge and skills needed to function effectively as Christians  
and citizens in today’s world. 
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 Notices: 

Welcome 
A warm welcome to some new students who have started 
at school in the past weeks. We hope that you are settling 
in well and we are happy to have you with us! 
Aletha (B2) and her parents David and Lisa 
Joshua (E2) and his parents Simon and Katie 
Philip (year 9) and his parents Philip and Annelie 

 
Year 9-10 Exams 
Year 9 & 10 exams will take place next week.  21st - 24th 
November. Year 9 exams are 1 hour long and will run in 
formtime and p1. Year 10 exams are 2 hours long and will 
run formtime and p1 and 2  

Swimming Day 
This has been booked for Monday 5

th
 of December at the 

Havelock Pools. This is a 
house event so students are 
encouraged to wear house 
coloured clothing (no face 
paint though please.)  We will 
leave school at about 10am 
and we will need some parent 
help transporting students to the pool.  Students can be 
picked up from the pool at 2.30pm.  More details in the 
coming weeks. 
 
iPad Meeting 
There will be a meeting held on Wednesday 23

rd
 of No-

vember for parents of all current year 4 students.  This will 
be held at 2.30pm in the staffroom.  A letter was sent 
home today. 
 

Last week, the school acknowledged and farewelled our 
senior students at two separate assemblies. The first was 
at school with the all the students and teachers, the other 
was at the sports and cultural awards ceremony held at 
the Reformed Church. Both events were marked by touch-
ing speeches from our senior student leaders as they re-
flected on their time at HCS and of the value of Christian 
education. 
 
It’s always hard to know what to share with students as 
they prepare to embark on the next stage of their journey. 
I had hoped to leave them with a challenge that would 
inspire and motivate them – sadly I felt that if my efforts 
were given an NCEA grade they would have been a ‘Not 
achieved!’ 

Since then I came across an article by Jon Bloom and a 
sermon by CH Spurgeon that left an impact on me and 
which I pass on to you for your encouragement. Hopefully 
a few of our seniors will pick up the newsletter and read 
what I think would have been a more helpful challenge 
and reminder!  
 
Becoming diligent is hard work, but diligence is not synon-
ymous with working hard. I know from personal experi-
ence one can get up early and go to bed late, and expend 
a lot of energy, and be very busy, and not watch TV or get 
lost in social media binges — can appear to work hard — 
and still not get much done that really matters. 
Diligence combines a willingness to work hard with a 

discerning focus, a sense of urgency, a vigilant care-
fulness, and faithful perseverance. And one of the 
clearest biblical calls to diligence is Paul’s exhortation: 
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but 
as wise, making the best use of the time, because the 
days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is. (Ephesians 5:15–17) 
 
Jon went on in this article to unpack each of the aspects 
of diligence that he outlined in the definition above. The 
article can be found on the Desiring God website by 
searching for the title above. 
 
The other challenge I would love to have shared with the 
students comes from the last sermon that Charles 
Spurgeon preached before passing into glory at the age of 
57. In the providence of God his message that Sunday 
was titled, ‘God’s Will About the Future,’ and came from 
the epistle of James. 
 
James 4:13-16 Now listen, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, 
you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought 
to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this 
or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant 
schemes. All such boasting is evil. 
 
The outline of Spurgeon’s sermon was as follows:  

Counting on the future is folly.  
Ignorance of the future is a matter of fact.  
Recognition of God in the future is wisdom,  
Boasting of the future is sin 
Using of the present is a duty. 
 

Please join me in praying that all our students would take 
heed of such wise counsel! 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Year 9 9SCI 9SOS 9MAT 9ENG 

Year 10 10SOS 10SCI 10ENG 10MAT 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.15%E2%80%9317


Notices: 

2017 Year 8 Camp 
Beautiful Camp Guthrie-Smith has been booked again for the 
Year 8 camp. This is scheduled for 13-15 February, 
2017 (Monday - Wednesday). While several parents have 
graciously volunteered to help out, we are still short of a 
cook and 1-2 female helpers. If you're keen to spend several 
days helping out at stunning Lake Tutira, please contact Mr 
Jonathan Marinus as soon as 
possible! Email j.marinus@hcs.school.nz or text 021 0850 
6240.  
 
End for 2016/Start Date for 2017 
The last day of school this year will be Wednesday 14th of 
December.  We will finish at 12.45pm. 
School will start next year on Tuesday 31st of January.   
 
 
Prayer Items 

 Please remember to keep the Crous and van der Werff 
families in your prayers 

 Pray for our senior students as they are busy with 
exams at present 

 
 
Scholastic Book Orders 
These are due back on Tuesday 22

nd
 of November to ensure 

delivery of orders before school finishes. 
 
Itinerant Music Concert 
We had a great night on the 2

nd
 of November at the Itinerant 

Music Concert.  Thank you to the many parents who came 
along.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Accounts 
Invoices have been included in today’s newsletter.  Please 
clear these as soon as possible.   

Piano Tuition 
Bookings are now being taken for after-school piano tuition in 
2017.  Lessons are held in E-block from 3pm onwards on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please contact 
Esther Verbokkem: 8799-099/0274997319 
or everbokkem@gmail.com. 

Market Day 2016 
Thank you once again to everyone 
who helped with market day in 
someway! We can't do it without 
(lots) of help! (hint hint for next 
year!) 
We also had SO many businesses 
and groups give us donations for 
market day we wanted to list them 
all so you can know who they are 
and support them in return! 
 
Triple Peak Autos 
Gannets HB 
Rotorua Luge 
$2n$5 shops 
Bram Braks cafe 
Focal point cinema 
Jarks Cafe 
Fire Safety HB 
Rachel Graham - Jamberry  
The Tool Shed 
Cornucopia 
Super Strike 
Fuse cafe 
The Box Coffee 
Aurium cafe 
Anatolias Hastings 
The Hub 

Atlas Fibrous 
Bedside manner 
Steve Jude Motors 
Margarets 
Rush Munroes 
Funky Farmyard Zoo 
Urban Retreat 
Kabana Cafe 
Subway 
Burger King 
The Clearance Shed 
Tupperware  
Dusty Angels 
Whittikers 
New World Hastings 
Millennium Driving HB 
Air Hawkes Bay 
Smilde Homekills 
Surf Shop Hastings 
Diesel Performance Solutions 
Ansin and Monteith Mechanics 
ASB  
DTR 
Bay Espresso 
Columbine 
Grow HR 
BNZ  
My Food Bag 
Utopia 
The Lagas Family  

Crocodiles are in the same fam-
ily as Nile saltwater , New 
Guinea and American croco-

diles. Their scientific name is Croco-
dylinae.  
They can grow up to 1.8-3m in length. 
Their colour is darkish yellow and green 
and they also have a yellow underbelly.  
They are the world’s largest reptile.  
They have three eyelids and the third 
eyelid helps it keep the eyes open while 
swimming under water. 

They live in nearly all America , Africa, Pakistan, India, 
South East Asia and Northern Australia.  
All they eat is marine animals and large mammals. Nile 
and saltwater crocodiles eat deer, wild boar and buffalo. 
Saltwater crocodiles can live up to the age of 70 years old. 
Nile crocodiles can live up to 70-100 years old.  
Crocodiles are amazing creatures.  They are amphibians 
because they can walk and run on land and swim in the sea 
and rivers.   Riley Ward B2 

mailto:j.marinus@hcs.school.nz
mailto:everbokkem@gmail.com


“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12.2 

Further Notices: 

Pupil Of The Week  
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

B4  Roman for working really hard in  class 
 practicing his handwriting  
B3  Scarlett for working well, and being   
 obedient and helpful in class.  Well done. 
B2  Jay for being consistent in his  endeavour to 
 make right choices. 
E1  Cheyann for an awesome job on  our 
 magazine. 
E1  Daniel for an awesome job on our   
 magazine. 
E1  Emily  for an awesome job on our   
 magazine. 
E2  Daniel for an outstanding  
 historical figure presentation. 
E2  Elias for an outstanding historical   
 figure presentation. 
E3  Justin for sacrificing his  lunchtime and  
 using initiative to help the T-Ball team. 
 
This Week 
B4  Jack for always having a positive attitude 
 about learning and working well  
 independently 
B3  Nina for working steadily and  making a big 
 effort to improve your neatness.  Keep it up! 
B2  Christopher for consistently being a   
 keen and willing helper. 
E2  Hanrich for effort and enthusiasm in 
 writing poems. 
E1  Billy for high levels of  
 participation during devotions. 
 
 

Term Dates 2017 

Term 1 31 January—13 April 
Term 2 1 May-7 July 
Term 3 24 July—29 September 
Term 4 16 October-13 December (approx.) 

What’s Happening  
 
NOVEMBER 
21-24 Y9-10 Exams 
22nd  Primary Interschool Athletics 
25th Leavers dinner 
28th Road Patrol Splash Planet Day 
 
DECEMBER 
5ht Swimming Day 
7-9th Y10 Camp  
7-9th  Y9 day trips 
13th Prizegiving 
14th Last Day of Term (12.45pm finish) 

School Text Messages 
Occasionally the school sends out text messages 
with important notices/reminders.  This is also a 
way we would contact parents during an emergen-
cy.  If you have not yet signed up, you can so by 
sending the following message follow hast_christian 
to 8987           


